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SESSION 9: PERSPECTIVES ON SUSTAINABILITY:

RENEWABLE RESOURCES, TRADE AND WTO GOVERNANCE
Organized by: Global Footprint Network (GFN), International Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development (ICTSD), Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies (IHEID), Centre for International Environmental Studies (CIES) and International Economic Law Interest Group (IEcLIG), American Society of International Law (ASIL)
Date: Monday, 24 September, 14:00 — 16:00
Meeting Room: S3
ABSTRACT

Against the backdrop of changing production and consumption patterns of natural resources, the various interlinked and sometimes competing policy interests around clean energy demands, and the environmental impact and price volatility of food commodities, this panel will examine the meaning and value of “sustainability”. Energy security, climate change mitigation, price stability and food security are among the policy angles through which this session will examine sustainable natural resource use. The fragmented nature of natural resource management will be considered.

The session will begin with an overview of trade and natural resources linkage, specifically connecting agricultural subsidies and price volatility for food commodities with bio-fuel and export control policies. In considering the “value” of sustainability, the session will look closely at global footprint accounting methods for better understanding human impact on the environment. The relevance of WTO rules and domestic trade policies as they relate to natural resources will be discussed, with a focus on lessons from the recent China—Raw Materials case. Regional and domestic issues on renewable resources will also be considered, such as the US—Brazil debate on ethanol. The discussion concludes with multilateral solutions for governance, including the role of the WTO as a possible unifying governing structure and of the viability of multilateral environmental agreements in light of philosophical clashes on domestic trade policy.
