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Session 35: Keeping the WTO rulebook up to date: possible new approaches?

Organized by: The European Commission

Date: Wednesday, 21 September, 11:15 - 13:15

Meeting Room: W

ABSTRACT

With almost a decade of negotiations required to conclude the Uruguay Round, and the Doha Round progressing from one deadlock into another, observers of the WTO have offered a number of diagnoses as to why the WTO membership finds it so difficult to update the multilateral rulebook. One proposition is that the sheer scope of the negotiating agenda makes it impossible for the membership to come to an agreement. It is also argued that the “single undertaking” approach is not conducive to progress in negotiations as it allows the lowest (or slowest) common denominator take the whole negotiating agenda hostage.

Suggestions as to what could potentially serve as alternative, more flexible negotiating structures in the WTO include wider recourse to sectoral stand-alone agreements among a critical mass of participants, and a model whereby the membership would develop and update the rulebook incrementally through a process of continuous consultations and decisions. The panel is invited to discuss how the WTO could most effectively develop its negotiation methods rulebook in the medium term, beyond the current negotiating agenda.
Possible questions for discussion:

· Are broad single undertaking rounds still capable of updating the WTO rulebook in a rapidly evolving global economy?

· What alternatives are available for market access and regulatory issues? 
· Can the WTO's "middle pillar" of continuous monitoring and peer review offer any lessons for the negotiating pillar?

· Is the diagnosis focusing on the negotiating structures correct after all? Are the perceived problems of architecture actually about something else?
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