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Session 8: Doing it differently: Reshaping the global economy
Organized by: Information and External Relations Division and 
Human Resources Division, WTO
Date: Thursday, 16 September, 10:00 – 12:00
Meeting Room: CR
ABSTRACT
While the fields of health and education have long acknowledged that addressing gender issues is an efficient way to address poverty, the potential impacts of addressing gender-specific constraints in the area of trade are less well understood. Against the backdrop of the global economic and financial crisis, and looking to the future, this panel will discuss the role of women and girls in enhancing economic productivity and sustained economic growth. The panel will invite participants to take stock of the latest developments at the global level to empower women and to identify steps that will contribute towards strengthening investment in women and girls, with an emphasis on supporting their integration into markets. In addition, the panel will look at the different actors that influence the trade and gender agenda, assess the factors shaping efforts to increase action and investment in this area, and brainstorm on the way forward. 

Discussions will be guided by the following main questions: 

(i) What are the links between gender, development, and trade? 

(ii) What are the economic, political and technical factors that influence women's economic opportunities? 

(iii) How can multilateral institutions and funding agencies encourage enabling conditions for women's economic empowerment? and 

(iv) What are the priorities for action going forward? 
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