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ABSTRACT


The forces governing world trade are not confined to the WTO.  To maintain its pace and its legitimacy and to ensure the opening up of markets, the international trade regime has to find ways to enhance its capacity to take account of human rights and the rights of migrants, labour and environmental law, and the redistribution of benefits.


This session will seek to identify and comment on various practical ways to ensure the coherence and development of the trade regime.  We shall be identifying which of the international rules currently in force in the area of human rights, the rights of migrants, and labour and environmental law should be taken into account in international trade.


We shall be addressing, in particular, ways to improve the development and linkage of these rules with WTO law and/or to ensure that they are reflected in the rights and obligations of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), as well as the coordination ‑ in certain sectors codification ‑ mechanisms between international institutions and at the State level.


There is also the question of recourse to judicial and administrative mechanisms and the impact studies conducted in certain sectors, for example in the environmental, social and economic areas.  How can these studies be improved and extended to other sectors?  Who is best placed to conduct these studies:  the government authorities, the international institutions and or private entities?  These are some of the questions and solutions that could help to improve coherence.
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