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ABSTRACT

This session will explore the implications of the growing number of trade agreements negotiated outside the multilateral system and present two distinct perspectives on whether these agreements are helping or hindering multilateralism. The first perspective, presented by the GIPC, will examine how the multilateral framework can evolve to address the needs of 21st century business innovations. In particular, it will feature a discussion on the advancement in products and markets of intellectual property-intensive industries, and ask whether trade agreements are improving the business environment from the minimum standards established by the WTO.

Other questions this panel will address are:

· Do these agreements improve the availability for consumers to new innovations and creative works?

· What are current or future problems which need to be addressed in the trading system to promote solutions to global problems?

The second perspective, presented by the ICTSD, will address the WTO's role in light of recent international developments in the post-TRIPS (Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights) world — especially bilateral, regional and plurilateral agreements such as the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement (ACTA) and the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP).

The questions the second panel will address are:

· Can TRIPS offer more than minimum standards which WTO members can expand at will?

· What provisions in these agreements may raise concerns in light of TRIPS flexibilities, especially those relating to public health and access to knowledge?
