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ABSTRACT

Information industries –- not just Internet companies, but also financial institutions, broadcasters and anyone dealing with digital data–-depend upon free flows of information to deliver their services across borders. Free flow of information underpins electronic commerce and trade.
Some forms of blocking are justifiable: the worldwide prohibitions on child pornography and copyright infringement, for example. Others, however, are overbroad and unwarranted. When a government blocks the entire online platform such as YouTube or Yahoo news due to a handful of user-generated videos or posts that violate local sensibilities, the net result is the same as blocking a physical product at its border.

In order to maximize the benefits of  the knowledge economy, trade agreements need to ensure free flow of information. The WTO should include this concept of free flow of information in its work - incrementally, agreement-by-agreement, over the coming decade and beyond.


This session will highlight a global trade challenge that is little understood and little discussed but critical to the future of world trade.
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