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Session 43: Achieving Food Security through World Markets

Organized by: International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI)

Date: Wednesday, 21 September, 16:15-18:15

Meeting Room: W

ABSTRACT

This session will tackle the sensitive question of how trade openness can contribute to food security at a global, regional and country level. Faced with growing global food requirements and the uncertainty driven by climate change, the trade system has to play a critical role in managing both short-term and long-term imbalances. This requires multilateral policy coordination. This session will address two dimensions of the current policy status and future needs. First, it will assess compliance with the domestic support commitments under the Agreement on Agriculture and examine what is needed to improve the policy environment in order to contribute to global food security. Second, it will analyze how the recent food price increases have impacted on agricultural trade policies and trade flows and consider how to ensure stable world markets that give incentives for countries to fully incorporate trade into their food security strategy.
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