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Abstract


CropLife International assembled a diverse and experienced panel to address the question of whether, and how, the WTO can promote policy coherence with the rules of other inter-governmental bodies, particularly those related to food security, climate change and environmental protection, so that the critical tools of trade and innovation are best utilized in response to these global challenges. Specifically, the panellists addressed: (1) the effect environmental agreements have had on food security; (2) the interconnectivity of international trade and the protection of the environment; and (3) the importance of intergovernmental organization (IGO) coordination and partnerships in a climate-change response.

1.
Presentations by the panellists

(a)
Ruth Oniang'o, Founder, Rural Outreach Program (ROP); Editor-in-Chief, African Journal of Food, Agriculture, Nutrition and Development (AJFAND)


Prof. Oniang'o spoke of the following important items:


Importance of good governance at all levels. Good governance is important at all levels, national and international, to ensure that decisions by policy makers solve the problems that are a priority for people at the grass-root level. It is important that policy makers increase their commitment to finding appropriate strategies, and communicate, as well as coordinate, their strategies with all relevant stakeholders, at all levels, nationally and internationally.


Reliance on scientific information in policy-making. Policy makers should rely more on scientific information in negotiating and forming policies related to food security and environmental protection. In that respect, there is a role for scientists to inform and educate policy makers. There is similar scope for more training and capacity building of national scientists in developing countries.


Creating incentives for young farmer "entrepreneurs" in developing countries. Most small-holding farmers in Africa are women, who are struggling to feed their families and to make ends meet. They are largely left to themselves, with little or no information about farming, and no cooperatives which could provide relevant information or training. It is important to take steps to encourage young men to return to farming and to become "farmer entrepreneurs".

The African continent is well endowed with natural resources. Formerly a net exporter of food, it has now become a net importer of food aid. For Africa to be able to feed itself, as well as the rest of the world, there has to be political goodwill and a realization at the grass-root level of what globalization means and the opportunities it offers. Education, training, and sharing of experiences is essential to help farmer entrepreneurs conform with international standards (packaging requirements, labelling, etc.) which will allow them to export their products worldwide.

(b)
Gretchen Stanton, Senior Counsellor, Agriculture and Commodities Division, World Trade Organization (WTO)


Ms Stanton spoke of the importance of trade in the advancement of the protection of the environment.


She stated that it is our political and moral imperative to ensure that people have enough to eat and can access healthy food. Practical and safe solutions need to be found to fulfil that goal. In 40 years, predictions are that the world population will increase by 33 per cent. With changes in temperature and rainfall, today's breadbaskets will find it difficult to sustain current levels of productivity.


Good agricultural production requires a good environment. It is therefore important to ensure that the environment is protected for agriculture. However, as long as millions of people are starving and driven to slash-and-burn and similar practices, environmental protection will be a losing battle.


The so-called "trade versus environment" debate is a false dichotomy. Trade is one of the tools, not an end goal, which is used to reach objectives such as hunger reduction and environmental protection. For example, the WTO Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement) recognizes the sovereign right of governments to put measures in place to protect human, animal and plant life from certain risks, including any type of food contaminant. SPS measures thus relate directly to protection of the environment and of biodiversity.


Environmental protection and food security are challenges that require close collaboration among officials from various disciplines. Yet these challenges also require a well-coordinated and consistent approach at the national level, before being addressed at the international level.

(c)
Anatole Krattiger, Director, Global Challenges Division, World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)


Mr Krattiger spoke of the critical nature of IGO coordination and partnerships in addressing global challenges such as climate change.


There are three main goals in the current climate-change negotiations: (i) to accelerate the transfer and diffusion of technologies (adaptation as well as mitigation technologies); (ii) to incentivize the invention and development of new technologies; and (iii) to adapt new technologies to developing countries' needs.


Public goods are not opposed to private goods. Rather, the global supply chain – from the production to the consumption of a technology – involves many elements, both of a "public" and of a "private" nature. For example, the research and development (R&D) of a new technology often has a public-sector component, where R&D undertaken by a university is licensed to private companies for further development and, ultimately, is marketed for profit or for humanitarian use. It is the way these new technologies are made available to the public which is decisive.


Climate change presents an incredible opportunity for the public and private sectors to work together in the development of new technologies. Climate change is a challenge that has the potential to act as a catalyzing force, allowing us to turn a problem into an opportunity. In that respect, intellectual property is one of the tools that ensures access to and transfer of technologies, and provides incentives for the innovation of new technologies.

2.
Questions and comments by the audience 


A representative of the Namibian government stressed the importance of trade in the global supply chain. The importance of open, non-protectionist trade in ensuring food security was also discussed.

3.
Conclusions and way forward


Four points were highlighted in conclusion:

1. The challenges of climate change and food security require better-coordinated policies nationally and internationally.

2. The farming sector plays a key role in contributing to food security and availability. It is important to empower farmers, and to provide incentives to young people to return to farming and become "farmer entrepreneurs".
3. Trade is an important tool that contributes towards protecting biodiversity and to sustaining the production of food to feed 9 billion people in the future.

4. Climate change presents an opportunity for the public and private sectors to work together in the development of new technologies. In that respect, intellectual property is one of the tools that ensures access to and transfer of technologies, and provides incentives for the innovation of new technologies.
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