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SESSION 28: INVESTMENT PROVISIONS AND AGREEMENTS:
WHAT IS THE RIGHT 21ST CENTURY APPROACH?
Organized by: Our World Is Not for Sale (OWINFS) network, International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC) and Public Citizen

Date: Tuesday, 25 September, 18:15 — 20:15
Meeting Room: S2
ABSTRACT

This session will assess the current situation of investment agreements and investment provisions in bilateral, regional and multilateral trade agreements. It will examine how they impact on development and the multilateral system, and point a way forward towards a framework for the utilization of investment for development. The speakers will offer innovative approaches and perspectives that will provide a positive agenda of a way forward for investment rules in the 21st century.

· How should the interests of host and recipient countries be balanced in investment agreements?

· What should be the role of institutions such as the WTO, the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), or non-state actors, including non-governmental organizations and the business sector, in developing investment agreements?

· Given the impasse in the Doha negotiations, should the issue of investment come back on the agenda of the negotiations at the WTO?

· What are the evidence-based best methods for developing countries to attract investment that is beneficial for their development?

· Is there a model 21st-century policy for attracting investment for development purposes?
