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ABSTRACT

The objective of this session is to explore whether the present impasse in the Doha negotiations can be broken by focusing on the original development objectives of the Doha Round and to suggest ways of moving ahead. While many countries are working to preserve the multilateral mandate to ensure that any future WTO outcome promotes a 21st-century vision of development, other countries have maintained a push for further liberalization — sometimes through mechanisms of plurilateral, bilateral or regional trade agreements that could result in a two-tiered system and threaten the universality of the multilateral framework. We will also examine whether the proposals for new methods such as plurilaterals and new issues can help or hinder progress in the Doha Round.

These and other key issues will be addressed by the expert panel:

· Given the crisis in the Doha Round, what are the potential future scenarios regarding the multilateral WTO negotiations?

· What are the 21st-century issues for developing countries? 

· What are “plurilaterals”, and how do they threaten a development-centred multilateral trade framework at the WTO?

· How can institutions such as the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and non-governmental organizations, aside from the business sector, strengthen and contribute to the multilateral system at this point in the negotiations? 

· What should be the role of the Group of 20 (G-20) and the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) in the WTO negotiations?

· What is a new approach that could break through the impasse, so that countries can continue to use the multilateral trade framework for the benefit of their development?
