
[image: image3]


[image: image4.emf][image: image5.emf]
INT/SUB/770

[image: image2]

2

Session 31: Campaign for participation and representation of women’s issues in trade: Strengthening responses to create wealth and reduce poverty for women in informal cross-border trade in southern Africa
Organized by: Regional Export Promotion Trust Zimbabwe
Date: Friday, 17 September, 11:15 – 13:15
Meeting Room: E
ABSTRACT

In southern Africa, women remain the daily managers and users of natural resources. They are involved in the major decisions that govern these resources and the environment. In politics and decision-making, however, women are mobilized in large numbers to vote, yet remain absent in decision-making positions in both the public and private sectors. Women remain concentrated in the feminized professions such as teaching, nursing, secretarial work, etc., and at best hold middle management positions. It is important to understand the factors underlying this gender paralysis in trade development so that appropriate strategies can be designed and implemented. Enhanced participation and representation of “women-in-trade” issues in trade policy negotiations are called for in order to bridge the gap between policy formulation and implementation. This will enable women to influence fair trade, establish simplified trade regime frameworks, and protect women’s rights in trade and employment. 
This session will cover:

· Representation of women in government trade negotiation delegations so they can influence negotiation outcomes.

· Access to markets for women traders, particularly in small-scale agriculture and small and medium enterprises (SMEs).
· Issues of subsidies and excessive protectionism for small-scale farmers in Europe at the expense of developing countries. 

· Social dumping and economic justice.
· Labour standards and trade. 

· Mainstreaming intellectual property rights for women’s arts and crafts and herbal-garden produce.

· The importance of mainstreaming gender on trade, and alternatives for sustainable trade development.

From a gender perspective, this session will discuss how these trends cause and deepen the feminization of poverty in Africa, so that policy-makers and decision-makers can take this paradigm into consideration and come up with gender-sensitive economic alternatives for sustainable development in Africa.
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