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Session 13:  The WTO in Transition:  Coping with New and Evolving Challenges

Organized by: iPolitics.ca and Grey, Clark, Shih and Associates, Limited

Date:  Monday, 19 September, 16:15 – 18:15

Meeting Room:  E

ABSTRACT

There is an urgent need to bring the WTO more fully into the twenty-first century. Currently, one of the principal challenges for the WTO and its members is to adjust to new realities in order to achieve its goals in an increasingly uncertain global environment. The purpose of this session is to explore why the WTO has not been able to achieve its goals in an increasingly complex world and to discuss possible solutions. While agriculture and food security are an important sub-theme of this session, the speakers will also address more general problems and possible solutions.  

Their approach will recognize and address the influences of the changing global environment.  Natural crises, both climactic and disease-related, price shocks, food to fuel switches and price volatility, as well as financial and geopolitical events, have changed the world dramatically, even since the time of the Marrakesh Ministerial.

The speakers will address the impacts of speculation in futures markets, export controls, currency manipulation and the disruptive impact of rich country subsidies, as well as food safety, “buy local” policies and labelling initiatives.  

No matter how the WTO system is tweaked or modified, without leadership and political will from members, the necessary consensus will not be achieved. This session will feature very frank and animated presentations in a no-holds-barred approach designed to stimulate questions and audience participation.  
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