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SESSION 12: AGRICULTURAL INNOVATION FOR THE 21ST CENTURY:

MATCHING THE INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY FRAMEWORK WITH FARMERS’ NEEDS
Organized by: Quaker United Nations Office (QUNO) and
International Institute for Environment and Development (IIED)
Date: Monday, 24 September, 16:15 — 18:15
Meeting Room: S2
ABSTRACT

This session will explore which kind of intellectual property (IP) framework can best encourage agricultural research and development, with a view to increasing food production in changing climatic conditions. The session will pay attention to the expertise and needs of small-scale farmers, as well as others involved in agricultural research. Small-scale farmers are custodians of knowledge about seeds, food production and climate, and thus their capacity for innovation, particularly when combined with cutting-edge scientific research, can make a significant impact on food production. A challenge will be to ensure that the IP policy framework supports — and does not undermine — the various kinds of innovation that are necessary in agriculture. This session’s objective is to identify which kind of processes and approaches can support and sustain different types of agricultural innovation.
