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Session 36: Antidumping regime: a view from the competition policy perspective
Organized by: Federal Competition Commission, Mexico (CFC)
Date: Thursday, 16 September, 16:30 – 18:30
Meeting Room: E
ABSTRACT
The objective of trade policy is to promote market efficiency through free trade and market liberalization. Free trade means, among other things, the introduction of international competition into domestic markets, resulting in better consumer welfare and a more efficient allocation of resources. Competition policy pursues the same objectives and is designed to ensure that companies do not limit the benefits of market liberalization through anticompetitive behavior. For this reason, complementarities between these two policies have been discussed by both academics and policy-makers. A question that naturally arose during this debate was to what extent it is possible and desirable to substitute antidumping regulations with those that govern competition policy and what the impact, if any, of such substitution would be.
The thematic structure of the session will be the following:
I. Interface between antidumping rules and competition laws
After discussing the similarities, differences and complementarities between antidumping rules and those that commonly govern competition policy, the session will examine the following questions: What are the objectives of antidumping and competition laws? Where do their objectives overlap? What have been the effects of the application of these rules in the international market place? 
II. Evolution of use of antidumping rules and competition laws

The session will address the following questions: Has the use of antidumping rules and competition laws changed over the last 50 years? Can countries use these rules as a protectionist measure? What options are available for national and international policymakers to prevent this?  

III. Current debate on use of antidumping rules versus national competition regimes

The panellists will provide their viewpoints on the expected impact of replacing antidumping with competition policy and on whether international organizations should pursue an agreement for a common competition legal framework.
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