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Session 10: Africa’s benefits and challenges to regional and international trade
Organized by: Commonwealth Secretariat
Date: Thursday, 16 September, 09:00 – 11:00
Meeting Room: D
ABSTRACT
Even before the recent global economic crisis, the performance of African countries in international trade has been dismal, with their share of world exports standing at only about 3 per cent. Though trade and investment flows have been increasing between Africa and other emerging economies, the expansion of African trade still faces challenges arising from inadequate trade-support infrastructures and institutions, as well as from trade barriers to intra-regional trade. 
The extent to which Africa is benefiting from the multilateral system and the ways in which it might secure greater benefits need to be understood more fully. A critical review of the factors shaping Africa’s trade prospects would be helpful, with a view to identifying measures that would help Africa face its challenges and enhance its benefits from international trade. 
This session will focus on the support necessary to help Africa overcome its trade development challenges and enhance the beneficial outcomes of its engagement with emerging economies. The following specific issues will be addressed: the current state of Africa’s trade with other developing countries; the potential for Africa’s relations with emerging economies to contribute to its trade-led development; identification of the key impediments to sustainable growth in Africa’s investment inflows; the impact on African trade of expanded trade relations with emerging economies; how the multilateral trading system can help Africa benefit from its increased engagement with emerging economies; and the instruments that can be devised for improving Africa’s access to foreign markets. 
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