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Session 11: Governments, non-state actors & trade policy-making: negotiating preferentially or multilaterally?
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ABSTRACT
A pressing issue facing international trade relations is how to ensure compatibility between multilateral and preferential approaches to trade cooperation. This challenge has become greater with the recent rapid proliferation of Preferential Trade Agreements (PTAs). A good deal has been written about why governments might choose to negotiate preferentially or multilaterally, but this literature has been written almost exclusively from the perspective of governments. We know very little about how non-state actors (e.g. businesses, producer groups, trade unions, civil society organizations, think tanks, etc.) view this issue of “forum choice”, or how they position themselves to influence governments’ choices when considering whether to give preference to PTAs or to the WTO.  

This panel presents the findings of an international, multi-country research project that has investigated this issue through case studies of trade policy-making and forum choice in eight developing countries: Chile, Colombia, Indonesia, Jordan, Kenya, Mexico, South Africa and Thailand. The case studies are based on original research, including interviews with state and non-state actors involved in the trade policy-making process in the eight countries of this study.  
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