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Abstract
Regional and Bilateral Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) constitute active efforts to liberalize international trade.  Many of these agreements include provisions to supplement the protection of intellectual property rights established in the World Trade Organization’s (WTO) Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property (TRIPs) Agreement. Our diverse panel will feature: a government official from Jordan, the first country to sign and implement an FTA with the United States since entry into force of the WTO; an official from the Organization for American States, the world’s oldest regional organization; and a legal scholar and private sector attorney who has argued before the WTO Appellate Body, negotiated WTO rules, and recently completed a substantial study on this particular subject.  They will provide their perspectives on how changing intellectual property rules have affected the flow of new products and ideas in the global marketplace.
This session will address the following issues:
· Has increased intellectual property protection been a boon or a barrier for domestic industry and for development?
· What are the main challenges/opportunities for developing countries wishing to benefit from intellectual property (IP) rules in recent FTAs?
· What can developed and developing countries do in the context of the multilateral system to advance innovation-enabling IP policies?
· Should IP provisions be negotiated in the regional or bilateral context or exclusively in the multilateral context?
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