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Abstract
Regional and bilateral free trade agreements (FTAs) constitute active efforts to liberalize international trade. Many of these agreements include provisions to supplement the protection of intellectual property rights established in the World Trade Organization’s (WTO) Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property (TRIPS) Agreement. The session explored how changing intellectual property rules have affected the flow of new products and ideas in the global marketplace. It addressed the following issues:

· Has increased intellectual property (IP) protection been a boon or a barrier for domestic industry and for development?

· What policies and regulatory environments are most conducive to stimulating innovation and to bringing new products to market? 

· What are the main challenges and opportunities for developing countries wishing to benefit from IP rules in recent FTAs?

· What policies help the global economy to grow and how can trade contribute to spurring innovation and to delivering more products to more people?

· What can developed and developing countries do in the context of the multilateral system to advance innovation-enabling IP policies?

1. Presentations by the panellists

Both panelists discussed the economic and practical benefits of strengthened intellectual property provisions in developing economies.
(a)  Mr Cesar Parga, Senior Specialist, Department of Economic Development, Trade and Tourism, Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), Organization of American States (OAS)

Mr Parga provided both an overview of the current FTA environment and detailed experiences of small and medium-sized innovators in Latin America who have leveraged increased IP protection in their domestic economies to increase their global competitiveness. 

Mr Parga based his presentation on success stories from small and medium-sized enterprises in different countries (such as Brazil, Peru, Chile, and Mexico) to emphasize the benefits of intellectual property protection on innovation and trade.  He stressed that innovation was key to development, to generate a sustainable comparative advantage, as well as a better quality of life.

His examples demonstrated that local companies are not threatened by an increase in IP protection, but, rather, can thrive when they have access to the right tools.  He pointed to the lack of resources in developing countries and stressed the need for technical assistance and best practices to help developing countries benefit from IP rights.

Mr Parga concluded that IP was a means to enhance innovation and trade, but not an end in itself.  
(b)
Mr Alexander Koff, Senior Consultant at IIPI; Partner and Chair of the global practice of Whiteford, Taylor & Preston L.L.C.

Mr Koff presented the results of a recent “Study on the Economic Impact of ‘TRIPS Plus’ Free Trade Agreement” (published 10 August, 2011).  The study examined the “TRIPS-Plus” provisions of the 14 free trade agreements (FTAs) signed and implemented by the United States since the start of the WTO in 1995. Mr Koff's presentation highlighted the lessons learned from regional and bilateral FTAs and assessed economic impacts as well as whether stronger rules on IP rights stimulate innovation.  The study’s recommendations generated discussion among non-governmental organizations and government negotiators, particularly those focused on the Trans-Pacific Partnership negotiations. 
 

2. Questions and answers
The presenters’ points were reinforced by a member of the audience from Jordan, who pointed out how Jordan has benefited economically (particularly in the pharmaceutical sector) from the implementation of the United States-Jordan FTA.  Another participant asked Mr Koff about the research in the study he presented.

3. Conclusion
The session demonstrated the positive economic and practical implications of strengthened intellectual property provisions in developing economies. It also highlighted how small and medium-sized entrepreneurs can take advantage of IP protection. 

