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Abstract

Trade can be a significant driver of economic growth, but it does not automatically create new opportunities in developing markets, particularly in the agriculture sector. The potential conflicts among increased economic growth, more open markets, regional market development and enhanced agricultural productivity are not well understood. More informed policy based on real private-sector experience is critical – especially within the public sector, which still directs much of the support for African agricultural development. New and more inclusive ways of identifying and advancing opportunities for investment, entrepreneurship and innovation are required.

The session explored a ground-up, market-focused approach to trade and development that focuses on building African regional markets, strengthening supply chains and enhancing food security. In particular, it explored an integrated approach to trade and development policy that rests on strong collaboration between the public and private sectors. It brings together policy approaches – including WTO disciplines, trade agreements and tools such as capacity-building and technical assistance – and innovative solutions from business, non-profit and research communities that address development needs. It drew on the work of the Advisory Council on Trade, a group of leading experts in the field that came together to develop a new model for encouraging increased trade, investment and development. The Advisory Council on Trade has developed its first set of recommendations focused on the East African Community, which outline a market-focused process for combining trade and development policy tools. It is now engaged in consultations around these initial recommendations and deeper research needed for implementation of the approach.

1. Presentations by the panellists
This session focused on the challenges facing the African agricultural sector and the implications for trade policy. The panel presented an analysis of existing trade barriers, including from the economic perspective, which was illuminated by anecdotes and real examples of how such impediments affect different economic actors across the continent. The panel’s overarching recommendation was that a better understanding of the growth potential in the agricultural sector and the specific trade barriers that stand in its way is necessary and that mechanisms are needed to ensure that trade policy is better tailored and implemented to address these challenges to investment and growth.
The panel identified different obstacles to the development of a healthy and diverse agricultural sector in Africa. All speakers identified barriers to trade – be they regulatory barriers or impediments created by poor infrastructure – as significantly affecting the growth of the industry.

The panel also highlighted that responses to food crises – such as, for example, export restrictions – may have deleterious effects to which poor farmers in Africa are particularly vulnerable. The panel recommended that these measures be studied further and that they be considered in the context of WTO discussions.
The panel supported the importance of regional agreements and efforts for integration, but several of the panellists questioned the extent to which regional trade agreements are having a positive development impact, mainly because these agreements are not being implemented. The panellists concluded that these agreements may not be affecting domestic farmers and entrepreneurs in the manner envisaged by the drafters and that additional analysis and better mechanisms for private-sector input and engagement would be helpful.
2. Conclusions
While there was support for liberalization of, and growth in, agricultural trade through the multilateral system, one of the main conclusions of the panel was that direct investment opportunities, underpinned by empirical research and informed by the experiences of farmers, investors and other private actors, should form the basis of identification and analysis of impediments to the development of the industry. Such an approach could help build what 
Ms Katrin Kuhlmann, moderator of the session and President of TransFarm Africa, described as the “missing middle”: that is, the lack of connection between local entrepreneurs and larger, better functioning markets required to develop a robust, diverse and sustainable agricultural sector in Africa.
