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Session 35: Biofuel subsidies and standards: WTO considerations
Organized by: International Food & Agricultural Trade Policy Council (IPC)
Date: Friday, 17 September, 14:15 – 16:15
Meeting Room: D
ABSTRACT

The objective of this session is to examine which WTO rules are relevant for support to the biofuel sector (mainly via mandates and subsidies) and for sustainability standards (in particular those incorporating lifecycle analyses) for biofuels, and to stimulate debate and further thinking. The session will be used as the European launch of IPC’s paper “Biofuel and Biomass Subsidies: Towards a Transparent System of Notification”.
The following questions will be addressed during this session:

· On the question of subsidies, questions to be asked will include: How are subsidies to the three key biofuel producers (Brazil, the United States and the European Union) being notified to the WTO? Can biofuel subsidies be considered agricultural subsidies, therefore falling under the Agreement on Agriculture’s domestic support pillar? How does the OECD’s (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development) Producer Support Estimate approach biofuel support? How can open questions on notification be clarified in order to allow greater transparency on levels of subsidies? 

· On the issue of sustainability standards, questions to be pursued will include: What trade issues are raised by the incorporation of lifecycle analyses in sustainability standards? Do these issues differ as a result of their effect on decisions of whether to import certain types of biofuels, whether to count certain biofuels towards fulfilling a government mandate, or whether to grant subsidies to blenders using these biofuels?
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