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Session 12: Policy coherence between trade, global food security 
and poverty reduction goals
Organized by: International Federation of Agricultural Producers (IFAP)
Date: Thursday, 16 September, 11:15 – 13:15
Meeting Room: W
ABSTRACT
For farmers, coherence among the policy decisions taken in the United Nations System, the Bretton Woods System - including the WTO - and the G8/G20 summits is critical to the world’s ability to achieve global food security and sustainable development. 

Trade rules are important in achieving global economic development, including increased food security and reduced poverty. However, food security cannot be achieved if trade rules dominate the legal decisions and treaties made within the United Nations and other global forums. The current balance leaves developing countries in a fragile situation. 

Laws aimed at promoting food security, managing food supplies and encouraging local food production can sometimes be conceived as contrary to trade rules and may then be challenged under the WTO’s dispute settlement mechanism. Yet, according to Article 103 of the UN Charter, “In the event of a conflict between the obligations of the Members of the United Nations under the present Charter and their obligations under any other international agreement, their obligations under the present Charter shall prevail.” 

This session seeks to help the WTO promote coherence at the international level to achieve global food security and reduce poverty. It will address the following questions:

1. What agricultural support systems would put farmers in a position to achieve economic, social and environmental sustainability, while maintaining an open trading system?

2. How can the WTO trading system incorporate the conventions of United Nations organizations and treaty bodies to achieve food-security and poverty-reduction goals?

3. How can the G8 and G20 summits better contribute to global policy coherence while promoting the growth of a more equitable world trading system? 
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