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1 CR 
Opening 
plenary 
debate 

Opening 
plenary 
debate 

World Trade 
Organization 

The trading landscape is increasingly influenced by technological change, shifting employment 

patterns and environmental concerns which are redefining demand patterns and production 
methods. Adapting to this evolving landscape presents challenges and opportunities not only for the 
trading system, but also for policy makers, businesses and workers.  
 

This session will bring together a panel of experts to discuss how societies can best prepare and 
adapt to a changing world and better harness the opportunities offered by trade. They will deliberate 

on how countries can address the challenges of new technologies to ensure that benefits are 

conducive to a more inclusive trading system. The panel will consider the important role of services 
in trade and how countries can leverage this sector to increase their participation in trade. It will also 
discuss the role of the next generation in shaping the future of the trading system to meet their 

hopes and expectations. 
 
Panellists: 

• Tina Fordham, Director and Chief Global Political Analyst, Citi 

• Melanie Kreis, Chief Financial Officer, Deutsche Post DHL Group 

• Jeffrey D. Sachs, University Professor and Director, Center for Sustainable Development, 
Columbia University 

• Adebola Williams, CEO, RED | For Africa 

Moderator: 

• Roberto Azevêdo, Director-General, World Trade Organization 



8 October 2019 

13:00 - 14:00 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

2 

 
Atrium 

Meet 
the 

Author 

Schism: 
China, 

America, 
and the 

fracturing of 

the global 
trading 
system 

WTO 
Bookshop 

and 

Library 

China's entry into the WTO was heralded as historic, and for good reason: the world's most 
populous nation was joining the rule-based system that has governed international commerce since 
WW2. The full ramifications of that event are only now becoming apparent, as the Chinese 

economic juggernaut has evolved in unanticipated ways.  
 
 

 
Paul Blustein chronicles the process resulting in China's WTO membership and the transformative 
changes that followed - for China, for its trading partners, and for the global trading system. The 

book recounts how China opened its markets and underwent far-reaching reforms that fuelled its 

economic take-off. Events took a potentially catastrophic turn in 2018 with the eruption of a trade 
war between China and the United States.  
 

 
 
Authors: 

• Paul Blustein, Senior Fellow, Centre for International Governance Innovation (CIGI) 

Moderator: 

• Xinquan Tu, Dean and Professor, China Institute for WTO Studies, University of 

International Business and Economics 



8 October 2019 

14:15 - 15:45 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

3 S1 
Working 

Session 

Forum 
participants’ 

views on 

trade: A 

comparison 
with public 

views 

German 

Marshall 

Fund 

Trade issues are increasing the subject of public debate and political discourse. Trade is no longer 
just a topic of debate among opinion leaders. The WTO Public Forum is a unique assembly of both 
opinion leaders and public representatives and thus a unique opportunity to assess the views of 

such influentials and, where possible, to compare their views with those of the general public. 
These findings will help kick off a discussion of both the divergences and shared views between the 
public and opinion leaders.  

Panellists: 

• Frank Heemskerk, Secretary General, European Round Table of Industrialists 

• Xolelwa Mlumbi-Peter, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of the Republic of South 
Africa to the WTO 

• Rufus Yerxa, President, National Foreign Trade Council 

Moderator: 

• Bruce Stokes, non-resident fellow, German Marshall Fund 



8 October 2019 

14:15 - 15:45 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

4 S2 
Working 
Session 

Crafting a 

regulatory 

regime that 
supports the 

digital economy 
and young 

entrepreneurship 

Sovereign 

Strategy 

TCube 

Consulting 

LLP 

Appleton 

Luff - 
International 

Lawyers 

Mode One trade challenges the traditional nation-state model of trade. Millennials, 
Generation Z, and the digital economy thrive in an unregulated environment unfettered by 
taxes, firewalls, and capital restrictions. They no longer feel the need to be associated with 

a nation state. How can we ensure that the future is bright for young entrepreneurs who 
are active in Mode One? What can the WTO do to keep the doors of cross-border service 
trade and finance open, while protecting privacy and preventing irresponsible and lawless 

behaviour? Should the WTO develop rules governing cross-border data flows? What can the 
WTO Members do to foster an entrepreneurial climate best suited to Millennials and 
Generation Z, while at the same time protecting their citizens? The objective of this 

Working Session is to answer these questions, which are important given the growing 

concern about better data governance. 

Panellists: 

• Arthur Appleton, Partner, Appleton Luff - International Lawyers 

• Pallavi Bajaj, Partner, TCube Consulting LLP 

• Robert Burlison, Director for International Government Affairs, INTUIT 

• Sabina Ciofu, Head of EU and Trade Policy, techUK 

Moderator: 

• Antoinette Hage, Social Media Coordinator & Senior Account Manager, Sovereign 

Strategy 



8 October 2019 

14:15 - 15:45 
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5 S3 
Working 
Session 

Trading in women’s 

rights: How does 
trade in public 

services impact on 

gender equality and 
sustainable 

development? 

Action Aid 

UK 

Action Aid 
Viet Nam 

The Buenos Aires Declaration at the 2017 WTO Ministerial has placed trade and gender 
at the forefront of policy debates. There is growing consensus on the fundamental role 
that free and universal public services play in advancing women’s rights and sustainable 

development, whilst at the same time trade in public services is being viewed as the 
‘next frontier’ for growth. This session will explore the contradiction this presents, 
together with the impacts of liberalising public services in recent trade agreements on 

the ambitious aim to empower women through trade set out in the 2017 Declaration, 
focusing on new analysis from Vietnam. In this session, ActionAid UK seeks to advance 
understandings of the complex ways trade impacts on women’s rights, and invites a 

vibrant discussion on the challenges presented by current trading regimes and the 

solutions that can be offered to address negative impacts.  

Panellists: 

• Thao Hoang Phuong, Country Director, Action Aid Viet Nam 

• Azra Talat Sayeed, Founder, Roots for Equity 

• Gul Unal, Chief of Training and Outreach Unit in the Division on Globalization and 
Development Strategies, UNCTAD 

• Marcel Vernooij, Deputy Permanent Representative of Netherlands to WTO/Head 
Economic and Development Affairs, Permanent Representation of the Kingdom of 
the Netherlands to the United Nations Office and other International 

Organizations in Geneva 

Moderator: 

• Mariama Williams, Senior Programme Officer, South Centre 



8 October 2019 

14:15 - 15:45 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

6 W 
Working 
Session 

WTO 

dispute 

settlement 
- A 

renovation 
case? 

Bertelsmann 
Stiftung 

This session will present and discuss a survey of WTO member delegations and practitioners on 
the role and importance of the Appellate Body; what respondents regard as critical features of an 
updated conflict resolution system that is fit for purpose in the 21st century; and possible paths 

forward in updating the DSU. The session will address the following questions: How strong is the 
support for an Appellate Body? Is the AB dispute distracting attention from consideration of 
alternative ways to manage trade conflicts in the trading system? What do countries that do not 

participate in disputes think is in their interest? The main goal of the session is to discuss whether 
we need to re-think the dispute settlement system instead of assuming that tinkering will be 
enough. 

Panellists: 

• Merit Janow, Dean, School for International Public Affairs, Columbia University 

• Petros Mavroidis, Edwin B. Parker Professor of Foreign and Comparative Law, Columbia 
Law School 

• Claudia Orozco, Principal, Trade Law Advice, former trade policy official for Colombia 

• Ernesto Zedillo, Frederick Iseman ’74 Director, Yale Center for the Study of Globalization 

Moderator: 

• Mia Horn af Rantzien, CEO, SNS Centre for Business and Policy Studies, former Swedish 

Ambassador to the WTO 



8 October 2019 

14:15 - 15:45 
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7 CR 
Working 

Session 

2020 Vision: How successful 
conclusion of fisheries 

subsidies negotiations can 
demonstrate that the WTO is 
adapting to a changing world 

The Pew 

Charitable 

Trusts 

International 
Institute for 

Sustainable 
Development 

(IISD) 

Friends of 
Ocean Action 

After two decades of stop-start negotiations, less than two months remain for 
WTO members to fulfil the MC11 Ministerial Mandate to reach an agreement to 
end harmful fisheries subsidies by 2020. Science indicates that doing so could 

be the greatest single action that governments can take to combat overfishing, 
which today threatens the health of the world’s ocean. Never has there been 
greater political momentum nor more evidence of the need to act to protect the 

ocean, and the livelihoods of people that depend on it. The international 
community must adapt to our changing world. In line with the 2019 Public 
Forum theme, the session will examine how the fisheries subsidies negotiations 

could be a testing ground for innovative approaches to demonstrate how 

environmental considerations can be better taken into account in global trade, 
reignite confidence in the rules-based trading regime, and show a pathway for 
institutional reform.  

Panellists: 

• Stephen de Boer, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Canada to 
the WTO 

• Ussif Rashid Sumaila, Director, Fisheries Economics Research Unit, 
University of British Columbia 

• Peter Thomson, Ambassador, United Nations Secretary-General’s 

Special Envoy for the Ocean 

• Alice Tipping, Lead - Fisheries Subsidies, International Institute for 

Sustainable Development (IISD) 

Moderator: 

• Soumaya Keynes, Trade and US Economics Editor, The Economist 



8 October 2019 

14:15 - 15:45 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

8  E Workshop 

Youth's 

perspective 
on the 

future of 
trade 

Global 

Shapers 
Community 

- Geneva 
Hub 

In an era of constant change and societal transformation, the youth are increasingly considered a 
crucial stakeholder to engage with when looking at the challenges of our times and the potential 
solutions. The Geneva Hub of the Global Shapers Community proposes a workshop aiming to 

bring forth the pressing issues that young people care about and that impact the way the youth 
perceive trade, for instance, when looking at climate change, the impact of new technologies and 
how the youth can be involved in shaping a better and fairer trading system for everyone. The 

Geneva Hub will leverage the network of Global Shapers from across the world to truly reflect 
diversity in the voices of the youth.  

Panellists: 

• Alice Guo, Consultant, WHO 

• Yannick Heiniger, Partnerships Manager, International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) 

• Lorenzo Niola, Head of Ecosystem Development, Hatch CoLab 

• Matel Sow, Project Manager, HURIDOCS 

Moderator: 

• Enrico Nano, PhD Candidate, The Graduate Institute Geneva (IHEID) 



8 October 2019 

14:15 - 15:45 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

9 F 
Working 
Session 

Creative content and data-
driven international trade: 

Modernizing the 
multilateral trading system 

with an Orange 4.0 
approach.  

Ministry of 
Trade, 

Industry 
and 

Tourism of 
Colombia 

Colombia is convinced that the creative industries’ sector – what is known in 
Colombia as the Orange Economy (OE) - is the future for economic development, 
and the economic sector that will forge new and revolutionary international trade 

practices. The OE is creating an exponential increase of creative content and data-
driven international trade in order to adjust to and satisfy the consumption needs 
(e.g. immediacy) of Millennials and Gen Z consumers, and increasingly other 

generations as well. The 24 year-old (and 72 year-old) multilateral trading rules 
must be modernized to keep up with new trading practices and evolving dynamics 
of international trade. The WTO must remain in the vanguard of such evolution to 

maintain its global relevance. This session will allow us to introduce the concept of 

the OE to the WTO Membership and interested parties, proposing practical and 
concrete actions to include it in its multilateral agenda.  

Panellists: 

• Crispin Conroy, Representative Director in Geneva, International Chamber 

of Commerce 

• Jennifer Hillman, Senior Fellow for Trade and International Political 
Economy, Council on Foreign Relations 

• Santiago Wills, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Colombia to the 

WTO 

Moderator: 

• Hamid Mamdouh, Senior Counsel, King & Spalding LLP 



8 October 2019 

14:15 - 15:45 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

10

 EN, 

FR 

B 
Working 

Session 

Rethinking 
services 

trade in a 
digital 
world 

Frontier 

Economics 

Digitisation is changing what we trade, how we trade it, and who participates in trade. Yet there is a 
need for policymakers to have a toolkit that helps them understand the the economics of 
digitisation, as well as how this in turn can inform trade policies and trade rules that are globally 

beneficial. We focus specifically on what digitisation means for the future of services trade, by 
looking at four clusters of issues: (i) how digitisation reduces trade costs in services; (ii) how can 
we write trade rules that reflect the digital economy (iii) what does digitisation offer SMEs in 

services trade; and (iv) across all those dimensions, what is at stake for developing countries 
specifically.  

Panellists: 

• Ingo Borchert, Senior Lecturer in Economics, Sussex University 

• Amar Breckenridge, Senior Associate, Frontier Economics 

• Cosmina Dorobantu, Deputy Director, Programme for Public Policy, Alan Turing Institute 

Moderator: 

• Alan Winters, Professor of Economics, Sussex University 



8 October 2019 

16:00 - 17:30 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

11 S1 
Working 
Session 

Where 
is 

Africa 

in the 
next 

chapter 
of the 

WTO? 

Africa Trade 
Network (ATN) 
hosted by Third 
World Network, 

Africa 

Southern and 

Eastern Africa 
Trade Information 
and Negotiation 

Institute (SEATINI), 
Uganda 

The need to reform the WTO to respond to the challenges confronting member states seem to 
enjoy a consensus among WTO member states. What stokes the difference is the direction of 
the reform. Some member states are calling for new approaches to decision making such as 

on plurilateral basis clearly exemplified by the electronic commerce proposals; narrowing the 
scope and application of SDT, regularizing plurilateral agreements, tightening the rules in 
some areas. Others, especially the Africa Group, India and others hold a contrary view. 

Reforms of the WTO must start from the addressing the decades-old inequities in the world 
trading system. How can these issues be resolved in the changing world in such a way that 
delivers jobs, incomes and development in Africa? Is it still legitimate to hold on to 

longstanding issues of Africa or Africa should wake up to the reality confronting the world. 

Panellists: 

• Edouard Bizumuremyi, Embassy of Republic of Rwanda Missions in Switzerland 

• Aileen Kwa, South Centre, Geneva 

• Jane Nalunga, Southen and Eastern Africa Trade and Information Institute, SEATINI, 
Uganda 

• Sudhir Sooklal, South African Missions in Brussels 

Moderator: 

• Wullo Sylvester Bagooro, Third World Network-Africa 



8 October 2019 

16:00 - 17:30 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

12 S2 
Working 
Session 

CANCELLED  
 

 

 
 

Rethinking the 
approach towards 
services- Enabling 

SMEs from 
developing 

economies to join 
GVCs  

Indo 

Global 
SME 

Chamber 

Role of services in production, distribution, and trade is rising. Services have evolved 
dramatically and have reduced space and time and provided a platform for the explosive 
growth of international trade and investment. This offers both opportunities and challenges 

for developing and LDCs. The rise of IT has reduced trade-related information and 
communication costs and increased the global distribution of production for SMEs to 
specialize in narrow activities at various stages along the production chain. It has allowed 

the manufacturing SMEs in GVCs to participate through both, backward and forward linkages 
However, In the developing and LDC countries, services have often been neglected in policy 
development. Furthermore, most discussions on services are around opportunities for trade 

in services rather than services supportive of participation in GVCs. This approach needs 

rethinking by national policy-makers. This session will discuss and offer suggestions on the 
various issues on services for policy makers. 

Panellists: 

• Jai Agrawal, Director, Moksha Financial Services 

• Amber Arondekar, Founder and Director, The Impact Learning 

• Krishna Giri, Founder and Director, Samruddhi Capital 

• Vinit Maheshwari, CEO, M2 Business Allies, India 

Moderator: 

• Bharat Kulkarni, Director, Stalwart Management Consultancy Services FZC, U.A.E. 



8 October 2019 

16:00 - 17:30 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

13 S3 
Working 
Session 

New digital 
technologies: 

The 
protagonists of 

a change in 

perspective in 
the global 

supply chain. 

AIPPI 

Digital technologies modify traditional supply chains, switching commerce’s standpoint from 
products to services. 3D-printing could allow everybody to “self-produce” almost everything. 
Algorithms are capable of creating newspaper articles or artwork, and in the future automated 

news/artwork creation services could be provided. Block-chain is raising new services, 
allowing users to perform smart contracts, enforce IP rights and access right-holders’ 
information without intermediaries. Internet-connected devices are expanding the services 

provided to consumers. Everything happens more and more online: society should be 
prepared to embrace in time this switch of perspective, avoiding potential negative effects. IP 
rights are at the core of societal debates, notably with regards to access to digital 

technologies as it appears with the global litigation over standard essential patents. AIPPI has 

extensive knowledge on the subject and is notably carrying out a global comparative law 
study on AI and copyright for its Congress in September 2019. 

Panellists: 

• Emmanuelle Ganne, Senior Analyst, WTO 

• Daniel J. Gervais, Professor of Law, Vanderbilt University Law School 

• Peter Green, Deputy Laboratory Director for Science and Technology and Chief 
Research Officer, National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) 

• Guido Noto La Diega, Senior Lecturer in Intellectual Property Law and Cyber Law, 

Northumbria University School of Law 

Moderator: 

• Luca Rinaldi, Vice-Chair, AIPPI Standing Committee on TRIPs 



8 October 2019 

16:00 - 17:30 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

14 CR 
Working 
Session 

High-level youth 

panel: The next 
generation – what 
do millennials & 

Gen Z want to see 

from global trade? 

World Trade 
Organization 

Millennials and Generation Z will represent over half of the world's population by 2020. 
This next generation of consumers, entrepreneurs, workers and leaders are the first to 
come of age in this era of rapid technological change and have a unique perspective on 

the challenges the world is facing today. This session will bring together Millennials from 
the private and public sectors to discuss, together with WTO Director General Roberto 
Azevêdo, how they believe the trading system needs to adapt to fulfil their hopes and 

expectations for the future. They will discuss how they believe global trade can reflect 
their values and address the challenges facing young people as a result of the changing 
economic landscape including new employment patterns, education and skills mismatch, 

environmental concerns, and the continuing imperative of poverty reduction. 

Panellists: 

• Roberto Azevêdo, Director General, World Trade Organization 

• Alisée de Tonnac, Co-Founder and Partner, Seedstars Group 

• Andres Escobar, Co-founder, IMPCT Coffee 

• Bradley Heslop, Co-Founder and Managing Director – Africa, WSV 

• Chebet Lesan, CEO, BrightGreen Energy 

Moderator: 

• Edith Kimani, Deutsche Welle 



8 October 2019 

16:00 - 17:30 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

15 D 
Working 
Session 

On the road to Nur-
Sultan: Eurasian 

perspectives on the 
future of the 

multilateral trading 
system 

Permanent 
Mission of 

the 
Republic of 
Kazakhstan 
to the WTO 

Historically, trade has played a critical role in shaping Eurasia. More recently, it has 
served as a catalyst for the region's integration into the global economy by unlocking the 
economic potential of its newly-independent states. Soon after gaining their 

independence, they began the journey of joining the WTO, and for over the next two 
decades, the Eurasian states have contributed to an expansion of the multilateral trading 
system. Now 4 out of 5 the EAEU member states are active participants in the system, 

such as in discussions on Joint Initiatives. Belarus is aiming to conclude its negotiations 
on accession to the WTO by MC12, that will finalize the integration of the EAEU to the 
multilateral trading system. As WTO Members prepare themselves for the 12th WTO 

Ministerial Conference, this session provides a platform for Eurasian governments and 

their key trading partners to exchange views on: the contributions of the Eurasian 
economies to the multilateral trading system; lessons learned from Eurasian countries' 
accessions to the WTO and their membership experiences; and topical issues in 

preparation for MC12, including WTO Reform.  

Panellists: 

• Yury Ambrazevich, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of the Republic of 
Belarus to the United Nations Office and other International Organizations in 
Geneva 

• Paolo Garzotti, Minister, Deputy Permanent Representative of the European Union 
to the WTO 

• Ekaterina Mayorova, Director, Department for Trade Negotiations, Ministry of 
Economic Development, Russian Federation 

• Alan Wm. Wolff, Deputy Director-General, World Trade Organization 

Moderator: 

• Christian Pauletto, Professor, International University in Geneva (IUG) 



8 October 2019 

16:00 - 17:30 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

16 E 
Working 
Session 

Graduating 

least-
developed 

countries 
in an 

evolving 

WTO 

Friedrich-
Ebert-

Stiftung 

(FES) 

Centre for 
Policy 

Dialogue  

A rule-based and predictable multilateral trading system, attuned to the special and differential 
needs of its relatively weak members, can best serve the interests of the LDCs. The degree of 
openness of LDC economies (defined by the share of exports and imports in GDP) has seen a 

steady rise over recent years. LDCs are now integrated with the global economy as never before. In 
spite of many concerns, LDC economies have, in general, benefitted from the rule-based global 
trading system and the international support mechanisms and special and differential (S&D) 

provisions in place in the WTO in the form of preferential market access, derogation from various 
obligations, aid for trade and technical support. A weakened WTO, or at worst, an absence of it, will 
be harmful from the perspective of LDC interests. 

Panellists: 

• Mia Mikic, Director, Trade, Investment and Innovation Division, United Nations Economic 
and Social Commission for the Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) 

• Mustafizur Rahman, Distinguished Fellow, Centre for Policy Dialogue 

• Léopold Samba, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of the Central African Republic to 
the WTO 

• Rolf Traeger, Chief, LDC Section, UNCTAD 

Moderator: 

• Tina Blohm, Director, Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung, Bangladesh office 



8 October 2019 

16:00 - 17:30 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

17

 EN, 

FR 

B 
Working 
Session 

Adapting to the changing 
global economy: Time to 

consider new WTO rules to 
address trade barriers arising 

from competition/antitrust 
regulatory regimes? 

University of 
Southern 
California, 

Gould School of 
Law Center for 
Transnational 

Law & Business 

As technology and other multinational enterprises become more prevalent 
and increasingly critical for innovation and economic development for WTO 
members, competition rules and antitrust enforcement can impose new 

non-tariff barriers that are inadequately addressed by existing WTO rules. 
The lack of due process, transparency and other procedural rules can pose 
as non-tariff barriers. In addition, the patchwork of differing procedural 

rules as well as different interpretations of anti-competition-related 
concepts among WTO members can result in uncertainty for businesses, 
restraints to market access, and discriminatory treatment. This session will 

discuss how establishing new WTO rules to mitigate the use of competition 

enforcement rules as trade barriers - including the establishment of 
multilateral harmonized procedures and standards for competition/antitrust 
enforcement, could strengthen the WTO trading system and help maintain 

the WTO’s future relevance and usefulness in facilitating the free flow of 
trade in the changing global economy and trading system.  

Panellists: 

• Stephen Adams, Senior Director, Global Counsel 

• Geeta Gouri, Distinguished Fellow, India Development Foundation 

• Kirti Gupta, Vice President, Technology & Economic Strategy, 

Qualcomm Inc. 

• Ming-jye Huang, Distinguished Professor of Law, College of Law, 

National Taiwan University 

Moderator: 

• Brian Peck, Director, USC Gould School of Law Center for 

Transnational Law & Business 



8 October 2019 

17:45 - 19:15 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

18 S1 
Working 

Session 

What is the role of 

domestic regulation 
disciplines in a time 

when services are 

the next trade 
frontiers 

Nigeria 

Private 

Sector 
Alliance 

(NiPSA) 

In a time of rapid technological change, services are the next trade frontier and so the 
WTO’s services domestic regulation disciplines (DRD) take on increasing importance. As 
some WTO Members aim to conclude DRD by the 12th WTO Ministerial Conference in June 

2020, this session will explore the likely effects of the proposed DRD on services trade, the 
digital economy, public services and development. Speakers will also give their views as to 
what Millennials and Generation Z want from the DRD negotiations and whether developing 

countries such as Nigeria can comply with the proposed DRD.  

Panellists: 

• Daniel Bertossa, Assistant General Secretary, Public Services International 

• Martin Köhler, Advisor on International Trade, European Parliament 

• Nwiabu Legborsi Nuka, Executive Director, Nigeria Private Sector Alliance (NiPSA) 

• Sanya Reid Smith, Legal Advisor, Third World Network 

Moderator: 

• Nandini Chami, Deputy Director, IT for Change 



8 October 2019 

17:45 - 19:15 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

19 S2 
Working 

Session 

Global 

trade 

systems 
and the 

next 
generation: 
Connecting 

our world 

Cargill 

Perceptions about trade are changing. But the benefits of open trade remain unchanged. Trade 
serves as the connector of our world – raising incomes, fueling economic growth and a driver to 
achieve the SDGS. Trade enables nations to share in the whole global system, and gain access to 

critical commodities, services and capital—and even ideas. As the world of trade is evolving, so is 
our workforce. Millennials and Gen Z, care deeply about issues such as environment, inclusivity and 
growth and responsible trade. For Cargill, responsible trade is fundamental to feed and nourish the 

world. Experts from the private and public sector will discuss how trade is a critical part of the 
solution to address issues that matter to our newest workforce, and how we need to shape the 
global trading system to respond to some of the challenges awaiting our next generation.  

Panellists: 

• Sarah Fantoli-Frommelt, Public Policy and Global Regulations Manager, Nestle 

• Jonathan Hepburn, Senior Policy Advisor, International Institute for Sustainable 
Development (IISD) 

• Lorena Kettle, Student, King's University College, University of Western Ontario, Canada 

• Santiago Wills, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Colombia to the WTO 

Moderator: 

• Anne Murphy, Director, International Business Relations, Cargill 



8 October 2019 

17:45 - 19:15 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

20

 EN, 

FR, CH 

S3 
Working 
Session 

Financial 

innovation for 

the private 
sector’s greater 
participation in 
international 

trade 

China 
Minsheng 

Bank 

China 

Chamber of 
International 

Commerce 

International 
Trade 

Center (ITC) 

The private sector is the backbone for most countries and access to finance is the greatest 
challenge for them to grow and scale up. In the volatile global trade and investment 
environment shaped by technology and trade tensions, the private sector including SMEs 

face both challenges and opportunities. Financial institutions are reforming their tools and 
services to provide innovative solutions for the private sector to engage in international 
trade with reduced risks, increased efficiency and convenience. This session will: 1.Address 

challenges faced by the private sector in trade finance in the changing global environment; 
2.Share successful cases of innovative tools and solutions by financial institutions to improve 
access to finance for the private sector including SMEs, and facilitate their 

internationalization; 3.Discuss outlook for the private sector’s finance in the data-driven 

economy, especially changes in risk analysis and the private sector’s demands for more 
tailored financial services. 

Panellists: 

• Qi Hong, Chairman, China Minsheng Bank (CMBC) 

• Marion Jansen, Director and Chief Economist, International Trade Center (ITC) 

• Gwo-Duan Jou, CFO and CIO, Taikang Insurance Group 

• Hang Wang, Vice Chairman, New Hope Group 

Moderator: 

• Yi Zhang, Deputy Secretary General, China Chamber of International Commerce 



8 October 2019 

17:45 - 19:15 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

21 W 
Working 

Session 

The future of the 
Buenos Aires 
declaration: 
Creating an 

equitable and 
inclusive trading 

system 

Permanent 

Mission of 
the Republic 

of Botswana 

to the WTO 

Permanent 

Mission of 
Iceland to 

the WTO 

International 
Trade 

Centre (ITC) 

The adoption of the Buenos Aires Declaration on Trade and Women’s Economic 
Empowerment allowed over 124 WTO members to send a strong signal of support for 
inclusive economic growth and increased integration of women into the global economy. 

More than one year later, what have we learned? Looking forward, what will it take to 
keep these issues at the forefront of the equitable trading system discussion? During this 
session, WTO members and trade-related organizations will share reflections on 

achievements, ground-breaking initiatives and potential global actions on gender 
equality and the multilateral trading system. The IGC Trade Impact Group co-chairs will 
discuss insights on the implementation of the Declaration and plans for continued 

collaboration. The EC will offer insights based on a breakthrough survey on women and 

international trade agreements. The Trade and Gender coalition will share its view on 
what needs to happen to ensure this agenda is truly transformative. 

Panellists: 

• Eduardo Gálvez Carvallo, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Chile to the 

WTO 

• Arancha González, Executive Director, International Trade Centre (ITC) 

• Paik Ji-Ah, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of the Republic of Korea to 
the UN and other International Organizations 

• Frances Lisson, Ambassador and Permanent Representative, Permanent Mission 

of Australia to the WTO 

Moderator: 

• Athaliah L. Molokomme, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Botswana to 

the WTO 



8 October 2019 

17:45 - 19:15 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

22 D 
Working 
Session 

Building 

trust in e-

commerce 
for the 
next 

generation 

Consumers 
International  

Ecommerce has grown rapidly and has opened up a world of convenience and choice to many 
consumers. 21.8% of the world's population buys online and e-commerce sales worldwide 
amounted to $2.3tn. Millennials and Gen Z contribute generously to these figures. In America, 

millennials accounted for 54% of purchases online and in Europe 25-34 year olds said they 
shopped on average eight times per month. Yet trust and confidence in online shopping remains 
low with nearly 70% of consumers reporting worries that their digital payments are unsafe. With 

Gen Z and millennials expected to account for $143bn of direct spending and $1.4 trillion of 
spending power respectively by 2020, it is important to understand the digital problems facing this 
group. In this session we will look at how online trading systems can be designed and improved to 

take into account the issues important to consumers, specifically generation z and millennials. 

Panellists: 

• Lea Auffret, Trade team leader, BEUC 

• Damiano Avellino, Co-founder, Fairbnb 

• Fabio Cassanelli, Co-Founder, Argo Business Solutions srl 

Moderator: 

• Justin Macmullan, Director of Advocacy, Consumers International 



8 October 2019 

18:00 - 19:00 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

23 

 
Atrium 

In 

Conversation 

Meet the 

Producers: 
David 

Attenborough's 
video message 

on ending 
harmful 
fisheries 

subsidies 

WTO 

Secretariat 

British broadcaster and natural historian Sir David Attenborough is widely recognized for 
raising the public's awareness of environmental issues, including those that affect the 
ocean. In light of the end-2019 target for a WTO agreement to limit harmful fisheries 

subsidies, his message of environmental protection is more important than ever. What is 
the state of the ocean and what role is there for the WTO? These questions and more will 
be taken up from the perspective of the organizations that work with Sir Attenborough and 

have helped to produce a timely video message. 
 
Panellists: 

• Jon Clay, Director and Producer, Silverback Films 

• Leslie Delagran, Senior Fellow, World Wildlife Fund US 

Moderator: 

• Sainabou Taal, Legal/Economic Affairs Officer, Rules Division, WTO 



8 October 2019 

19:20 - CR Lobby 

Cocktail Reception Organised by the WTO Secretariat 



9 October 2019 

8:30 - 10:00 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

24 S1 
Working 
Session 

Services: 

A key 
enabler 

for 
agriculture 

trade 

Center for 
Socioeconomic 

Development 

(CSEND) 

Food and 
Agriculture 

Organization 

of the United 
Nations (FAO) 

This working session will explore linkages between services and agriculture, and the role WTO 
rules can play for the promotion of SDG2 (“ending hunger”). Discussion will focus on the role of 
services for sustainable growth in agriculture productivity and value addition, especially in poor 

developing countries, small farmers and women operators in national, regional and global 
marketplaces. Discussion, during the session, will explore which services are important at all 
stages of the food value chain, from the credit farmers need to invest in inputs, through to risk 

management, processing and distribution of finished goods. It will also include case studies and 
examples from poor developing countries, on how various services enhance their agriculture 
sector, particularly for value-addition and export markets. The session will include views from 

key stakeholders in agricultural policy formulation, civil society, private sector, academia and 

development partners.  

Panellists: 

• Christian Häberli, Senior Fellow, World Trade Institute, Bern 

• Christian Kingombe, Managing Partner, 4IP LLC (SARL) 

• Eloi Laourou, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of the Republic of Benin to the 
WTO 

• Ahmad Mukhtar, Economist (Trade and Food Security), Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 

Moderator: 

• Raymond Saner, Director, Center for Socioeconomic Development (CSEND) 



9 October 2019 

8:30 - 10:00 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

25 S2 
Working 
Session 

Value creation 

and capture in the 
digital economy: 
Implications for 

developing 
countries 

United 

Nations 
Conference 
on Trade 

and 

Development 
(UNCTAD) 

Digital disruptions have rapidly led to the creation of enormous wealth, but it is highly 
concentrated around a small number of countries, companies and individuals. Meanwhile, 
they raise fundamental challenges for policy makers in countries at all levels of 

development. Harnessing digitalization for the many and not just the few, requires 
creative thinking and policy experimentation and calls for greatly expanded global 
cooperation. This session will focus on opportunities and constraints for developing 

countries to take advantage of the digital economy, notably with regard to digital data and 
digital platforms. It will address questions such as: How is value created and captured in 
the digital economy? What are the main causes for the unequal distribution of its gains? 

What national or international policy changes are needed to make the digital economy 

work for the many, not just the few? What are the potential implications for the 
international trading system?  

Panellists: 

• Jonathan Donner, Senior Director, Caribou Digital 

• Monica Kerretts-Makau, Academic Director for Africa, Thunderbird School of Global 
Management, Africa Hub 

• Parminder Jeet Singh, Executive Director, IT for Change 

• Stefan Weyler, Teamleader eCommerce, Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 

Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) 

Moderator: 

• Torbjorn Fredriksson, Chief, ICT Policy Section, UNCTAD 



9 October 2019 

8:30 - 10:00 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

26 S3 
Working 

Session 

Keeping 
pace with 
a changing 

world: 
Africa 

trading 
forward 

Deutsche 
Gesellschaft für 
Internationale 

Zusammenarbeit 

(GIZ) GmbH 

CUTS 
International, 

Geneva 

Nigeria Trade 
Office to the 

WTO 

E-commerce is growing fast globally, including in Africa. This is raising exciting opportunities 
as well as many challenges. While many small developing countries deem multilateral 
negotiations premature, they should not fall behind. Rather, they should be prepared to trade 

forward and to inclusively harness the opportunities of digital trade. Already, many have 
started doing so by signing RTAs with e-commerce provisions. The measures adopted under 
such RTAs will play a decisive role in the development of their digital sector, hence their 

implications should be properly understood to ensure they contribute to sustainable 
development. In this session, experts will review recent research findings on e-commerce 
provisions in RTAs, with a view to bring to the attention of relevant African stakeholders the 

lessons from existing agreements. Understanding such provisions will help them in crafting 

their continental framework in this area, but also keep pace of related developments at the 
WTO and outside. 

Panellists: 

• Adamu Abdualhamid, Chargé d'Affaires, Permanent Mission of the Federal Republic of 

Nigeria, Nigeria Trade Office to the WTO 

• Loly Gaitán Guerrero, Research Analyst, International Telecommunication Union (ITU) 

• David Luke, Coordinator of the Trade Policy Center, UNECA 

Moderator: 

• Christian Pitschas, Advisor, Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit 

(GIZ) 



9 October 2019 

8:30 - 10:00 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

27 W 
Working 

Session 

Young 

voices 

on 
green 

trade 

International 

Trade 
Centre (ITC) 

What will the future of trade look like? With environmental considerations becoming front and centre 
and young people everywhere sounding the alarm, it’s time to rethink global trade and make room for 
innovative solutions everywhere. How can entrepreneurship and innovation be leveraged for 

sustainable trade? And how can we build bridges between policymakers, entrepreneurs and students 
to reach a shared vision for greener and more inclusive trade? This session will bring together young 
eco-entrepreneurs, activists and policymakers affected by climate change to discuss the shift to a 

greener and more sustainable future. 

Panellists: 

• Karam Azz, Youth Delegate, UNCTAD 

• Chad Blackman, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Barbados to the WTO 

• Olga Dubey, Founder & CEO, AgroSustain 

• Olivia Saxer, President, CliMates 

Moderator: 

• Claire Doole, Communications trainer and moderator, Claire Doole Communications 



9 October 2019 

8:30 - 10:00 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

28 D 
Working 
Session 

What role for 
Parliamentarians 
in digital trade? 

Inter-
Parliamentary 

Union (IPU) 

European 
Parliament 

Digital trade has grown exponentially in the past 20 years. The digital trade opportunities 
are many, but so are the challenges. The digital economy requires new legislation 
protecting consumers of online goods and services, intellectual property rights, rules 

protecting personal data and tax and customs legislation appropriate to electronic 
commerce.This session will discuss the role of Parliaments in ensuring an environment 
which facilitates digital trade, while making sure that a balance is struck with other needs. 

Panellists will share their personal experience in working on these issues. 

Panellists: 

• Eloi Laourou, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of the Republic of Benin to 
the WTO 

• Jacob Francis Mudenda, Speaker of the National Assembly of Zimbabwe, 
chairperson of the African Group at the IPU 

• Marie-Pierre Vedrenne, Member, European Parliament 

Moderator: 



9 October 2019 

8:30 - 10:00 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

29  E Workshop 

Multilateralism 

2.0 - A new 
social contract 
and a global 

green new 
deal 

International 
Trade Union 

Confederation 

(ITUC) 

Mutlilateralism is in crisis. Troubled by limited opportunities and stagnating wages, a whole 
generation of workers has withdrawn its trust from the international trading system. 
Globalisation does increase inequality but only because the global economy works in this 

way. WTO Members, sometimes drawn into mercantilist conflicts, forget the reasons the 
multilateral trading system was put in place. The Havana Charters reads: "[t]he Members 
recognize that the avoidance of unemployment or underemployment [...] is not of domestic 

concern alone, but is also a necessary condition for the achievement of the general purpose 
and the objectives". In this session, we explore ways to enhance the trading system and 
establish a floor for competition by embedding labour and environment protection in the 

WTO. Revisiting our experiences from bilateral trade agreements' chapters on labour and 

sustainable, we propose instruments that would reinforce multilateralism and achieve the 
Agenda 2030. 

Panellists: 

• James Harrison, Professor, Warwick University 

• Richard Kozul-Wright, Head of Division, UNCTAD 

• Khamati Mugalla, Executive Secretary, EATUC 

Moderator: 

• Georgios Altintzis, Policy Officer, ITUC 



9 October 2019 

8:30 - 10:00 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

30  B Workshop 

Are we ready 
for the new 

generations 

and their 
peculiarities 

in their 
commercial 

behavior 

RoureBlau 

Millennials have led older generations in technology adoption and embracing digital solutions. 
Their financial status and tech-savviness have fundamentally changed how they live and work 
— earning them stereotypes that they job hop and have killed a number of industries. Prior to 

Gen Z, millennials were the largest and most racially and ethnically diverse generation. 
(Business Insider 2019). The potential commercial differences, which some conceptualize as 
commercial war, will be based on distribution of powers, adaptation to climate change, 

resilience, economic well-being and geo-politization. One of the generations is known to be 
digital-native and the other has adapted according to the times and technological 
circumstances. Both will have different challenges and structures to define that well-being 

product of trade. What will be the areas to be reinforced? Will new technologies be generated 

that force companies and countries to adapt generationally?  

Panellists: 

• Klever Figueroa, Director of Strategy, FYM InPlass 

• Alice Monfrini, Digital Marketing Strategist 

• Lisseth Coralia Pico Escobar, Simplification Analyst, Telefonica 

• Osvaldo Zucchino, Business Development Manager, XFarm 

Moderator: 

• Miguel Calderón, Planning Executive & Trade Research, Roure Blau, Latin America 



9 October 2019 

10:15 - 11:45 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

31 CR 
Plenary 
session 

Launch 
WTO World 

Trade 
Report 

2019: The 

Future of 
Services 
Trade 

World Trade 
Organization 

(WTO) 

The session will begin with the launch of the World Trade Report 2019, which discusses how trade 
in services has evolved since the establishment of the WTO and the entry into force of the GATS, 
what its economic implications are and how it is likely to evolve further in the years to come. 

Following the launch, a group of eminent panellists will bring their experience on the 
transformation at play and how international trade cooperation can help governments reap the 
benefits and address the challenges of services trade.  

 
The World Trade Report 2019 reviews major trends affecting trade in services, including trade 
costs, and projects how services trade may evolve over the next 20 years. It discusses how 

countries engage in international cooperation in the services sphere and how cooperation has 

evolved and considers the prospects for further collaboration on services trade policy. 
 
Opening remarks: 

• Roberto Azevêdo, Director-General, World Trade Organization 

Panellists: 

• Peter Govindasamy, Dean, Trade Academy, Ministry of Trade and Industry, Singapore 

• Bernard Hoekman, European University Institute, Italy 

• Ninoshka Linde, Chief Director Officer, BpoGuatemala 

• Njeri Rionge, CEO, UpCountry Africa Fund Asset (Canada) Corp 

Moderator: 

• Emmanuelle Ganne, Senior Analyst, WTO Economic Research and Statistics Division 



9 October 2019 

12:00 - 13:30 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

32  S1 Workshop 

CANCELLED  

 
 
 
 

Disruptive 
agricultural 

servicification 

in a world of 

value chains  

World Bank 

Overseas 
Development 

Institute 
(ODI) 

The aim of this session is to unpack the evolution of servicification of agriculture and break 
down the servicification cycle (underlying challenges in the value chain, to the stage of 
creation to use and diffusion), to better understand the implications for inclusive trade and 

development of the LDCs and vulnerable populations. Ag-servicification relates closely with 
the theme of the WTO Public Forum 2019 which focuses on whether technology can reduce 
transaction costs, increase employment, change occupational structures and promote trade, 

while also discussing how next generation of Millennials & Gen Z (agri-preneurs) are 
mobilizing ag-servicification within the sector.  

Panellists: 

Moderator: 



9 October 2019 

12:00 - 13:30 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

33 S2 
Working 
Session 

Trade policies 

that work: 
Real 

proposals for 
transforming 

the trading 
system 

Our World 
Is Not for 

Sale 

(OWINFS) 

Most citizens realize that global problems require global solutions; and yet multilateralism is 
under attack. It’s time for an evidence-based view of what works, and what has not worked, for 
creating shared prosperity around the world. This panel will address proposals being discussed in 

the WTO and offer concrete ideas regarding the direction WTO members could take in shaping 
the future of a strong, fair, and sustainable global trade system. It will evaluate the impact of 
tariff changes on job creation; the potential impacts of the abolition of “developing country” 

status, and the development agenda; what agriculture rules could deliver food security and 
prosperity for farmers globally; whether the current TRIPS Agreement is delivering innovation 
and access to medicines; share ideas for rebalancing the DSU; and perhaps most importantly, 

what pro-prosperity and pro-innovation trade in services rules could look like, particularly in the 

digitalized services economy of the future. 

Panellists: 

• Sylvester Bagooro, Program Officer, Third Word Network, Africa 

• Abhijit Das, Head, Centre for WTO Studies, India 

• Richard Kozul-Wright, Director, Division on Globalization and Development Strategies, 
UN Conference on Trade and Development 

• Xolelwa Mlumbi-Peter, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of the Republic of South 

Africa to the WTO 

Moderator: 

• Deborah James, Director of International Programs, Center for Economic and Policy 

Research 



9 October 2019 

12:00 - 13:30 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

34 S3 
Working 
Session 

Investment: 
More than 

just a 
support for 

trade  

Mouvement 
des 

entreprises 
de France 

(MEDEF) 

The growth of FDI flows and stocks over the past decades has driven globalization, boosted trade, 
and fostered the intertwining of economies through global value chains. FDI is important for all 
countries. It creates jobs in local markets, supports infrastructure development, and allows for 

the production and sale of new goods, thus enhancing the export capacities and the domestic 
economic development of the investment recipient countries. However, important restrictions to 
international investment remain in many sectors of WTO members' economies, explicitly in rules 

and less explicitly in the application of discretionary policies. To date, investment market access 
and facilitation have received relatively little attention compared to trade facilitation. 
Consequently, developing initiatives to facilitate investment – including within the WTO - remains 

an area with a lot of room for action, and a high potential for positive returns for all stakeholders. 

This session aims at discussing the way forward. 

Panellists: 

• Tilmann Kupfer, Vice President, Trade & International Affairs, BT Group and Chair of the 
Policy Committee of the European Services Forum, BT Group 

• Luisa Santos, International Relations Director, BusinessEurope 

• Monique Van Daalen, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands to the WTO 

• James Zhan, Director of the Investment and Enterprise Division, UNCTAD 

Moderator: 

• Frédéric Jenny, Professor of Economics at ESSEC Business School, Chairman of the OECD 

Competition Committee, ESSEC Business School 



9 October 2019 

12:00 - 13:30 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

35 W 
Working 
Session 

Trade 
dialogues 

International 

Chamber of 
Commerce 

(ICC) 

This session will discuss the results of an on-line trade dialogue, organized by the ICC and the B20. 
The dialogue builds on previous trade-related discussions among private sector participants and 
aims at developing further views and positions towards WTO's 12th Ministerial Conference in 

Kazakhstan in 2020. 

Panellists: 

• Roberto Azevêdo, Director-General, World Trade Organization 

• John W.H. Denton AO, Secretary General, International Chamber of Commerce 

• Sahra English, Vice President, Global Public Policy, Matercard 

• Ichiro Hara, B20 Japan 

Moderator: 



9 October 2019 

12:00 - 13:30 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

36  D Workshop 

New paradigms for 
an increasingly 

digitalized economy: 
Perspectives, 

adaptation and talent 
upgrading 

IE University 
– School of 

Global and 
Public 

Affairs 

International 

Trade 

Centre (ITC) 

Islamic 
Trade 

Finance 

Corporation 
(ITFC) 

Millennials and Gen Z have particularly influenced the current consumption patterns 
as they diversify from mostly consuming manufactured goods to hiring all types of 
services (particularly through e-platforms). They have increasingly become users of 

sharing economy as it offers opportunities for easier and more affordable transport, 
accommodation, workplace, education, housing, etc. Millennials often become 
‘influencers’, ‘youtubers’, ‘instagrammers’ or ´bloggers’ while creating market trends. 

And there is an increasing inclination for millennials to become minimalists for many 
reasons: increased mobility, environmental concerns, changed lifestyles, economic 
trends, living preferences, technology and mobility, among others. This panel aims to 

address these trends and their economic impact, together with the related regulatory 

challenges both for national and international markets. Moreover, it also seeks to 
tackle the civil society concerns accruing from these trends (in terms of safety, 
security, reliability, sustainability, employment, competition, etc) and how can these 

be balanced with actual market dynamics. 

Panellists: 

• Alhasan Basalamah, Senior Manager, Trade & Business Development, Islamic 
Trade Finance Corporation (ITFC) 

• Rupa Ganguli, Founder and CEO, Inclusive Trade & SPINNA Circle 

• Javier García Colino, Blockchain Strategy Advisor, Ownly.cc, Business 

Developer, Minsait 

• Isaac Martin Barbero, Vice Minister of Economy and Competitiveness, 

Regional Government of Madrid 

Moderator: 

• Altagracia Cuevas-Arthur, Program Advisor - Masters, IE School of Global and 

Public Affairs 



9 October 2019 

12:00 - 13:30 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

37 E 
Working 
Session 

Trading 

forward: 

Services 
liberalization 

under 

AfCFTA  

IHEID 

Africa 
Summit 
Student 

Initiative  

The 18th Ordinary session of the Assembly of Head of State and the Government of the African 
Union adopted a decision to establish a Continental Free Trade Area aimed at creating a single 
continental market allowing free movement of goods and services. The agreement is now in effect 

for 23 countries that ratified and deposited the trade agreement instruments. This panel aims to 
discuss the potential trade gains from services liberalization under AfCFTA in line with two of the 
WTO Public Forum 2019 sub-themes "Services – The next trade frontier" - How can African 

countries use this agreement to increase services trade and "The next generation – what do 
Millennials and Gen Z want to see from global trade" - How can Africa's Millenials and Generation 
Z benefit from services liberalization.  

Panellists: 

• Aissatou Diallo, Senior Regional Portfolio Manager, West Africa and Indian Ocean, 
International Trade Centre 

• Wyclife Omondi, Co-Founder, BuuPass Inc. 

• Jaroslaw Wieczorek, Deputy Division Chief, Africa Division, International Monetary Fund 

Moderator: 

• Anesu Gamanya, Co-founder, IHEID Africa Summit Student Initiative 



9 October 2019 

12:00 - 13:30 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

38 F 
Working 

Session 

Think small 
first: How to 

make the 

WTO & 
international 
trade fit for 

MSMEs 

Federation 
of Small 

Businesses 
(FSB) 

Building upon the work of the informal working group on MSMEs, this session explores how the 
WTO as an institution and international trade in general can improve in order to deliver for the 
small business community – both now and in the future. By gathering, for the first-time ever, 

several organisations representing MSMEs from around the world, this session will seek to 
provide concrete proposals ‘trading forward’ on what small businesses need in order to thrive in 
the international trading environment: from trading rules adapted to the modern world, a 

bottom-up approach to MSME engagement, greater transparency, to the required support to help 
them start their export journey.  

Panellists: 

• Jose Luis Cancela Gomez, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Uruguay to the 
WTO 

• Mike Cherry, National Chairman, UK Federation of Small Businesses 

• Deborah Elms, Executive Director, Asian Trade Centre 

• Ulrike Rabmer-Koller, President, SMEunited (Crafts & SMEs in Europe) 

Moderator: 

• Andrew Staines, Ambassador, Deputy Permanent Representative of the United Kingdom 

to the WTO 



9 October 2019 

12:00 - 13:30 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

39

 EN, 

FR 

B 
Working 
Session 

China 

and the 

WTO: 
Towards 
a better 

fit 

Bruegel 

The participation of China in the WTO has been anything but smooth. Its self-proclaimed “socialist 
market economy” system has alienated its trading partners.Two diametrically opposite approaches 
(and a few variations of them) have been proposed to deal with the emerging problems.One is to 

demand that China changes its economic regime. The other is to stay idle and accept that the WTO 
must accommodate different economic regimes, no matter how idiosyncratic. At this event we want to 
propose a third way. In our view, the problems posed by China are due to the fact that, while in the 

past the GATT/WTO had to address the accession of socialist countries or of big trading nations, it 
never had to deal with a big, socialist country like China. In order to retain its principles and yet 
accommodate China, the WTO needs to translate some of its implicit legal understanding into explicit 

treaty language. 

Panellists: 

• Chad P. Bown, Reginald Jones Senior Fellow, Peterson Institute for International Economics 

• Xiankun Lu, Managing Director, LEDECO Geneva 

• Petros Mavroidis, Edwin B. Parker Professor of Foreign and Comparative Law, Columbia Law 
School 

• André Sapir, Senior Fellow, Bruegel 

Moderator: 

• Arancha González, Executive Director, International Trade Centre (ITC) 



9 October 2019 

13:30 - 14:30 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

40 

 
Atrium 

Meet 
the 

Author 

The power of 
standards: 

Hybrid 
authority 
and the 

globalisation 

of services 

WTO 

Bookshop 
and 

Library 

Standards often remain unseen, yet they play a fundamental part in the organisation of 
contemporary capitalism and society at large. What form of power do they epitomise? Why have 
they become so prominent? Are they set to be as important for the globalisation of services as for 

manufactured goods? Graz draws on international political economy and cognate fields to present 
strong theoretical arguments, compelling research and surprising evidence on the role of standards 
in the global expansion of services, with in-depth studies of their institutional environment and 

cases including the insurance industry and business process outsourcing. The power of standards 
resembles a form of transnational hybrid authority, in which ambiguity should be seen as a generic 
attribute, defining not only the status of public and private actors involved in standardisation and 

regulation, but also the scope of issues concerned and the space in which such authority is 

recognised when complying to standards. 
 
Authors: 

• Jean-Christophe Graz, Professor of International Relations, Institut d'Études Politiques, 

Historiques et Internationales (IEPHI) of Université de Lausanne, Switzerland 

Moderator: 

• Pierre Sauvé, Senior Trade Specialist Macroeconomics, Trade and Investment Global 

Practice, World Bank Group 
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41  S1 Workshop 

Strengthening 
support for 

trade through 
decent work 

International 

Labour 
Organization 

(ILO)  

United 
Nations 

Conference 

on Trade 
and 

Development 

(UNCTAD) 

Export Processing Zones (EPZs) are a critical component of trade and comprise a large 
component of many national economic development strategies worldwide. Many countries 
view EPZ creation as a straightforward way to bring jobs to areas of the country where 

opportunities for formal employment are otherwise limited. However, the poor track record 
of many EPZs in providing adequate protection to workers undermines these objectives and 
erodes public support for trade. The report “Enhancing the contribution of export processing 

zones to SDG 8, decent work and economic growth” surveys 100 government-managed EPZs 
to identify effective examples of EPZs promoting sound labour policy and positive local 
developmental impact. It also highlights areas where EPZs can make a greater impact in 

advancing decent work and strengthening support for trade. This session will present the 

findings of the report and discuss the implications for government policies and practices 
impacting decent work in EPZs 

Panellists: 

• Richard Bolwijn, Head of the Business Facilitation section, Investment and Enterprise 

Division, UNCTAD 

• Khamati Mugalla, Executive Secretary, East African Trade Union Confederation 
(EATUC) 

• Bostjan Skalar, CEO, World Association of Investment Promotion Agencies (WAIPA) 

• Roberto Suárez Santos, Secretary-General, International Organisation of Employers 

(IOE) 

Moderator: 

• Githa Roelans, Head, Multinational Enterprises and Enterprise Engagement Unit, 

Enterprises Department, ILO 



9 October 2019 

14:45 - 16:15 
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42 S2 
Working 
Session 

Construction of 

a digital 
industrial path 

for Africa: 

What is the 
role of the 

youth? 

Southern and 

Eastern African 
Trade 

Information and 
Negotiations 

Institute 

(SEATINI) 

Rosa Luxemburg 
Stiftung, 

Brussels Office 

The 32nd African Union Assembly of Heads of State and Government have called for the 
development of development of a Digital Strategy for Africa, with an objective of 
fostering the enabling environment and to harness the full benefits of digital 

transformation. This initiative is happening at a time when discourse on the digital 
economy is in high gear. Indeed, in order to bridge the prevailing digital divide, there is a 
need for Africa to expedite her efforts in constructing a digital path. For a continent with 

the youngest population in the world, the role of the youth in influencing the digital 
economy can’t be underestimated. This session will explore how youth can be engaged in 
the construction of Africa’s digital industrial path. It will also generate proposals on how 

eCommerce rules at the WTO should be crafted in order to address the contemporary 

development challenges facing youth.  

Panellists: 

• Nalunga Jane, Country Director, Southern and Eastern African Trade Information 
and Negotiations Institute 

• Vahini Naidu, Deputy Director, International Trade Negotiations, Department of 
Trade and Industry, South Africa 

• Haguma Norbert, Co-Founder, AfricaGen, Kigali, Rwanda 

• Susanne Wixforth, Director, Department of International and European Trade 

Union Policy 

Moderator: 

• Arndt Hopfmann, Senior Advisor on Economic and Trade Policies, Rosa 

Luxemburg Stiftung 
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43  S3 Workshop 

Addressing the 
elephant in the 
room: Exploring 

the national 
security exception 
and the future of 

the WTO 

National 
Foreign 

Trade 
Council 
(NFTC) 

What is the impact of the essential security exception on global trade rules? Questions 
about the scope of the essential security provision of the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade have come into sharp focus in Geneva and may impact the open, rules-based 

trading system. Join experts, officials and practitioners to explore recent political trends 
and legal developments involving the impact of national security policies on the 
international trading system, which could impact everything from automobiles to the 

internet. 

Panellists: 

• Anabel Gonzalez, Senior Fellow, Peterson Institute for International Economics 

• Bruce Hirsh, Principal, Tailwind Global Strategies 

• Joost Pauwelyn, Professor of International Law, Graduate Institute of 

International and Development Studies in Geneva 

Moderator: 

• Rufus Yerxa, President, National Foreign Trade Council 
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44 W 
Working 
Session 

Trade in 

fisheries 
services 
– Today 

and 

beyond 

Food and 
Agriculture 

Organization 
of the 
United 

Nations 
(FAO) 

Fish is currently the most traded animal protein worldwide in value terms. The fishing industry is 
also characterized by a wide range of product types and participants, which make trade global, 
diverse, and complex. This intensive international trade flow generates an associated economic 

activity – the occurrence of trade in services related to fish production and distribution. The 
importance of developing countries and small-scale producers in the supply of fish and fishery 
products to international markets, in addition to the unique role of vessels in fish production, 

naturally leads to trade opportunities in fisheries services. Regardless of whether the fish is wild 
caught or from aquaculture, demand for services can arise throughout the supply chain. This 
Working Session will discuss options to reach an effective win-win situation on trade in fisheries 

services, where participating countries and stakeholders would be able to take real advantage of an 

efficient allocation pattern.  

Panellists: 

• Ylva Mattsson, Senior Analyst International Affairs, Swedish Agency for Marine and Water 
Management 

• Pierre Sauvé, Senior Trade Specialist Macroeconomics, World Bank 

• Marta Soprana, Founder and Trade Policy Advisor, TradePol Consulting 

• David Vivas, Legal Officer, United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) 

Moderator: 

• Marcio Castro de Souza, Senior Fishery Officer (International Trade), Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 
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45 D 
Working 

Session 

What 

can 

WTO do 
to 

facilitate 
digital 
trade? 

Huawei 
Technologies 

Co. Ltd. 

International 
Trade 

Centre (ITC) 

Digital technologies are rapidly reshaping the landscape of global trade, investment and value 
chains. The rise of digital trade poses new challenges for the rules-based multilateral system. Do we 
have a full understanding of the scale and impact of digital trade? Are existing WTO rules adequate 

to address digital trade? What can WTO do to facilitate such trade? How do we ensure that digital 
trade contributes to bridging the digital gap and increasing inclusiveness and sustainability? The 
session will explore these issues from a variety of perspectives, offering views from governments, 

industries, international organizations as well as development agencies. 

Panellists: 

• Sean Doherty, Head, International Trade & Investment, World Economic Forum 

• Marion Jansen, Director and Chief Economist, International Trade Centre (ITC) 

• Lee Tuthill, Counsellor, Division of Trade in Services and Investment, World Trade 
Organization 

• Edwin Vermulst, Partner, VVGB Law firm 

Moderator: 

• Shige Zhang, Senior Trade Expert and Acting Head of Trade Facilitation and Market Access, 

Huawei Technologies 
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46 E 
Working 
Session 

Striving in the digital 
world: How innovative 

start-ups are changing 
the services landscape 

in Latin America 

Foreign 

Trade 

Secretariat, 
Ministry of 
Economy, 

Brazil 

Latin American businesses are creating innovative solutions in the service sector that 
address key development issues faced by their home economies. While fintechs are 
delivering new and traditional services to groups that once had poor access to financial 

services, agritechs are providing alternatives to traditional farming methods, 
increasing productivity and profitability in agricultural industries. Platforms are 
connecting demand and supply and helping to address logistical bottlenecks. Although 

known and recognized as national success stories, there is a real challenge for these 
companies to reach the external market and scale up. This panel will discuss the 
growth of startups in Latin American countries and the role of international trade, 

domestic and trade policies to ensure that these companies reach regional or global 

scale. 

Panellists: 

• Janos Ferencz, Trade Policy Analyst, OECD 

• Camilla Junqueira, Managing Director, Endeavor Brazil 

• Gonzalo Navarro, CEO, Asociación Latinoamericana de Internet (ALAI) 

• Rafael Wowk, Public Policy Manager, Nubank 

Moderator: 

• Lucas Ferraz, Secretary of Foreign Trade, Ministry of Economy of Brazil 
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47  F 
Working 

Session 

Young, 
digital and 
globally 

connected: 

The new 
face of 

trading 
Africa 

Borderlex 

Trade 
Experettes 

This session will seek to give a fresh look at the reality of Africa as a trading continent, with a focus 
on digital and the role of its young population in changing its dynamics. Among others, we will 
present new data by economists Marta Bengoa and the global trend-tracking and prediction 

technology firm Riwi (based in Canada), and hold a discussion on the relevance of current 
international trade initiatives - the African Continental Free Trade Area, the WTO (including e-
commerce) in enabling services trade and jobs for Africa. 

Panellists: 

• Marta Bengoa, Professor of International Economics, University of Johannesburg 

• Kulé Galma, International Consultant, International Trade Centre 

• Kholofelo Kugler, Counsel, ACWL 

• Komi Tsowou, Associate Economic Affairs Officer, Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) 

Moderator: 

• Iana Dreyer, Founder & Editor, Borderlex 
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48

 EN, 
FR 

B 
Working 

Session 

Building on 

the timeless 

principles of 
international 

trade to be 
relevant in 
the future 

Pernod 

Ricard 

Never has it been so critical for the WTO to strike a balance between the recognition of the value 
of its heritage and the need to have a plan to address new trade challenges. The objectives for 
this session will be (i) to encourage a discussion about the value of the WTO as a guarantor of 

the proper implementation of global trade rules and (ii) to generate a reflection about the role of 
the WTO as protectionism is on the rise. The panel will discuss concrete suggestions for 
improving the work of the institution with practical illustrations such as the work of its 

committees, the role of the Secretariat, and ways to reflect better new consumers and societal 
realities as well as emerging challenges for businesses. 

Panellists: 

• Julian Braithwaite, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of the United Kingdom to the 
WTO 

• Anna Malmhake, CEO and Chairman, The Absolut Company Pernod Ricard 

• Denis Redonnet, Director, DG Trade, European Commission 

• Anna Stellinger, Director-General, National Board of Trade, Sweden 

Moderator: 

• Crispin Conroy, Representative Director, International Chamber of Commerce 
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49 S1 
Working 
Session 

Gender 

inclusiveness 
in trade in 
services 

Organization 
of Women in 

International 

Trade 

Women's 
Economic 

Imperative 

(WEI) 

Services add value to manufacturing and contribute to competitiveness, employment and trade. 
Technological innovations and ICT make “traditional“ services easier to deliver internationally. 
Intangible elements add value to traded products, leveraging AI, big data and technology. 

Advances in technology revolutionized existing and created new service sectors and technology 
has led to new business models that represent game-changers in a range of industries. Gender 
equity in Trade in Services is a multi-faceted and complex issue that needs to be addressed by 

a diverse and multidisciplinary group, who understand different sectors and countries; combine 
theory and practice; work at macro-, meso- and micro- level. Session panelists will 
collaboratively address each issue to create a starting-point, building on each other’s ideas and 

drawing in contributions from the floor. Opportunities for participants to collaborate to influence 

and support the Agenda for Gender Equity in Trade in Services beyond the session will be 
highlighted. 

Panellists: 

• Chad Blackman, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Barbados to the WTO 

• Stephen de Boer, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Canada to the WTO 

• Yolanda Gibb, Global Lead - Trade, Women’s Economic Imperative (WEI) 

• Nino Zambakhidze, Chairwoman & Founder, Georgia Farmers Association 

Moderator: 

• Mucha Mlingo, President, OWIT Nairobi 
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50 S2 
Working 
Session 

AI, IP 
and 

the 
future 

of 

digital 
trade 

US 
Chamber of 

Commerce, 
Global 

Innovation 

Policy 
Center 

Our most valuable resources is human ingenuity. Through our creativity and innovative technologies, 
we can help solve the most pressing problems facing our generation and future generations. Join us for 
an in-depth discussion of how technologies and IP protections can both continue to drive innovation in 

digital trade – taking a look at new products and services, as well as the types of regulations and 
incentives that will help enable a strong global system and the effloresence of digital trade. Not only do 
we cherish the creators and innovators in our world, but we must also support them and incentivize 

them. Policy leaders around the world play an important role in the ecosystem for new technologies, 
creative works and innovations. This session will look at the global investment environment, cross-
border collaborations and the legal and regulatory environments that will propel us toward a better 

future for humanity. 

Panellists: 

• Walter Chia, Acting Director, International Engagement, Intellectual Property Office of Singapore 
(IPOS) 

• Monique Goeschl, General Manager, Verein für Anti-Piraterie der Film- und Videobranche (VAP), 
International Federation of Film Producers Associations (FIAPF) 

• Joni Laura, Senior Director and Legal Counsel, Qualcomm 

• Daniel Marti, Head of Global Government Affairs, RELX Group 

Moderator: 

• Alicia Daly, Associate Policy Officer on Artificial Intelligence and Data Office of the Director 

General, WIPO 
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51 S3 
Working 

Session 

The role of 
multilateral 

development banks 

in expanding trade in 
environmental goods 

and services 

European 
Bank for 

Reconstruction 

and 
Development 

(EBRD) 

With their drive to combat the negative effects of climate change, future-focused and 
environmentally conscious Millennials and Generation Zs are key to shaping the future 
of global trade. This is even more so in emerging markets. The EBRD has been 

working with governmental and trade support institutions and local banking sectors 
through its Green Trade Facilitation Programme and Green Economy Financing 
Facilities to stimulate the demand for environmental goods and services and to 

facilitate their supply across borders. These efforts, which can be replicated in other 
regions, should ultimately result in better adaptation to climate change and faster 
transition to a sustainable (green) economy. 

Panellists: 

• Doina Buruiana, Account Manager, RepRisk 

• Hyojoo Kim, Associate, Green Economy Financing Facilities, EBRD 

• Maria Mogilnaya, Associate Banker, Trade Facilitation Programme, EBRD 

• Deepesh Patel, Director, Partnerships and Marketing, Trade Finance Global 

Moderator: 

• Aik Hoe Lim, Director, Trade and Environment Division, WTO 
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52  W Workshop 

Trade and 

tax: 
Adapting to 
digitalization 

World 

Economic 
Forum 
(WEF) 

The international trading system is under strain as the gap widens between the rules and 
realities of a global and increasingly digitalized economy. New business models, alternative 
growth strategies and concerns around inequality have been left unaddressed. Countries are 

contemplating or using various economic policy tools to bridge these gaps, sometimes with 
spillover effects or unintended consequences. These include digital services taxes, customs 
duties on electronic transmissions, data localization laws and national security-based tariffs and 

foreign investment screening. At the OECD, countries are looking for consensus on international 
tax reform, in the context of digitalization. Strengthening the trading system will require 
understanding these developments and learning from other areas of international economic 

governance. 

Panellists: 

• Nicholas Bramble, Trade Policy Counsel, Google 

• Dmitri Jegorov, Deputy Secretary-General for Tax and Customs Policy, Ministry of 
Finance, Government of Estonia 

• Irma Johanna Mosquera Valderrama, Associate Professor of Tax Law, Leiden University 

• Eric Robert, Tax Policy Advisor, Centre of Tax Policy and Administration, Organisation for 

Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) 

Moderator: 

• Soumaya Keynes, Trade and US Economics Editor, The Economist 
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53 D 
Working 

Session 

E-commerce 
governance at 

domestic, 
regional and 

multilateral 
levels: Asian 
perspectives 

Institute of 

Developing 
Economies, 

Japan External 

Trade 
Organization 

(IDE-JETRO) 

World 
Trustmark 
Alliance 

This session aims to contribute to the debate on the future of multilateral e-commerce 
governance that is under significant transformation at domestic as well as regional 
levels by sharing Asian experiences. Many Asian countries recently introduced new 

regulations on e-commerce, and also many Asian FTAs have established with substantial 
provisions on e-commerce such as TPP11. Meanwhile, the prospect of the multilateral 
negotiations on e-commerce remains uncertain. Because of the cross-cutting and 

borderless nature of e-commerce, regulators and negotiators face challenges to develop 
new governance systems which cannot be applied by traditionally territorial based 
political legal systems. In this session, experts with various background (business, NGO 

and academia) share their views on e-commerce regulations in Asia, and draw lessons 

for policymakers in other regions who are involved in domestic regulations and/or 
regional negotiations for e-commerce chapters. We also considers implications for global 
or multilateral rule-making from lessons of Asian negotiations. 

Panellists: 

• Shintaro Hamanaka, Research Fellow, Institute of Developing Economies, Japan 
External Trade Organization (IDE-JETRO) 

• Mosi Li, Research Professor, Shanghai University of International Business and 
Economics 

• J.J. Pan, Permanent Secretary, World Trustmark Alliance 

• See Kiat Toh, Chairman, Goodwins Law Corporation 

Moderator: 

• Yukiko Aoyama, Research Management Officer, Institute of Developing 

Economies, Japan External Trade Organization (IDE-JETRO) 
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54 E 
Working 

Session 

Reform 

of the 

WTO - 
For a 

global 
level 

playing 

field 

AEGIS 

Europe 

AEGIS Europe believes that within the next WTO chapter, WTO agreements in relation to trade 
remedies must be updated and expanded to address current economic and policy distortions so as to 
ensure fair and transparent global competition. Steps are also needed to address the current crisis in 

WTO dispute settlement. By the end of 2019 there will no longer be a functioning Appellate Body. While 
WTO members explore alternative ways of dispute settlement, it is also important to consider 
substantive ways WTO dispute settlement needs to be improved, especially in relation to trade 

remedies issues. A global level playing field requires the modernization and further harmonization of 
global trading rules. Only WTO members are capable of resolving the current crisis. For that reason, 
Aegis Europe is bringing WTO members to the panel discussion to explore concrete improvements 

before a broader audience. 

Panellists: 

• Stacy J. Ettinger, Partner, K&L Gates 

• Kathrine Fog, Senior VicePresident, Head of Corporate Strategy and Analysis, Hydro 

• Karl Tachelet, Director, International Affairs & Social Affairs, EUROFER 

• Inès Van Lierde, Chair of AEGIS Europe, AEGIS Europe 

Moderator: 

• Gerhard Hannes Welge, Senior Counsel, King&Spalding LLP 
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55 F 
Working 
Session 

Next chapter 

of the WTO: 

WTO reform 
– Good for 

development? 

World 

Labor 
Institute 

As part of the next chapter of the WTO, there are a number of proposals to reform the WTO to 
strengthen the trading system. This session will analyse the implications of WTO reform 
proposals including on: technology transfer and other performance requirements, state-owned 

enterprises, transparency and notification, dispute settlement and the criteria for developing 
country status. Panellists from a variety of perspectives will highlight the impacts of these WTO 
reform proposals on development and the needs of Millennials and Generation Z who will be the 

majority of future workers. 

Panellists: 

• Aileen Kwa, Programme Coordinator, Trade for Development Programme, South Centre 

• Jörg Mayer, Senior Economic Affairs Officer, United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development 

• Vahini Naidu, Deputy Director: International Trade Negotiations, Department of Trade 

and Industry, South Africa 

Moderator: 

• Sanya Smith, Legal advisor & senior researcher, Third World Network 
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56

 EN, 
FR 

B 
Working 
Session 

Digital trade and 
health: 

Opportunities 
and challenges 

for developing 
countries 

Geneva 

Network 

Information 
Technology 

and 

Innovation 
Foundation 

An increasingly important component of trade in services is digital. Cross-border digital trade 
has particularly enticing potential for the health sector across a range of services, including 
telemedicine, patient management and analytics, and various components of the 

biopharmaceutical R&D value-chain. The growth of innovative digital health services holds 
particular promise for developing countries, given that they can be adopted and deployed at 
significantly lower cost than traditional “bricks and mortar” health services. Developing 

countries also stand to gain economically by increasing their participation in various parts of 
the digital health global value-chain, from data collection and management, to the 
management of clinical trials. This session brings together speakers from a range of 

countries and sectors to explore the potential for developing countries of digital trade in 

health services, and examines how the global trading system might adapt in order to 
promote the growth of this exciting sector. 

Panellists: 

• Nigel Cory, Associate Director, Trade Policy, Information Technology and Innovation 

Foundation 

• Maíra Flores, Head of Communications, Portal Telemedicina 

• Andrew Staines, Ambassador, Deputy Permanent Representative of the United 
Kingdom to the WTO 

• Andrea Tartakowsky Pezoa, Senior Research and Policy Officer, Pathways for 

Prosperity Commission 

Moderator: 

• Philip Stevens, Executive Director, Geneva Network 
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57 S1 
Working 
Session 

Tech, 

services 

and the 
future 
of the 
WTO 

University of 

International 
Business and 
Economics, 

Beijing 

Geneva 
School of 

Management 
and 

Economics, 

University of 
Geneva 

In 1995, when WTO was established, the tech hit of the year was the announcement of the DVD. 
The internet was in its infancy; clouds and streams belonged only to nature. China’s exports ranked 
below Belgium’s. Even if WTO agreements have aged relatively well, it is high time to take a fresh 

look into how new technologies and services trade impact our world. It is time to discuss how the 
WTO of the future can be fit for the challenges of a world of digitalization and growing services 
trade. How is digitalization affecting trade? What is the future of trade in services? What are the key 

policies challenges in a tech and services-driven economy? What kind of trade opportunities are 
enabled by new technologies? How can the WTO of the future make the most of these 
developments?  

Panellists: 

• Guijun Lin, Dean, Academy of China Open Economy Studies, UIBE 

• Hanna Norberg, Founder & CEO, TradeEconomista 

• Marcelo Olarreaga, Dean, Geneva School of Economics and Management, University of 
Geneva 

• Xiaopeng Yin, Executive Dean, Research Institute of Global Value Chains, University of 

International Business and Economics, Beijing 

Moderator: 

• Tatiana Prazeres, Senior Visiting Fellow, University of International Business and Economics 
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58 S2 
Working 
Session 

Adapting the WTO to 
recent trends: Build 
coherence between 

trade and 

sustainable 
development  

European 
Economic 
and Social 

Committee 
(EESC) 

With the adoption of ambitious and comprehensive SDGs by the UN, the time has come 
for the WTO to play its role in actively contributing to the achievement of the UN SDGs 
and the promotion of labour and environmental standards. That, with the purpose of 

strengthening the coherence within the commitments of the global governance. 
Therefore, an inclusive vision of trade based on consultation with civil society, as well as 
basic democratic and social values, is required. The session will focus on: 1) Introducing 

coherence between the multilateral trading system and social and labour international 
standards and between the objectives and rules of the WTO and other multilateral 
organizations; 2) Making international trade contribute to the fight against climate 

change, to ensure that international trade in industrial and agricultural goods enters a 

more virtuous circle; 3) Building the SDGs into the multilateral trading agenda. 

Panellists: 

• Karen Curtis, Chief of the Freedom of Association Branch, International Labour 
Standards Department, ILO 

• Denis Redonnet, Director, WTO, Legal Affairs and Trade in Goods, DG Trade, 
European Commission 

• Luisa Santos, Director International Relations, BusinessEurope 

• Elisabeth Tuerk, Chief, Section on International Investment Agreements, Division 

on Investment and Enterprise, UNCTAD 

Moderator: 

• Alberto Mazzola, President of the Follow-up Committee on International Trade, 

Member, European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) 
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59 S3 
Working 
Session 

Challenges 

faced by 

urban women 
traders in 

ordering and 
receiving 

goods online 

TradeMark 
East Africa 

(TMEA) 

The potential of e-Trade unlocking intra-Africa trade is strong. However, key regional 
dimensions have to be addressed to enhance inclusion of women and youth traders. TMEA 
proposes to host a Panel - jointly with UNCTAD and with other players like the Revenue 

Authorities, Women and Youth Traders, delivery companies like DHL and Jumia, regional postal 
services, etc - to look at the regional aspects of e-commerce and implications for women and 
youth traders; looking at all aspects from regulatory (e-Commerce laws, policies- an area that 

UNCTAD has worked on at country level e.g. conducting a needs assessment in Uganda); tax 
and revenue modalities and needed reforms; information and procedures, payment systems. 
The focus will be on working with Revenue Authorities to simplify processes for e-commerce. 

New-Zealand is a front runner in e-commerce and revenue reforms and can provide some 

lessons for the region. 

Panellists: 

• Abigail Bundi, CEO & Co-founder, Amari Consulting Ltd 

• Dicksons Collins Kateshumbwa, Commissioner of Customs, Chairman of the World 
Customs Council, Uganda Revenue Authority 

• Santa Joyce Laker, Chairperson, Atiak Outgrower Cooperative Society 

• Shamika N. Sirimanne, Director, Division on Technology and Logistics, UNCTAD 

Moderator: 

• Alban Odiambo, Senior Director Trade Environment, TradeMark East Africa 
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60 W 
Working 
Session 

Agriculture in 

the context of 
WTO reforms: 
Strengthening 

the world trading 

system 

Permanent 
Mission of 
Brazil to 

the WTO 

Brazilian 

Trade and 
Investment 
Promotion 

Agency 
(Apex-
Brasil) 

It is increasingly evident that the WTO must evolve to cope with the ongoing transformations 
in the global economic and political landscape, by incorporating and modernizing disciplines 
for leading sectors of the world economy. Any reform of the WTO rule book should be 

inclusive and provide wide-ranging benefits, without which such initiatives risk undermining 
the credibility of the WTO as a platform for global development. For many developing 
economies, this means that WTO reform must include not only 21st century issues, such as 

e-commerce and services, but also outstanding topics in the agriculture agenda. Unlocking 
discussions and providing much needed tangible outcomes in agriculture may depend upon 
recognizing the new realities of the global economy. With a view to identifying new 

negotiating paths, Members should be open to engage constructively and creatively in terms 

of both substance and negotiating formats. 

Panellists: 

• Marília Rangel Campos, Secretary General, International Poultry Council 

• Rodrigo Lima, Partner-Director, Agroicone Ltd 

• Karstern Maier, Secretary General, European Livestock and Meat Trades Union 

• Alexandre Guido Parola, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Brazil to the 

WTO 

Moderator: 

• Chad Bown, Reginald Jones Senior Fellow, Peterson Institute for International 

Economics 
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61  E 
Working 
Session 

Re-

imagining 

agriculture 
in the new 

WTO 
architecture 

TWN Trust 
India 

The WTO has begun a process of reform in the face of challenges to its mechanism and structure. 
The question is can the Agreement on Agriculture (AoA), and pending negotiations under it, be re-
shaped and redesigned in a way that works for its Membership? This workshop will explore what 

such a reshaped AoA could look like, what will be its elements and principles, and what could be a 
normative framework for it based on the 2030 Agenda or other frameworks. Moreover, how can 
new principles such as differentiation, new approaches towards negotiations, as well as new issues, 

including e-commerce & investment facilitation, that are currently being proposed by different 
Member States be applied to agriculture and whether outcomes can be achieved that are 
acceptable to all Member States. This Working Session will explore these issues and aim to provide 

recommendations. 

Panellists: 

• Abhijit Das, Head, Centre for WTO Studies, India 

• Aileen Kwa, Director, Trade & Development Program, South Centre 

• Peter Rossman, Director of Communications and Campaigns, International Union of Food 
Workers 

• Ranja Sengupta, Senior Researcher and Coordinator, Trade Programme, TWN Trust India 

Moderator: 

• Sylvester Wullo Bagooro, Programme Officer, Third World Network Africa 
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62 F 
Working 
Session 

Subsidies 

in 

services 
trade – 
What 

needs to 

change? 

Institute for 
International 

Trade 

Schumpeter 

Centre, 
Friederich 
Schiller 

University 

Subsidies have become one of the most prevalent and distortionary instruments to restrict trade 
and gain a competitive advantage. There are WTO instruments for disciplining goods-related 
subsidies, notably the Agreement on Subsidies and countervailing Measures (SCM), and the 

Agreement on Agriculture. Reforms to these instruments have been discussed for many years, the 
latter under the Doha Round, with the former moving into focus via the trilateral US, EU, Japan 
initiative. However, subsidies in services industries are increasingly prevalent, and mostly 

unregulated in the WTO. Such subsidies may be paid directly to services providers and indirectly to 
manufacturers producing inputs for services producers. They are very difficult to measure and 
even more difficult to remove. In addition to distorting international trade and investment flows, 

they might be a severe barrier to increased services trade and productivity gains. The panel will 

explore these issues and their significance relative to WTO reform initiatives. 

Panellists: 

• Jane Drake-Brockman, Industry Professor, Institute for International Trade, University of 
Adelaide 

• Simon Evenett, Professor and Academic Director, MBA programme, University of St Gallen 

• Andreas Freytag, Professor of Economics, Friedrich-Schiller-University Jena 

• Claudia Locatelli, Counsellor, Trade in Services and Investment Division, WTO 

Moderator: 

• Peter Draper, Professor and Executive Director, Institute for International Trade 
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63  B Workshop 

Tomorrow’s 

trading world 

– Thinking 
ahead for the 

future 
generations 

The World 
Trade 

Institute 
(WTI) 
Alumni 

Change is the only constant. Various factors are inflicting change to the way we trade. 
Technological advancements are modifying the ethos of the trading ecosystem. These changes 
and cross-interactions mandate us to re-visit the impact of trade policies on the next 

generations, the way they will trade and the world they will inherit. This workshop aims at 
initiating a dialogue among the young trade lawyers and economists that advise global cross-
sectoral industries, with the intention to offer analysis, feasible solutions and policy 

recommendations for: - The impact of recent technological advancements, which has blurred 
the clear lines between trade in goods and trade in services. - The existing trade policies and 
their effect on innovation, modernization and sustainable development – taking full account of 

the needs of future generations. - The critical need for the next generation of trade policies to 

address inclusive, symbiotic sustainable growth in the coming decades. 

Panellists: 

• Harsh Hiroo Gursahani, Counsel, PLR Chambers 

• Kholofelo Kugler, Counsel, Advisory Centre on WTO Law 

• Wakako Oshima, Founder & CEO, Asteri Co. Ltd. 

• Fernando Piérola, Senior Counsel, Advisory Centre on WTO Law 

Moderator: 

• Peter van den Bossche, Director of Studies, The World Trade Institute 
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64  S2 Workshop 

Globalizing 

regulation: Can 

the trade and 
investment 

system hold 
global 

corporations to 

account? 

Copenhagen 

Business 
School 

This panel considers whether, in the next chapter of the WTO and the world trading 
system, measures to allow for international regulation of corporate conduct on labour, the 
environment and human rights, could be incorporated into trade and investment 

agreements. Such measures would allow for some safeguard against corporate forum 
shopping and the difficulties that individual governments face in regulating business 
activities that often takes place transnationally. The panel will begin by presenting cutting 

edge academic research into the potential for this type of regulation, and then by exploring 
through discussion and interactive workshop exercises with audience members, the 
effectiveness of different proposed measures and how they might be implemented. 

Panellists: 

• Michael K. Addo, Director, Notre Dame London Law Program 

• Nathalie Bernasconi-Osterwalder, Group Director, Economic Law and Policy, 
International Institute for Sustainable Development 

• Timothy Meyer, Professor of Law, Vanderbilt Law School 

• Joe Zhang, Law Advisor, International Institute for Sustainable Development 

Moderator: 

• Maha Rafi Atal, Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Copenhagen Business School 
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65 S3 
Working 
Session 

Building a 
low-carbon 

future: 
What new 
multilateral 

rules do 
we need? 

Confederation 
of British 
Industry 

Young people around the world are calling for bold action on climate change. The transition to a 
global, low-carbon economy will necessitate huge changes in energy production, industrial 
policy, manufacturing processes and consumer behaviour. Business, government and civil 

society must act now to meet 2030 carbon targets if we are to limit global warming and achieve 
the aims of the Paris Climate Agreements. Progress toward developing the industry, governance 
and opportunities for low-carbon markets around the world has been uneven. For many firms, 

there are just two investment cycles between now and 2030. ‘Green’ financing and domestic 
policies such as carbon taxes will be essential to moving toward low-carbon economies, but can 
also affect trade flows as competition pressures can inhibit green investments. The panel will 

examine how to support low-carbon investment and trade, and how the benefits of progress can 

be delivered in both high and low-income countries.  

Panellists: 

• Angela Francis, Chief Economist, World Wide Fund for Nature 

• Alexander Kasterine, Head, Trade and Environment Unit, International Trade Centre 

• Rain Newton-Smith, Chief Economist, Confederation of British industry 

• Liesel van Ast, Membership and Regional Coordination Manager, UN Environment 

Programme Finance Initiative 

Moderator: 

• Julian Braithwaite, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of the United Kingdom to the 

WTO 
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66  W 
Working 
Session 

Do 
services 

offer a 
realistic 
growth 

model for 
developing 
countries? 

World 
Bank 
Group 

In many developing economies, the peak shares of manufacturing in value-added and employment 
were both lower and occurred at lower levels of development compared to their high-income, early-
industrializer, precursors. Studies show that this process of “premature de-industrialization” has 

accelerated in recent decades. Studies also highlight the importance of distinguishing between 
different types of services and how they are traded. This panel explores how services can supply the 
twin gains of productivity growth and large-scale job creation for the relatively unskilled long 

associated with the dominant development paradigm of manufacturing-led growth. Doing so is 
particularly important given that premature deindustrialization, reinforced by the spread of 
automation technologies, has raised concerns that the development model based on export-led 

manufacturing will be harder to replicate in the future in lower-income countries. This panel asks 

how developing countries can diversify successfully into services and what implications this may 
hold for trade and investment policy? 

Panellists: 

• Richard Baldwin, Professor of International Economics, Graduate Institute of International 

and Development Studies, Geneva 

• Bernard Hoekman, Professor, Robert Schuman Center for Global Governance, European 
University Institute 

• Gaurav Nayyar, Senior Economist, World Bank Group 

• Roberta Piermartini, Counsellor, Economic Research and Statistics Division, WTO 

Moderator: 

• Soumaya Keynes, US Economics Editor, The Economist 
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67 D 
Working 
Session 

What e-

commerce 
business 

models mean 
for trade 

policy in the 

digital era 

Organisation 

for Economic 

Co-operation 
and 

Development 
(OECD) 

Firms are innovating in the ways in which they sell products online, making use of a range of 
digital technologies (e.g. artificial intelligence, blockchain and the Internet of Things) to 
facilitate e-commerce, while new payment services like mobile money and digital wallets 

widen its scope. These technologies drive changes in business models, especially those that: 
1) use platforms to facilitate transactions online, 2) include subscriptions, whereby users 
access goods and services in a recurring stream, and 3) combine online processes alongside 

offline activities, including in brick and mortar stores. These changes have wide-ranging 
implications for trade and trade policymaking, including for the measures that affect trade. 
This session will unpack different e-commerce business models and identify how these affect 

the “who”, the “what” and the “how” of trade. It will then discuss what this means for how we 

approach market openness in the digital age. 

Panellists: 

• Devi Ariyani, Executive Director, Indonesia Services Dialogue Council 

• Ziyang Fan, Head Digital Trade, World Economic Forum 

• Sarah F. Thorn, Senior Director, Walmart 

• Jan Tscheke, Economist, OECD 

Moderator: 

• Javier Lopez Gonzalez, Senior Trade Policy Analyst, OECD 
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68 E 
Working 
Session 

Trade in 

services and 
its impact on 
development 

in African 

countries 

Ministry of 
Industry, 

Investment, 
Trade and the 

Digital 

Economy, 
Morocco 

The services sector is playing an increasingly important role in the global economy and in the 
growth and development of countries by creating opportunities to increase income, 
productivity, jobs, investment and trade. Liberalization of trade in services should be an 

effective mechanism for fostering competition and the development of services in Africa. Such 
liberalization requires that African countries have the capacity to formulate and implement 
trade policies aimed at developing trade in services and investment. For trade liberalization to 

benefit development, an alignment of regulatory and trade objectives is needed, as well as 
effective coordination among regulatory bodies and ministries (responsible for trade and 
sectors). Regional and international coordination is also crucial for better integration of 

African trade in services in global trade. 

Panellists: 

• Uri Dadush, Director of Research, OCP Policy Center 

• Junior Davis, Chief, Africa Section Division for Africa, LDCs and Special Programmes, 
UNCTAD 

• Li Ding, Chairperson, Committee on Trade in Financial Services 

• Marion Jansen, Director of the Division for Market Développment, International Trade 

Center 

Moderator: 

• Latifa El Bouabdellaoui, Director of International Trade Relations, Ministry of Industry, 

Investment, Trade and Digital Economy, Kingdom of Morocco 
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69 F 
Working 
Session 

Borderless 

trade of 
digital 

contents: 

Next 
chapter for 
the WTO 

Korea 
Institute for 
International 

Economic 
Policy 

Represented by the rise of YouTube, consuming digital video contents on smartphone is deep in 
the heart of Gen Z who are digital natives. A lot of digital video contents consumed by Gen Z 
cross borders through digital platforms and the explosive growth of cross-border digital content 

changes what we trade and how we trade. It reduces the relevance of traditional at-the-border 
barriers to trade, while it gives rise to a range of issues for policy makers, ranging from revenue 
implications in relation to collection of taxes to the implications for intellectual property 

protection. Then, is there a need to update existing trade rules and commitments? In this 
session, we will bring together business insiders, international experts, and policy makers to 
discuss the cross-border digital contents from the perspective of trade policy and the need to 

reconsider public policies. 

Panellists: 

• Janos Ferencz, Trade Policy Analyst, OECD 

• Hosuk Lee-Makiyama, Director, European Centre for International Political Economy 
(ECIPE) 

• Wolf Meier-Ewert, Counsellor, Intellectual Property, Government Procurement and 

Competition Division, WTO 

Moderator: 

• Jin-kyo Suh, Senior Research Fellow, Korea Institute for International Economic Policy 
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70  B Workshop 

Millennials and 

Generation Z as 

customer and 
client: Changing 
trade for next 

generation 

businesses 

The Law 
Society of 
Scotland 

Generation Z and Millennials are increasingly globalist in outlook, motivated and engaged 
by social and environmental responsibility in the wake of increasing concerns around 
climate change. Driven by incessant interconnectedness, they are used to a virtual digital 

world without borders where new income streams and business models, including social 
enterprises are the norm. This panel will explore how a changing business demographic will 
impact on the trade agenda and present insights on the following questions: -What do 

Millennials and Generation Z, in their capacity as consumers, clients and employees, expect 
from businesses? -How are business adapting to meet those challenges? -What is the 
impact of this shift on developing countries and what are the future trading opportunities 

for businesses based in or operating there? -How do we incorporate ethical issues into trade 

policy discussions at the multilateral level to engage and serve next generation businesses? 

Panellists: 

• Anna Drozd, Policy Advisor, UK Law Societies' Joint Brussels Office 

• George Riddell, Associate Director of International Trade Policy, Deloitte LLP 

• Faith Tigere, Consultant, Independent Professional 

• Anna Widegren, Vice President, European Youth Forum 

Moderator: 

• Carolyn Thurston Smith, Policy Executive (Commercial and Trade Policy), The Law 

Society of Scotland 
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71  S1 Workshop 

Trade norms 
on access to 

the source 

code: What is 
the impact on 

trade in 
services and 

development? 

DiploFoundation 

International 
Trade Centre 

(ITC) 

Digitisation has profoundly affected trade in services. Most digital services are enabled 
by computer programs, which rely on the source code to function. Several trade 
agreements prohibit governments from requiring the disclosure, transfer of or access to 

the source code as a condition for market access. The topic is also part of the plurilateral 
negotiations on trade-related aspects of e-commerce at the WTO. This session will focus 
on legal, and economic arguments advanced in favor and against prohibitions on 

requiring the transfer of or access to the source code with the aim to evaluate the 
impact of these prohibitions on the trade in services and on development.  

Panellists: 

• Vincent Hendricks, Professor, University of Copenhagen 

• Michael Kende, Senior Advisor, Analysis Mason 

• Sanya Reid Smith, Legal advisor and senior researcher, Third World Network 

• Quan Zhao, Trade Policy Advisor, International Trade Centre (ITC) 

Moderator: 

• Marilia Maciel, Digital Policy Senior Researcher, DiploFoundation 
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72 S2 
Working 

Session 

The impacts of the industry 4.0 
on the manufacturing sector and 

national states: An emerging 

perspective regarding 
digitalization, mass customization 

and taxation 

Federation 
of the 

Industries 

of the 
State of 

Sao Paulo 
(FIESP) 

As trade in services is currently growing at a higher rate than the flow of 
goods, the manufacturing sector (specially in emerging markets) is starting 
to face serious competitiveness challenges. An incomplete industrialization 

process led some countries to specialize in low skilled and low value-added 
products. This is a particularly common phenomenon that will impact 
developing countries, which are positioned at the fringe of global chains. 

Once services have become a crucial input to produce more complex goods, 
how will these countries reach the productive requirements of the Industry 
4.0 revolution? Traditional industrial policies, such as subsidies and tax 

exemptions, will hold up to digital manufacturing? Will foreign capital still be 

attracted by the traditional features of these countries? Is this new global 
manufacturing environment causing the reshoring of the production back to 
developed countries? What is the role of the WTO in leveling the playing field 

for developing countrie? 

Panellists: 

• Victor Do Prado, Director, Council and TNC Division, WTO 

• Lucas Ferraz, Secretariat, Foreign Trade of Brazil 

• Alexandre Parola, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Brazil 
to the WTO 

• Annalisa Primi, Head, Structural Policies and Innovation of the 

Development Centre, OECD 

Moderator: 

• Thomaz Zanotto, Head Director, Department of Trade and Foreign 

Affairs, Federation of Industries of the State of Sao Paulo (FIESP) 
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73 S3 
Working 
Session 

What do 
women need? 

WTO reform for 
a 

comprehensive 

gender-friendly 
trading system 

Gender 
and Trade 

Coalition 

Regions 
Refocus 

Women’s Rights Groups have long been asking for a comprehensive assessment of the 
gendered impacts of trade rules implemented by the WTO and its multiple agreements which 
create complex outcomes on the lives of women engaged in different spheres around the 

world. The WTO reform offers an opportunity to present this analysis from the women’s rights 
perspective which is based on a sustainable-development model. This can be fed towards 
recommendations for both structural and content related changes in the WTO of the future 

while linking trade and domestic macroeconomic policy, supported by sectoral policies. This 
workshop, organised by a coalition of key Women’s Rights Groups across the world, will lay out 
a comprehensive analysis of impacts of the WTO and trade policy on women’s lives in 

economic, social and other spheres, and then seek to identify key elements that a gender-

responsive trade agreement of the future should include. 

Panellists: 

• Abhijit Das, Head, Centre for WTO Studies 

• Xolelwa Mlumbi-Peter, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of the Republic of 
South Africa to the WTO 

• Rachel Noble, Senior Policy Specialist, Women’s Economic Empowerment, ActionAid UK 

• Mariama Williams, Senior Programme Officer, The South Centre 

Moderator: 

• Ranja Sengupta, Senior Researcher & Coordinator Trade Programme, Third World 

Network 
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74 W 
Working 
Session 

Companies 
engage 

against 

climate 
change: How 

can 
multilateral 

trade rules 
help?  

Permanent 
Mission of 
France to 

the WTO  

Permanent 

Mission of 
Canada to 

the WTO  

International 
Chamber of 

Commerce 
(ICC) 

Many private companies have already integrated the fight against climate change into their 
strategy. In particular, they reinforce their research and innovation efforts to provide services 
and products that will enable less polluting modes of production and consumption. 

International trade rules could foster and amplify these efforts of the private sector. The 
multilateral trade system can make a decisive contribution. In particular, it can promote the 
diffusion of efficient technologies and innovative products and services by reducing tariff or 

non-tariff barriers (standards). This issue is already taken into account in some bilateral trade 
agreements such as CETA. This working session will start with a presentation of CETA. 
Expectations towards the multilateral trading system will then be analysed through 

interventions from representatives of the private and public sectors.  

Panellists: 

• Jacques Gérault, Conseiller institutionnel du Groupe, CMA CGM 

• Denis Leclerc, President and CEO, Ecotech Québec 

• Sarah Thorn, Senior Director, Global Government Affairs, Walmart 

• Mark Vanheukelen, Senior Adviser and Ambassador-at-Large for Climate Diplomacy, 

European External Action Service 

Moderator: 

• Joost Pauwelyn, Professor, International Law, Graduate Institute of International and 

Development Studies Geneva 
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75 D 
Working 
Session 

Closing the 

loop: Scaling up 
inclusive circular 
business models 

in selected 
sectors 

Permanent 

Mission of 
the 

Kingdom of 
the 

Netherlands 
to the WTO 

This session seeks to identify how circular business models can create inclusive and 
sustainable development for all, keeping in mind the challenges that circularity can bring. It 
will explore how international trade can help to develop circular innovations. The panelists 

will provide different perspectives on the opportunities of a circular economy, by focusing on 
best practices of specific business models in developed and developing countries and by 
discussing the international initiatives currently being undertaken by the private sector, 

international organizations and civil society on how trade can help in scaling up. Some topics 
to be discussed: - What are the challenges and opportunities of circularity for countries and 
businesses in the textile sector? - What is needed from the international trade system? - 

How can circular business models contribute to creating sustainable jobs? - How can trade 

networks and value chains be supported by resolving trade barriers or boosting innovation? 

Panellists: 

• Johnny De Meirsman, CEO, DEMCO 

• John R Deep Ford, Ambassador, Permanent Representative, Cooperative Republic of 
Guyana to the WTO 

• Douwe Jan Joustra, Head of Circular Transformation, C&A Foundation 

• Elisa Tonda, Head, Consumption and Production Unit, Economic Division, UN 

Environment Programme 

Moderator: 

• Ronald Wormgoor, Deputy Director International Affairs, Department of the Ministry 

of Infrastructure and Water Management, the Netherlands 
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76 E 
Working 

Session 

From Y to 
Z: A 

sporting 

goods 
industry 

perspective 

World 

Federation 

of the 
Sporting 

Goods 
Industry 
(WFSGI) 

The session will bring together representatives from different sporting good brands and discuss four 
questions: (1) How do products meet the sustainability performance demands by Gen Y and Z?. 2) 
How do companies address the high supply chain expectations of young customers? (3) How does 

the sporting goods industry fulfill the promise of its products: to avoid the most threatening health 
future challenges through physical activity? (4) What trading environment is needed to meet 
expectations for new products and how can technological innovation help? Each question will be 

introduced by a representative, before discussing possible implications for the trading framework 
among each other and with the audience.  

Panellists: 

• Carlos Grau Tanner, Director General, Global Express Association 

• Angela Mantilla, Sustainability Footprint Manager, Adidas 

• Youri Mercier, Deputy Secretary General, Federation of the European Sporting Goods 
Industry (FESI) 

• Ingrid Van Laerhoven, Director International Trade and Customs EMEA, Nike Inc. 

Moderator: 

• Marc Magnus, Vice President, Trade, Corporate Responsibility and Legal, WFSGI 
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77 F 
Working 
Session 

Globalization, 
technology and 

values: Millennials 
and Gen Z’s 

interaction with the 

global trading 
system 

University 
of Toronto 

Law 
Faculty 

Millennials and Gen Z makeup approximately half of the world population, nearly 60% of 
the global work-force and wield immense purchasing power. Nonetheless, there is a 
tendency to still view them as the “next generation” when in fact, they are growing into 

economic and political maturity, with their decisions and opinions having significant impact 
on the global polity. Recognizing the significance of this generation, this panel, comprising 
five millennials with diverse experiences in relation to international trade, explore how 

millennials and Gen Z’s interaction with globalization, technology and their values impact 
the global trading system. The panel highlights the fundamental differences between 
millennials, Gen Z and previous generations and the implication of these differences for 

international trade. Finally, the panel articulates the expectations of millennials and Gen Z 

from themselves, governments, companies and international organizations in defining the 
future of the international trading system.  

Panellists: 

• Jochem DeKok, Legal Practitioner, Allen & Overy LLP 

• Alvin Li, Co-Founder and CEO, The Kommon Goods 

• Chris Ruff, Communications Advisor, European Commission 

• Nivedita Sen, Researcher, Graduate Institute & World Economic Forum 

Moderator: 

• Mariam Olafuyi, Doctoral Candidate (International Economic Law) & Social 

entrepreneur, Faculty of Law, University of Toronto 
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78  B Workshop 

Plugging the 

WTO into 
today’s world 
with flexible, 

multi-

stakeholder and 
pro-compliance 

approaches 

University 
of 

Guadalajara 

Close to 25 years of existence, some areas of the WTO are in crisis. Negotiating, 
monitoring, transparency, Appellate Body Member´s nominations, and consensus decisions 
have polarized the multilateral trading system. This session presents concrete examples on 

how: flexibility, inclusiveness of various stakeholders and compliance are key aspects to 
strengthen the system. First, for concluding Doha negotiations and the stagnation of the 
Appellate Body nominations, Members can include flexible approaches which will take 

different shapes in the form of norms and/or negotiating techniques. Second, including 
relevant stakeholders such as the organized civil society (business community) and 
subjects will help to avoid protectionism and to plug the WTO into today´s world. Third, 

there should be indicators that measure the level of compliance of WTO Agreements, these 

indicators should serve to rank Members. According to their ranking, Members will obtain 
or lose certain rights. 

Panellists: 

• Anabel Gonzalez, Non-resident Senior Fellow, Peterson Institute for International 

Economics 

• Jennifer Hawkins, Senior Manager, International Trade and Customs, 
PricewaterhouseCoopers (Ireland) 

• Jan Yves Remy, Deputy Director, Shridath Ramphal Centre, The University of the 
West Indies, Cave Hill Campus 

• Cherise Valles, Deputy Director, Advisory Centre on WTO Law (ACWL) 

Moderator: 

• Edna Ramirez-Robles, Professor, Universidad de Guadalajara, CUCOSTA, Mexico 
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79 S1 
Working 
Session 

Millennial 

expectations 
for food 

systems. Is 
the WTO 
flexible 

enough? 

Canadian 
Federation 

of 

Agriculture 

Norwegian 
Farmers 

Union 

Swiss 
Farmers 
Union 

Millennials and societal expectations for the food system are significantly different from what 
previous generations wanted from the system. Previous generations priorities for food was 
availability, affordability and convenience. Today, with an abundant supply of affordable and 

nutritious food available in many parts of the world, consumers now expect their food to have 
many other qualities and attributes beyond those of previous generations. The workshop will 
explore whether current WTO trade rules and parameters of the Agriculture negotiations are too 

narrow to fully encompass consumer’s and society’s expectations Panellists will identify 1) how 
and why millennials are pushing the envelope in driving change in the food systems, 2) the 
pressure and challenges these pose on farmers and finally 3) if the WTO is flexible enough to 

adapt to consumers expectations and if not, what steps can be taken.  

Panellists: 

• Denis Kabiito, CEO, Young Farmers Federation of Uganda, Leader, Young Farmers 
Committee, World Farmers Organization 

• Tim Lambert, CEO, Egg Farmers of Canada 

• Genevieve Parent, Chair, Legal Research on Food Diversity and Security, Laval University 

• Jennifer Reynolds, Senior Program and Policy Manager, Food Secure Canada 

Moderator: 

• Marcel Groleau, Vice-President, Canadian Federation of Agriculture 
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80 S2 
Working 

Session 

Enabling e-

commerce 

rules to 
unblock 

trade and 
trade 

finance 

International 
Chamber of 

Commerce 

(ICC), 
United 

Kingdom 

The ecommerce negotiations are an excellent opportunity to remove a number of barriers to 
digitising trade finance and enabling SME growth. This session will discuss current obstacles and 
opportunities to increase access to trade finance through an ecommerce agreement offering 

concrete solutions to how to take the digitalisation of trade finance forward. From the need for 
additional legal provisions to globally binding agreements as well as issues related to data flows, 
data localisation, blockchain/DLT and big data speakers will offer a holistic and pragmatic 

perspective on the importance of an ecommerce agreement to unlock further global economic 
growth.  

Panellists: 

• Michelle Chivunga, Senior Regional Advisor (Africa), British Blockchain Association 

• Sean Edwards, Head of Legal, Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corporation 

• Merisa Lee Gimpel, Director, Head of Trade Innovation, Global Transaction, Lloyds Bank 

• Michael Vrontamitis, Head of Trade, Europe and Americas, Standard Chartered Bank 

Moderator: 

• Julian Braithwaite, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of the United Kingdom to the 

WTO 
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81 S3 
Working 
Session 

Services and 

manufacturing 

– How can 
trade policy 

further 
enhance and 

promote this 
relationship? 

BusinessEurope 

Services play an increasingly important role in manufacturing goods exports. While they 
often contribute directly to the value chain, a substantial and increasing share of services 
is embodied in manufacturing at all stages along the value chain. Firms use services when 

they develop, produce, distribute and sell goods and provide after-sale services. With 
digitalisation and the emergence of disruptive technologies, such as the Internet of Things 
and 3D printing, this trend is likely to increase further. This high-level session will examine 

ways in which trade policy at different levels – multilateral, plurilateral and national – can 
better clarify and enhance the existing legal framework to allow more stakeholders – 
including in developing countries – to take advantage of trade opportunities and address 

potential challenges created by the emergence of disruptive technologies and the resulting 

servicification of manufacturing and fragmentation of supply chains. 

Panellists: 

• Minna Aila, Executive Vice President, Marketing & Corporate Affairs, Konecranes 

• Richard Baldwin, Professor of Economics, Graduate Institute in Geneva and 
Director, Centre for Economic Policy Research 

• Lucian Cernat, Chief Trade Economist, European Commission 

• Pierre Sauvé, Senior Trade Specialist, World Bank 

Moderator: 

• Pat Ivory, Head of EU and International Development, Irish Business Confederation 

(IBEC) 
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82 W 
Working 

Session 

Fourth 
industrial 

revolution – 

The next 
servicification 

frontier  

Swedish 

National 

Board of 
Trade 

The technologies of the Fourth Industrial Revolution will make the production of industrial goods 
more customer-centric. Customer-demand is changing as they look for smart/digital solutions, 
tailored to their individual needs, are simple to buy and use, and are delivered without dely. To 

handle this development, industrial companies turn to services solutions, increasing the services 
content in their production and in their business offers. In short, the Fourth Industrial revolution 
accelerates servicification. This session will discuss the Fourth Industrial Revolution and explain 

why industrial companies will become more servicified, including through real life examples. The 
session will then turn to WTO-negotiations and discuss how GATS and other WTO-instruments 
can support this development. 

Panellists: 

• Hamid Mamdouh, Senior Counsel, King & Spalding LLP 

• Gonzalo Navarro, CEO, Asociación Latinoamericana de Internet (ALAI) 

• Magnus Rentzog, Senior Advisor, Swedish National Board of Trade 

• Lee Tuthill, Counsellor, Division of Trade in Services and Investment, WTO 

Moderator: 

• Oscar Wåglund, Director, Swedish National Board of Trade 
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83 D 
Working 
Session 

SheTrades 

in tech: 

Youth 
scale up 

for 
success 

Permanent 
Mission of 
Nigeria to 

the WTO 

Permanent 

Mission of 
the United 
Kingdom to 

the WTO 

International 
Trade 

Centre (ITC) 

What does it take for youth female tech entrepreneurs to succeed in international trade? This 
session will feature insights from a youth female entrepreneur in the Information and 
Communications Technology sector about her journey to success, highlighting challenges and 

opportunities of the entire ecosystem within which youth entrepreneurs operate related to skills, 
resources, and networks. Bringing in perspectives from the public and private sector, the 
discussion will also touch on how Aid for Trade partners and multinational companies are 

supporting SMEs to internationalize, including through targeted programmes, and improving 
access to logistics services, among other key issues.  

Panellists: 

• Vanessa Erogbogbo, Chief Sustainable and Inclusive Value Chains, International Trade 
Centre (ITC) 

• Amal Hassan, CEO/Founder, Outsource Global, Abuja, Nigeria 

• Farhana Rahman, Senior Vice President, Bangladesh Association of Software and 
Information Services (BASIS) 

• Isabelle Roccia, Senior Manager, Policy – EMEA, The Software Alliance 

Moderator: 

• Andrew Staines, Ambassador, Deputy Permanent Representative of the United Kingdom to 

the WTO 
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84 E 
Working 

Session 

Fossil fuel subsidies 
reform: International 

collaboration and the link 

between sustainability 
objectives and global 

trade 

Permanent 
Mission of 
the New 

Zealand to 
the WTO 

Subsidies for fossil fuels were estimated at almost USD 400 billion in 2017. These 
subsidies have a series of negative effects: they are socially regressive, encourage 
wasteful consumption, increase local pollution, contribute to climate change, 

disadvantage clean energy technologies and are a drain on scarce public resources. 
The Friends of Fossil Fuel Subsidy Reform is an informal group of non-G20 countries 
aiming to build political consensus on the importance of fossil fuel subsidy reform 

(FFSR). The Friends’ work aims to build an international network of government 
officials to share lessons, knowledge and experiences, and to encourage innovative 
thinking on the successful implementation of FFSR. The Friends promote the benefits 

of FFSR within forums such as the G20, APEC, OECD, UNFCCC, Agenda 2030 and the 

WTO. (See http://fffsr.org/) This panel will discuss how international collaboration 
can support reforms with a view towards achieving SDG goal 12(c) of Agenda 2030. 

Panellists: 

• Rachel Bae, Senior Counsellor, OECD 

• Crispin Conroy, Representative Director, International Chamber of Commerce 

• Steven Stone, Chief of the Resources and Markets Branch, UN Environment 

Moderator: 

• David Walker, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of New Zealand to the 

WTO 



10 October 2019 

12:00 - 13:30 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

85

 EN-

FR-SP 

F 
Working 
Session 

Trade, value 

chains and 

food security: 
Reconnecting 
disconnected 

value chains 

World 

Farmers 
Organisation 

(WFO) 

The emergence of global value chains (GVCs) and new trade patterns suggests revision of 
strategies aimed at fostering the sustainability of trade and trade policies that can directly or 
indirectly affect food security (FS). WFO working session aims at discussing the degree of 

participation of farmers in the different stages of the GVCs by taking into account the role of 
production fragmentation and the potential of blockchain in building trust in trade of food. To 
this end, it foresees: 1. an introduction on global value chains including definitions and 

characteristics, with a specific focus on agrifood. Concrete examples of GVC cases will be 
provided, hìghlighting the multiple stages involved in trading food and the related challenges 
and 2. an open debate on the implications of a reshaping of food supply chains by blockchain 

technologies examining opportunities in increasing proximity between producers and 

consumers and bottlenecks to be addressed. 

Panellists: 

• Theo De Jager, President, WFO 

• Michael Keller, Secretary General, International Seed Federation (ISF) 

Moderator: 

• Paolo Di Stefano, Head, Brussels' Office and Facilitator, WFO Working Group on Value 

Chain, Coldiretti 
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 EN, 

FR 

B 
Working 
Session 

Multilateralism 
- Expectations 
from the new 
generation  

National 
Research 

University 
Higher 

School of 

Economics 
(HSE) 

Digital reality will overtake the “physical world”. Goods and humans will withdraw from global 
markets – distance learning, distance medicine, distance finance, distance management will 
substitute current methods of commerce. New generations of experts and politicians will face 

new realities. What will we trade in? Will it be exchange of objects, thoughts or feelings and 
emotion? Being hostage to its own institutional structure, WTO is yet unable to generate up-to-
date rules and might progressively lose its power. But the main principals of nondiscrimination 

and fair competition will be even more important. Will the WTO be able to overcome obstacles 
and assume its role as the central pillar of the world trading system? What do we, as the global 
community, have to do to ensure the bright future of the multilateral trading system? How can 

experts address the major challenges to trade and multilateralism? 

Panellists: 

• Aleksandr Daniltsev, Professor and Head, Institute of Trade Policy, National Research 
University Higher School of Economics (HSE) 

• Maxim Medvedkov, Professor and Head Trade Policy Chair, National Research University 
Higher School of Economics (HSE) 

• Alexandra Mochalova, Consultant, Department for Trade Negotiations, Ministry of 
Economic Development of the Russian Federation 

• Daniil Orlov, Master's candidate, World Trade Institute, University of Bern 

Moderator: 

• Christian Pauletto, Professor, International University in Geneva 
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Atrium 

Meet 
the 

Author 

The 

shifting 
landscape 
of global 

trade 

governance 

WTO 
Bookshop 

and 
Library 

Today's trade regime and its rules are under pressure. Increasing societal discontent with 
globalization and the rise of protectionist measures threaten the trade regime's legitimacy and 
effectiveness. The authors explore systemic challenges to the trade regime, inter alia, related to 

development, migration, inequality, the digital economy and climate change. The Shifting Landscape 
of Global Trade Governance allows the readers, in times of change, to put current developments into 
context and offers an understanding of the different dynamics defining today's regulation of the 

global economy. Chapters authored by leading researchers from different disciplines - law, political 
science and economics - address the challenges of the global economic system and share novel 
outlooks, both theory- and data-based, for the future.  

 

 
 
> Provides a critical assessment of the current state of the global trading system  

 
> Offers a multi-disciplinary approach to understanding current challenges and opportunities  
 

> Examines short to middle-term scenarios and potential developments 
 
Authors: 

• Manfred Elsig, Professor, Universität Bern, Switzerland 

• Michael Hahn, Managing Director, Institute for European and International Economic Law, 
Universität Bern, Switzerland 

• Gabriele Spilker, Associate Professor of International Politics, Department of Political Science 

and Sociology, Universität Salzburg 

Moderator: 
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88 S1 
Working 

Session 

Engaging 

MSMEs 

in digital 
services 

trade 

Asia 
Business 

Trade 

Association 

Every Asian economy is powered by smaller firms, which constitute up to 97% of all businesses. 
Many of these micro, small and medium sized enterprises (MSMEs) are providing services to other 
businesses or directly to consumers. Getting smaller firms to engage in more cross-border trade in 

digital services is key to providing additional growth in the future. This panel draws on the 
experiences of both firms and smaller economies to think about helpful conditions for MSME-friendly 
economic development.  

Panellists: 

• Deborah Elms, Vice Chair, Asia Business Trade Association 

• TJ Ooi, Director, Asia Pacific MSME Trade Coalition 

• Hung Sen Tan, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of the Republic of Singapore to the 
WTO 

• David Walker, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of New Zealand to the WTO 

Moderator: 

• Andrew Crosby, Senior Fellow, Asian Trade Centre 
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89 S2 
Working 
Session 

CANCELLED  
 
 
 

 
Requirements in next 

generation global supply 

chains: Digital, 

decentralised, secure, 
intelligent, autonomous, 

transparent, connected!?! 

Institute of 
Export & 

International 

Trade 

E2open 

Make UK 

Millennials & Gen Z demand a better global trading system! The peer-to-peer 
generation knows that global connectivity and transparency are key to success in 
international trade. In this session, hosted only by young leaders, we explore: 

What does blockchain technology need to deliver for Millennials and Gen Z in global 
trade? How will 3D printing help SMEs to benefit from global trade? What other 
emerging technologies will shape our global trading world of the future? The 

Institute of Export & International Trade has teamed up with E2open, the leader in 
cloud-based Global Trade Management Sytems and Make UK to organise a 
competition for young trade professionals to pitch their ideas for a chance to 

present these on this panel. Join us to hear directly from the winners on their 

innovative ideas & requirements for Next Generation Trade. 

Panellists: 

Moderator: 
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90 S3 
Working 
Session 

Gen Z 

insights: 
Brands 

and 

counterfeit 
products 

International 
Trademark 
Association 

(INTA) 

The International Trademark Association’s (INTA’s) panel on Gen Z Insights: Brands and 
Counterfeit Products will explore the relationship between Gen Z and brands, their attitudes of 
counterfeit products and unpack the importance of different practical and ethical considerations 

influencing Gen Zers’ purchase of counterfeit products. As counterfeit trade is estimated to reach 
US $2.81 trillion by 2022, it is vital to learn what young consumers think about this issue, how 
their perception of purchasing counterfeit products differs from one country to another and what 

steps can be taken to educate young consumers about the dangers of counterfeit products and 
the value of trademarks and brands. INTA’s newly launched study of 4500+ Gen Zers between 18 
and 23 years of age in 10 countries—Argentina, China, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, 

Nigeria, Russia, and the United States— will provide empirical data on some of the topics 

discussed in this session.  

Panellists: 

• Amandine Bavent, BrandZ Valuation Director, Kantor Williams 

• Andrea Gerosa, Founder & Chief Thinker, Think Young 

• Lara Kayode, Partner, O'Kayode & Co 

Moderator: 

• Karen Fong, Partner, Keystone Law 
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91 W 
Working 
Session 

Investment 

facilitation 
for 

development 

Friends of 

Investment 
Facilitation 

for 
Development 

The increasing interdependence between trade and investment, and its potential for 
development, has prompted many countries to adopt policies for facilitating trade and 
investment. Harnessing the development benefits from the trade-investment nexus, requires a 

coherent approach to trade and investment policy-making. Building on the Trade Facilitation 
Agreement success, international cooperation on investment facilitation is crucial to keep pace 
with the evolving needs of the global economy, and to support governments' efforts to expand 

FDI that can contribute to diversify and expand their exports, thereby promoting development. 
The Working Session will explore the opportunities and challenges arising from international 
cooperation on investment facilitation at the global level, particularly for developing countries. 

It will also update participants on the on-going Structured Discussions on Investment 

Facilitation for Development in the WTO and possible next steps in the lead-up to MC12. 

Panellists: 

• Axel Berger, Senior Researcher, German Development Institute 

• Eduardo Gálvez, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Chile to the WTO, 
Coordinator of the Structured Discussions on Investment Facilitation for Development 

• Alexandre Parola, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Brazil to the WTO 

• Wenhua Shan, Professor, School of Law, Xi’an Jiaotong University 

Moderator: 

• Xiangchen Zhang, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of China to the WTO 
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92 D 
Working 
Session 

Multilateral 

regulation 2.0: 

Towards WTO 
disciplines to foster 

collectively 
beneficial 

technology-driven 
trade 

Ministry of 

Commerce 
and 

Industry, 

Oman 

CUTS 
International 

Geneva 

Digitalisation is transforming societies, economies and enterprises on the one hand, and 
influencing the behaviour of all actors – from public, private to individuals - on the other. 
The regulatory regimes at both the national and international levels must keep pace with 

these transformations to ensure that benefits accrue to all. The international trading 
system as embodied in the WTO and its agreements is not immune to this. Digitalisation 
is blurring the lines between goods and services which can have fundamental 

implications for the current multilateral system of trade governance. The digital market 
place is also raising issues related to competition and consumer protection in the context 
of international trade. Piecemeal approaches to these challenges will not be sufficient. 

This session aims to highlight main challenges posed by the technological advancements 

to the regulatory regime of the current multilateral trading system with a view to 
identifying possible solutions. 

Panellists: 

• Mohammad Suleiman Hamoud Al Kindi, Member Shura Majlis, Sultanate of 

Oman 

• Justine Lan, Economic Affairs Officer, Development Division, WTO 

• Teresa Moreira, Head, Competition and Consumer Policies Branch, UNCTAD 

• Shamika N. Sirimanne, Director, Division on Technology and Logistics, UNCTAD 

Moderator: 

• Pradeep S. Mehta, Secretary General, CUTS International 
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93 E 
Working 
Session 

How Millennials could be of 
help in understanding and 

resolving the hurdles of the 
multilateral trading system, 

making it [more] inclusive and 
development-oriented? 

IDEAS 
Centre 

Unlike the GATT, a Baby-Boomer, the WTO is a Millennial. Like many 
Millennials, it struggles to convince its parents let go of the "good old days" and 
focus on the future. This Panel will explore how Millennial characteristics 

identified in social sciences research could be relevant to understand and 
resolve the predicaments faced by the MTS today and to adapt to new realities. 
The panelists – academics and professionals working at the forefront of 

international trade law, policy-making and technical assistance in Geneva - will 
be aided by the fact that they, themselves, are Millennials and naturally 
espouse Millennial views. Putting emphasis on inclusiveness as the main 

principle guiding the WTO’s future, the Panel will address the four areas shaping 

the negotiating agenda/ threatening the continuation of the WTO: e-commerce/ 
the digital economy; trade facilitation; the on-going fisheries subsidies 
negotiations and, the reinvigoration of the WTO dispute settlement function.  

Panellists: 

• Tristan Irschlinger, Policy Advisor, Fisheries Subsidies, International 
Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD) 

• Kholofelo Kugler, Counsel, The Advisory Centre on WTO Law (ACWL) 

• Manuel Sanchez Miranda, Associate, King & Spalding, Geneva 

• Pamela Ugaz, Economic Affairs Officer, Trade Facilitation Section, 

UNCTAD 

Moderator: 

• Leonila Guglya, Policy Advisor, IDEAS Centre 
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94 F 
Working 
Session 

Rules 
of 

origin: 

Time 
for an 
update 
- Can 

the 
WTO 
help? 

German 
Textile+Fashion 

Industry 
Confederation 

The German textile+fashion industry is a highly innovative sector and a global player. Production 
processes nowadays stretch across multiple countries around the globe. Servicification, 3D-
printing, e-commerce, new data flows and other new developments change and replace decades-

old patterns. The industry greatly depends on fluid global value chains. The future world economy 
will need a trade policy framework living up to the multiple speedy transformation processes. To 
keep pace, the multilateral rules-based trading system will need updates in a number of areas. 

Many companies in the textile+fashion sector have identified rules of origin are one of the areas 
most in need of reform. Can trade policy makers deliver on economic operators' demands? Which 
possibilities are there to update rules of origin? What can be done at multilateral or plurilateral 

level? Can the WTO help? This working session will seek answers and discuss possible ways and 

means. 

Panellists: 

• Rajesh Aggarwal, Chief, Trade Facilitation & Policy for Business, International Trade 
Centre (ITC) 

• Matthijs Crietee, Director General, International Apparel Federation (IAF) 

• Ignacio Iruarrizaga Díez, Head of Unit, Trade in Industrial Products, European Commission 

• Manuel Pauser, Head of Global Government Affairs, Adidas 

Moderator: 

• Ralph Kamphöner, Head of Brussels Office & International Trade, German Textile+Fashion 

Industry Confederation 
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 EN, 
FR 

B 
Working 

Session 

Future of 
WTO in a 

digitalised 
world 

IT for 
Change, 

India 

Bread for 

the World, 
Germany 

The future is unmistakably digital, but the question remains, what kind of digital, and digital 
economy? Is there just one kind, the currently dominant one across the world, or there exist more 
inclusive and prosperous alternatives. The dominant model is facing much criticism and even policy 

introspection in many countries. There is a search for alternatives with better regulation for privacy, 
competition, data, rights of small producers and consumers, digital industrialisation, and so on. What 
is the role of global trade forums in shaping and supporting the right digital economy model? What is 

the future of WTO in the digital age? With the digital redefining almost all sectors, is this the time for 
creating rather than foreclosing national digital policy spaces? Or, it is best not to lose time and get 
the world quickly enveloped in the dominant digital economy model, even with all its increasingly 

evident pitfalls? 

Panellists: 

• J. S. Deepak, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of India to the WTO 

• Paul-Olivier Dehaye, Founder, PersonalData.IO 

• Richard Hill, Civil society activist 

• Deborah James, Director of International Programs, Center for Economic and Policy Research 

Moderator: 

• Parminder Jeet Singh, Executive Director, IT for Change 
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96 S1 
Working 

Session 

Emerging policy 
priorities in 

agriculture, food and 

land use – Role of 
WTO rules on 

domestic support? 

International 

Agricultural 
Trade 

Research 

Consortium 

(IATRC) 

Agriculture 
and 

Commodities 
Division, 

WTO 

The WTO Agreement on Agriculture limits some of the domestic support governments 
provide to agricultural producers and sets rules exempting some support from limits. 
These provisions were designed 25 years ago to help reduce distortions in agricultural 

trade. Since then new policy priorities have emerged in agriculture, food and land use 
related to climate change, including adaptation, mitigation, and resilience. Emerging 
priorities also relate to UN sustainability goals and to food security, water, biodiversity, 

productivity growth, biosecurity, and risk management. This session addresses key 
questions concerning the emerging priorities. Can the WTO rules on trade-distorting 
domestic support accommodate or facilitate policies in pursuit of the new priorities? 

Can new policy priorities be addressed while also strengthening the trading system as it 

adapts to the changing world? What pressures may arise to update the domestic 
support rules in response to new policy priorities and how might desired end results be 
achieved? 

Panellists: 

• Katharine Hassapoyannes, Agriculture and Trade Policy, Independent Advisor 
and Author 

• Edwini Kessie, Director, Agriculture and Commodities Division, WTO 

• Alan Matthews, Professor Emeritus, European Agricultural Policy, Trinity College 
Dublin, Ireland 

• Aisha Moriani, Joint Secretary, WTO, Ministry of Commerce and Textile 

Industry, Pakistan 

Moderator: 

• Lars Brink, (former Secretary), International Agricultural Trade Research 

Consortium (IATRC) 
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97 S2 
Working 

Session 

Data as 

the key 

commodity 
in trade 

Swisscom 
Blockchain 

AG 

Trade evolves around data. The exchange of information has always been the differentiator in 
supporting safe and efficient trade. Whether it is trade in goods, or trade in services, data is crucial: 
who it flows to, how quickly and how reliable and comprehensive it is. Many of the current topics 

discussed within the WTO framework, such as trade facilitation or e-commerce, boil down to the 
need for better cross-border flow and availability of reliable trade data and data services facilitating 
transactions necessary for trade.The panel will aim to identify areas of trade in goods and services 

where data flows could be improved and the impact this could have on various actors, including 
SMEs and developing economies. It will attempt to answer the question on how data management 
could be improved and discuss the strengths, challenges, and opportunities for further innovation. 

Panellists: 

• Anna Jerzewska, Independent Consultant, Trade policy and customs 

• Jazz Kang, Technology, Strategy and Innovation Executive, Swisscom Blockchain AG 

• Tilmann Kupfer, Vice President, Trade and International Affairs, BT Group plc 

• Ashley Navaie, Founder and CEO, Trade Haus 

Moderator: 

• Pascal Kerneis, Managing Director, European Services Forum (ESF) 
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98 S3 
Working 

Session 

The next 
generation's 

expectations 

for trade 

amfori - 
Trade with 

Purpose 

This session brings together representatives of youth organisations and students with decision 
makers and business representatives to discuss the sustainability expectations of the next 
generation for trade. They will also assess the role that the WTO plays on trade and sustainable 

development issues, and whether it is well equipped for this task. 

Panellists: 

• Regina Taimasova, Advisor on Sustainability Standards & Value Chains, International 
Trade Centre 

• Madelaine Tuininga, Head of Unit, Trade and Sustainable Development, European 
Commission 

• Anna Widegren, Secretary General, European Youth Forum 

Moderator: 

• Christian Ewert, President, amfori – Trade with Purpose 
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99 W 
Working 
Session 

Youth & 

entrepreneurship: 
Leveraging the digital 

era for better 
integration of the 

developing world in 
global trade 

Permanent 

Mission of 
Australia to 

the WTO 

Permanent 
Mission of 

Sri Lanka to 

the WTO 

CUTS 

International 
Geneva 

Young entrepreneurs and traders are the future of small developing countries and 
LDCs. Digital era is creating new and expanding opportunities for trade. The two 
together can be the catalyst for structural transformation in these countries towards 

sustained growth and sustainable development. On the other hand, the young 
entrepreneurs in small developing and least-developed countries continue to face many 
challenges, including in relation to the digital era. Many of these challenges pertain to 

trade-related rules ad policies at the national, regional and multilateral levels. This 
working session will bring together young e-entrepreneurs from Oman and Sri Lanka, 
international experts and representatives of developing and developed countries to 

discuss the challenges faced by young e-entrepreneurs in smaller developing and least-

developed countries and possible policy solutions to assist them in taking advantage of 
trade opportunities offered by e-commerce. 

Panellists: 

• Al Amjad Al Maawali, Founder, Teepee Oman 

• Dulith Herath, Founder & Chairman, Kapruka 

• Patricia Holmes, Deputy Permanent Representative, Permanent Mission of 
Australia to the WTO 

• Victoria Tuomisto, Associate Expert, Trade Facilitation and Policy for Business, 

International Trade Centre 

Moderator: 

• Rashid S. Kaukab, Executive Director, CUTS International, Geneva 
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100 D 
Working 
Session 

Understanding the 

benefits to developing 
countries resulting 

from the moratorium 

on duties on electronic 
transmissions 

Coalition 
of Services 

Industries 

Global 
Services 

Coalition 

E-commerce and related services have been and will be an important source of growth 
and jobs in developing economies. The WTO moratorium on e-commerce duties that 
has been in place since 1998, is a critical part of enabling the rise of e-commerce and 

ensuring its future growth. This is especially important for MSMEs in developing 
countries that are increasingly relying on e-commerce platforms and related services to 
expand their opportunities domestically and in global markets. This Working Session 

will discuss the benefits of e-commerce to developing economies, with a focus on 
MSMEs. It will also present a recent survey of fiscal and social welfare costs in a 
number of developing economies reveals that the benefits of moratorium far outweigh 

any costs. In addition, it will discuss how moratorium benefits continue to outweigh 

potential costs even taking into account increasing digitization of goods. 

Panellists: 

• Devi Ariyani, Executive Director, Indonesian Services Dialogue Council 

• Nigel Cory, Associate Director, Information Technology and Innovation 
Foundation 

• Jane Drake-Brockman, Industry Professor, Institute of Trade, University of 
Adelaide 

• Hosuk Lee-Makiyama, Director, ECIPE 

Moderator: 

• Christine Bliss, President, Coalition of Services Industries and Member, Global 

Services Coalition 
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101 E 
Working 

Session 

Bridging the 

policy- 
Dialogue for 

digital 
transformation 

in Africa 

Ecommerce 
Forum 

Africa 

UN 
Economic 

Commission 
for Africa 
(UNECA) 

This Session will present a brief on the digital economy trade policies in Africa. African 
countries have made good progress increasing internet penetration and ecommerce readiness, 
but there still exists a significant digital divide. To leverage the digital economy for economic 

transformation, appropriate policies need to developed: - targeted interventions to boost 
digital infrastructure, ecommerce readiness, skills-development, privacy, cyber-security etc., 
and strengthening and updating existing policies to improve regulatory environment, and trade 

logistics. Benefits include economies of scale. National digital policies developed by African 
countries should be comprehensive, enforceable and aligned with regional and continental 
priorities. The AfCFTA is now effect, it is increasingly important to map national and regional 

digital strategies in Africa, which can feed into the digital economy policy negotiations.  

Panellists: 

• Michelle Chivunga, Chair, International Committee, British Blockchain Association 

• Maximiliano Mendez-Parra, Senior Research Fellow, Overseas Development Institute 

• Lily Sommer, Trade Policy Expert, UN Economic Council for Africa 

• Chris Southworth, Secretary General, International Chamber of Commerce UK 

Moderator: 

• Alastair Tempest, CEO, Ecommerce Forum Africa 
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102 F 
Working 
Session 

Adapting 

trade 
secret 

protection 
to a 

changing 

world 

The Global 

Trade 
Secret 
Council 

This session will explore the increasingly important role that trade secret protection plays in the 
global trading system. Trade secret protection has become a more prominent concern for businesses 
and national governments, and, increasingly, it has become a trade issue. Trade secret protection is 

still relatively new and underdeveloped, and international norms regarding cooperation and 
enforcement are still forming. The future health and harmony of the international trading system 
may depend in part on reaching stronger common understandings regarding the protection of 

confidential business information to reduce friction and to encourage cross-border trade and 
investment. This session will consider how governments and stakeholders can cooperate on a 
multilateral basis to reduce conflict over trade secret issues and technology transfer. It will address 

the changes needed to trade secret protection to ensure it serves the modern economy well, 

particularly with respect to services trade and employee mobility. 

Panellists: 

• Thaddeus Burns, Head of Government & Public Affairs, Merck Life Science 

• Mark Schultz, Professor, University of Akron School of Law 

• Debra Waggoner, Director of Global Government Affairs, Corning Inc. 

• Shane Warren, Government Affairs, DuPont 

Moderator: 

• Philip Stevens, Director, Geneva Network 
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 EN, 

FR 

B 
Working 
Session 

Trade 
remedies 

at the 
crossroads 

in an 

evolving 
world 

China 

Chamber of 
International 
Commerce 

(CCOIC)  

China 

University of 
Political 

Science and 

Law 

Strategic 
Alliance 

WTO and 
Trade 

Remedies 

(SAWTR) 

With the impending paralysis of the Appellate Body in the near future and the legislative function 
of the WTO at a stand-still, the authority and effectiveness of the multilateral trading system is 
under attack. Consequently, the development of trade remedies is also at a crossroads. The WTO 

trade remedy negotiations are going nowhere while the imposition of domestic trade remedy 
measures continues unabated. Such measures swing back and forth between the roles of legal 
remedies and trade protection tools. Yet, globalization and technological progress pose new 

challenges for the application and supervision of those measures. This session aims to clarify the 
functional positioning, value orientation, basic principles and reasonable boundaries of trade 
remedy measures that 21st century trade remedy systems should possess. Moreover, it provides 

a platform for communications between policy makers, scholars and legal practitioners in various 

countries to promote the coordinated development of both theory and practice. 

Panellists: 

• Gary Horlick, Partner, Law Office of Gary N. Horlick 

• Jiang Lyu, Deputy Director-General, Trade Remedy and Investigation Bureau, Ministry of 
Commerce, People’s Republic of China 

• Edwin Vermulst, Partner, Representative, VVGB Attorney, Strategic Alliance WTO and 
Trade Remedies 

• Yuejiao Zhang, Professor, former Chairperson of the Appellate Body, Tsinghua University 

Moderator: 

• Petros Mavroidis, Professor, Columbia University Law School 
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104  S1 Workshop 

Kicking away 
the ladder or 
flying geese: 

Entering a new 
era of digital 
servicification 

in the EAC 

Overseas 
Development 

Institute 
(ODI) 

The increasing digital servification of the economy is characterised by changing knowledge 
flows; governance structures; and institutional configurations. This in turn has impacted 
trade and occupational structures and skill acquisition in Africa. This session will identify 

the various pathways and mechanisms through which these changes have occurred within 
the East African Community (EAC) and provide insights into the agency of lower tier actors 
(emerging entrepreneurialism, workers, women, youth, farmers) and how they are 

adapting to these changes, while simultaneously identifying the regulatory gaps that exist 
that promote uneven development. A panel of academics and policy experts will discuss 
new evidence in understanding the role of ‘smoke-stack less’ industries in driving economic 

transformation in the EAC; rising digital servicification of AgriTech and manufacturing and 

its implications for changing patterns of trade, employment and informality; and 
implications of regulatory restrictions in digital services trade on competitiveness of the 
regional bloc. 

Panellists: 

• Ratnakar Adhikari, Executive Director, EIF Executive Secretariat 

• Karishma Banga, Senior Research Officer, Overseas Development Institute 

• Aarti Krishnan, Post-Doctoral Research Fellow, University of Manchester 

Moderator: 

• Maximiliano Mendez-Parra, Senior Research Fellow, Overseas Development 

Institute 
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105 S2 
Working 
Session 

Mainstreaming 

gender in trade 
agreements: A 

whole 

agreement 
approach 

Centre for 
International 
Governance 
Innovation 

(CIGI) 

Women represent half of the world’s population but are substantially underrepresented in the 
global work force in both developing and developed countries. Significant barriers to women’s 
participation in trade - as entrepreneurs, workers and professionals - exist in developed and 

developing economies. Since the 2017 Buenos Aires Declaration recognized the key 
relationship between trade policy and gender, major steps have been taken to improve 
transparency, share best practices, gather data and conduct negotiations. WTO Members can 

eliminate discrimination and close the gaps that hinder women’s effective participation in the 
global economy by negotiating gender provisions in trade agreements. Gender provisions 
should also be incorporated in specific chapters of free trade agreements. A whole agreement 

approach to mainstream gender is needed to implement gender equality in trade. With 

examples from across the Americas and beyond, this session will demonstrate the way to 
negotiate gender in trade agreements of the future. 

Panellists: 

• Padideh Ala’i, Professor, American University, United States 

• Renata Vargas Amaral, Women Inside Trade, International Trade at BMJ, Brazil 

• Valerie Hughes, Senior Council Bennett Jones LLP, Centre for International 
Governance Innovation (CIGI) 

• Jan Yves Remy, Professor, University of the West Indies, Barbados 

Moderator: 

• Oonagh Fitzgerald, Director, International law, Centre for International Governance 

Innovation (CIGI) 
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106 S3 
Working 
Session 

Celebrating two decades of 

concerted global and regional 
services stakeholder advocacy: 

The role of services industry 

coalitions as the voice of the 
services sector 

Australian 

Services 

Roundtable 

European 

Services 

Forum 

Hong Kong 
Coalition of 

Services 

Industries 

Indonesian 

Services 

Dialogue 

Philippine 

Services 
Coalition 

Services industry coalitions play a critical role in mobilising support from 
MSMEs for domestic regulatory efficiency in services and policy settings that 
enable services innovation, productivity and competitiveness. This year, the 

European Services Forum and Australian Services Roundtable jointly celebrate 
20 years of active engagement in the trade and competitiveness agenda. The 
Hong Kong Coalition of Services industries has been in operation even longer. 

The Caribbean Network of Service Coalitions and the Indonesian Services 
Dialogue, have similarly both played a vital role in lifting public awareness of 
services. Despite their differences, these groupings work closely together with 

their peers in the Asia Pacific Services Coalition and the Global Services 

Coalition. Join these services champions in a celebratory sharing of the inside 
stories, the lessons learned - and the keys discovered for unlocking local 
growth potential in the fastest growing component of world trade today. 

Panellists: 

• Devi Ariyani, Executive Director, Indonesian Services Dialogue 

• James Bond, President, Australian Services Roundtable 

• Stuart Harbinson, Special Representative, Hong Kong Coalition of 
Services Industries 

• Pascal Kerneis, Executive Director, European Services Forum 

Moderator: 

• Jane Drake-Brockman, Professor, Institute for International Trade 
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107 W 
Working 
Session 

Strengthening 

subsidies rules 
to tackle trade 

distortions: 

Perspectives 
from the high-

tech sector 

Semiconductor 
Industry 

Association 

(SIA) 

As WTO members contemplate reform, this session will focus on ways in which the WTO 
could address one of the most significant distortions in international trade today: 
industrial subsidies and other types of non-market government support. Much of the 

current debate regarding subsidies has focused on older, established industries (i.e. 
metals), but in recent years governments have increasingly pursued industrial policies to 
support the development of nascent domestic advanced technology industries, such as 

semiconductors, robotics, aerospace, and electric vehicles. In this session, panelists will 
discuss the impact that market-distorting subsidies can have on the development of the 
domestic tech sector in developing and developed countries alike, why existing WTO 

subsidy rules have not kept pace with recent value chain developments, nor been 

effective, and recommended changes to strengthen WTO subsidy disciplines to help make 
the playing field level again. 

Panellists: 

• Stephen Ezell, Vice President, Global Innovation Policy, Information Technology & 

Innovation Foundation 

• Devi Keller, Director, Global Policy, Semiconductor Industry Association 

• Scott Kennedy, Senior Advisor and Trustee Chair in Chinese Business and 
Economics, Center for Strategic & International Studies (CSIS) 

• Xinquan Tu, Executive Dean and Professor, China Institute for WTO Studies, 

University of International Business and Economics, Beijing 

Moderator: 

• John Neuffer, President & CEO, Semiconductor Industry Association 
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108 D 
Working 
Session 

Agriculture and trade - 
Adapting to a changing 

world: Exploring 
synergies between Africa, 

Latin America and the 
Caribbean 

Inter-
American 

Institute for 

Cooperation 
on 

Agriculture 

(IICA) 

The panel Agriculture and trade – Adapting to a changing world: Exploring 
synergies between Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean, provides an overview 
of the current and future contribution of the WTO to the changes and adaptation of 

trade in agriculture. The session will explore common challenges for both regions, 
lessons learned and best practices for investing in sustainable trade in agriculture, 
as well as the return of young people to agriculture. These issues should be 

considered in the next chapter of the WTO. The session will also identify potential 
synergies between the two regions, in which IICA, the ITC, IFPRI and the WTO can 
lend support for strengthening the multilateral system in which trade in agriculture 

operates. 

Panellists: 

• Flavio Betarello, Secretario Adjunto de Comercio y Relaciones 
Internacionales, Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Abastecimiento, 
Brasil 

• David Laborde, Investigador Senior, International Food Policy Research 
Institute (IFPRI) 

• Olivier Marty, Asesor de Estrategia Comercial, International Trade Center 

(ITC) 

Moderator: 

• Anabel González, Consultora Senior, Instituto Interamericano de 

Cooperación para la Agricultura (IICA) 
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109  E Workshop 

New 
developments 

of global 
value chains 
in the Asia-

Pacific region 

and beyond 

Academy of 
Mathematics 

and Systems 
Science, the 

Chinese 

Academy of 

Sciences 

Shanghai 
Institute for 
Strategy of 

International 

Trade Center 

Shanghai 

University of 
International 
Business and 

Economics 

Getting benefits from globalization and multilateral trading system, a most inclusive 
production network has been formed in Asia-Pacific region. However, heterogeneities exist 
for APEC economies in integration into GVCs. For instance processing trade accounts for 

large share in certain economies; foreign-invested firms are different from domestic-
owned in participation in GVCs. Some key challenging issues faced by policy makers are 
how to capture the heterogeneity and improve data quality in APEC economies in order to 

better capture the impacts of GVCs. All APEC economies chaired by China and the US 
completed the APEC TiVA Database during 2014-2019, with the support of WTO, 
especially Dr. Koopman and other ERSD colleagues, and OECD. In this Workshop, 

panellists will discuss the functions of APEC TiVA Database, its roles in effectively 

understanding impact of GVCs, policies development to improve opportunities for 
businesses to participate in world economy, improvement of multilateral trading system 
and WTO reform. 

Panellists: 

• Nadim Ahmad, Head of the Trade and Competitiveness Statistics Division, OECD 

• Christophe Degain, Senior Statistician, Economic Research and Statistics Division, 
WTO 

• Thomas Howells, Associate Director, U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA) 

• Cuihong Yang, Professor, Academy of Mathematics and Systems Science, 
Professor, Academy of Mathematics and Systems Science, Chinese Academy of 

Sciences(CAS), Deputy Director, Centre for Forecasting Science, Chinese Academy 

of Sciences(CAS) 

Moderator: 

• Weiqun Yao, Professor, Executive Director, Shanghai Institute for Strategy of 
International Trade Center, Shanghai University of International Business and 

Economics 



11 October 2019 

8:30 - 10:00 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

110  F Workshop 

The next 
generation and 

trust in the 
internet: Best 
practices for 

addressing cross-
border legal 
challenges 

Internet & 
Jurisdiction 

Policy 

Network 

This session will present the results of recent work by the Internet & Jurisdiction Policy 
Network, in which stakeholders from around the world work together to develop policy 
standards and operational solutions for how governments, Internet intermediaries and 

users can jointly resolve problems faced in the Internet ecosystem. The work is aimed at 
inspiring the trust of present and future generations that the Internet can be a safer 
place. The work of the multi stakeholder organization tackles common issues that must be 

dealt with on a cross border, multi-jurisdiction basis, addressing the tension between the 
transnational Internet and national jurisdictions. This requires dealing with issues such 
crime, illegal or infringing content, and privacy. The panellists will discuss why such work 

is important to future generations’ confidence in the Internet, why governments have 

supported it, and how it complements work in the WTO. 

Panellists: 

• Nicholas Bramble, Trade Policy Counsel, Google 

• Mario Cimoli, Deputy Executive Secretary, United Nations Economic Commission 
for Latin America and the Caribbean (UN ECLAC) 

• Neha Mishra, Researcher, Global Economic Law Network and Doctoral Candidate, 
University of Melbourne 

• Chrystiane Roy, First Secretary, Digital Policy and Cybersecurity, Permanent 

Mission of Canada to the UN in Geneva and the WTO 

Moderator: 

• Paul Fehlinger, Deputy Executive Director, Internet & Jurisdiction Policy Network 
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111

 EN, 
FR 

B 
Working 

Session 

What 
would 

services 

as the 
next 

trade 
frontier 

look 

like? 

Alliance 

Sud 

Services are the fastest growing sector and will create an increasing share of jobs. As the ‘next trade 
frontier’, at a time when the WTO is considering its next chapter and how to strengthen the trading 
system, it is important to include services considerations. Given the rapid technological change since 

GATS was concluded, this session will focus on questions such as technological neutrality, services 
classification, the relevance of emergency safeguard measures, the effectiveness of the LDC services 
waiver and Art V GATS, the experience of acceding countries and the success of Mode 4 liberalisation 

negotiations at the WTO.  

Panellists: 

• Mina Aryal, Deputy Permanent Representative (Commerce), Permanent Mission of Nepal to the 
UN and Other International Organizations 

• Jane Kelsey, Professor, University of Auckland 

• Martin Koehler, Advisor on International Trade, European Parliament 

• Vahini Naidu, Deputy Director, International Trade Negotiations, Department of Trade and 

Industry, South Africa 

Moderator: 

• Kinda Mohamadieh, Legal advisor and senior researcher, Third World Network 
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112 S1 
Working 
Session 

Digital 

transformation 

of the 
agricultural 

trade: 
Opportunities 

and challenges 

The Grain 
and Feed 

Trade 
Association 

(GAFTA) 

Food and 

Agriculture 
Organization 

of the 

United 
Nations 
(FAO) 

This high-level working session will explore the opportunities and challenges arising out of 
the digital transformation of international trade in agriculture. The session will discuss 
linkages between farmers -and particularly smallholders- and agriculture trade at global level 

and illustrate how the trade is preparing and adapting to this transforming landscape. The 
session will also highlight how opportunities presented by technological advances benefit and 
at the same time address the challenges that come with such advances? The session will 

include views from key stakeholders in the agriculture supply chain, including the 
smallholders, private sector, policy makers and development partners.  

Panellists: 

• Liliana Annovazzi-Jakab, Head, Agricultural Quality Standards Unit, United Nations 
Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) 

• Braz Baracuhy, Deputy Permanent Representative, Permanent Mission of Brazil to the 
WTO 

• Josef Schmidhuber, Deputy Director, Trade and Markets Division, Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 

• Petya Sechanova, Global Trade Operations Leader, Cargill International SA 

Moderator: 

• Carolyn Rodrigues-Birkett, Director, Liaison office Geneva, Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 



11 October 2019 

10:15 - 11:45 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

113 S2 
Working 
Session 

Oceans of 

potential - 
Ensuring a 

sustainable 
future for 
fisheries 

trade 

Pacific 
Network on 

Globalisation 

(PANG) 

The 

Norwegian 
Trade 

Campaign 

The sustainability of fisheries plays a crucial part in future sustainable development with over 3 
billion people who live and work in coastal areas dependent on the marine economy for their lives 
and livelihoods. Trade rules will need to support the sustainability of fishing industries for current 

and future generations. Sustainable Development Goal 14.6 has given a clear mandate to the 
WTO to take action on the issue of fisheries subsidies while respecting the mandate of special and 
differential treatment so that the interest of small fishers in developing and least developed 

countries are protected. With the deadline for negotiations approaching, this session will discuss 
the current negotiations examining how an outcome that supports the sustainability of fisheries 
resources as well as equity and policy space for development will ensure that trading in fish can 

continue into the future. 

Panellists: 

• Helene Bank, Chairperson and Special Adviser to Campaign for The Welfare State, The 
Norwegian Trade Campaign 

• Mukesh Bhatnagar, Professor, Centre for WTO Studies 

• Peter Lunenborg, Senior Programme Officer, South Centre 

• Adam Wolfenden, Campaigner, Pacific Network on Globalisation 

Moderator: 

• Ranja Sengupta, Senior Researcher, Third World Network (India) 
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114 S3 
Working 

Session 

Open &inclusive 
digital spaces: The 

young-gen as 

architects of the 
WTO's digital trade 

policy 

EU Trade & 
Investment 

Policy 

(EUTIP) 

Marie 
Skłodowska-

Curie 
Innovative 
Training 

Network 

The digital revolution recast the relationship between states, institutions and people. It 
has shaped the formative years of the Young-Gen or ‘digital natives’ who will be the 
largest generation of consumers by 2020. However, their inclusion as digital 

entrepreneurs is challenged by excessive market concentration online. While digital trade 
lowers entry barriers for SMEs, it also generates network externalities that turn markets 
into ‘winner-takes-all’ with wide-ranging consequences for economic dynamism, 

inequality and politics. As key stakeholders, young people must therefore be represented 
in policy dialogues on digital trade governance. This session serves as one such platform, 
by bringing together a diverse panel of young trade policy practitioners to discuss ideas 

for designing open and inclusive digital economies. By sharing their progressive vision for 

digital globalization through the lens of economics, law, geopolitics and normative 
values, the panel reflects on the next chapter of the WTO in the millennial era. 

Panellists: 

• Sonali Chowdhry, Marie Curie PhD Fellow, Kiel Institute for the World Economy 

• Tobias Gehrke, Marie Curie PhD Fellow, Egmont - The Royal Institute for 
International Relations 

• Gerard Masllorens, Marie Curie PhD Fellow, Department of Management, 

Technology, and Economics, ETH Zurich 

Moderator: 

• Martin Trybus, Professor, European Law and Policy, University of Birmingham 
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115 W 
Working 
Session 

Fair data 
and trade 

in 
services: 
An ethical 

dimension 

Permanent 

Mission of 
Finland to 
the WTO 

Data and particularly the secure aggregation of data from different sources is the key to new 
innovative services and a key driver in the growth of global trade. At the same time, how can one 
overcome the false dichotomy between individual rights and the imperatives of growth in the trade 

of services? In recent years, groundwork has been laid for ethical use of personal data, both in 
terms of regulation and practices. For example, the European Union has implemented GDPR and 
other legislation, with other countries and regions following. New business models are already 

paving the way for a fair data economy that combines individual control with competition and 
innovation. What can international trade negotiators, regulators and businesses do to increase 
individuals’ control and build trust so that consumers can confidently take up their role as active 

participants in international trade? 

Panellists: 

• Edward Corcoran, Senior Manager, Digital Regulation and Trends, BBVA 

• Maria Rautavirta, Director of Data Business Unit, Ministry of Transport and Communications, 
Finland 

• Teemu Ropponen, General Manager, MyData Global 

• Keerthika M. Subramanian, Founding Member, IEEE Global Initiative to Standardize Fairness 

in the Trade of Data 

Moderator: 

• Jarmo Sareva, Ambassador for Innovation, Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Finland 
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116 D 
Working 
Session 

The opportunities and 

challenges of the information 
and communication 

technology (ICT) applications 

in smart city development 
and the global trade system 

Permanent 
Mission of 

Separate 
Customs 

Territory of 
Taiwan, Penghu, 

Kinmen and 
Matsu to the 

WTO 

The session will give the introduction to successful practices in Separate 
Customs Territory of Taiwan, Penghu, Kinmen and Matsu in the aspect of 
smart city technologies application to public services (e.g., intelligent 

transport system, smart grids, smart medical care system, smart 
education, smart building management, urban informatics) that creates 
new type of digital economies, startup ecosystems and promotes the 

benefits of smart urbanism. Invited panelists will also provide the practical 
achievements of “Smart City Summit & Export@Taipei” which has been 
evaluated by the global ICTs industry as the biggest smart city event in 

Asia. Furthermore, an international platform for smart city development 

has been built up since March 2019, namely, Global Organization of Smart 
Cities. GoSmart advocates international inter-city PoC (Proof-of-Concept), 
PoS (Proof-of-Service) and launches its mission in Taipei. The function and 

operation of smart city international cooperation and trading systems will 
be highlighted and encourage further discussions from the participants of 
this working session.  

Panellists: 

• James (Kuo-Ann) Chiao, World Bank Consultant and CEO, Smart 
Cities Technology Consultants 

• Chen-Yu Lee, Director, Taipei Smart City Project Management 
Office (TPMO) 

• Charles (Chin-Rong) Lin, Former Deputy Mayor, Taipei City 

Moderator: 

• Cherise Valles, Deputy Director, ACWL 



11 October 2019 

10:15 - 11:45 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

117 E 
Working 
Session 

Investment facilitation 
and WTO modernisation: 

How the structured 
discussions could 
contribute to a 

strengthening of the WTO 

German 
Development 

Institute / 

Deutsches Institut 
für 

Entwicklungspolitik 

(DIE) 

Discussions on investment facilitation, initiated at the 11th Ministerial 
Conference of the WTO in Buenos Aires, represent an opportunity both for 
countries aiming at improving their domestic frameworks to attract more 

investments but also for the WTO itself. The interest by a number of 
developing countries in moving forward on investment facilitation means that 
they value the WTO as a platform to negotiate new issues. Notwithstanding 

these opportunities, investment is a challenging policy field and the 
structured discussions are conducted by a subset of members while a 
sizeable group of countries remains outside the process. Before pushing 

ahead with discussions and eventually negotiations about investment 

facilitation it is important to understand the concerns of these WTO 
members, in particular developing countries, in order to develop an 
international framework on investment facilitation that helps to attract 

foreign investments and supports sustainable development.  

Panellists: 

• Nathalie Bernasconi-Osterwalder, Group Director, Economic Law & 
Policy, International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD) 

• Eduardo C. Gálvez, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Chile 
to the WTO 

• Khaled M. Hanafy, Secretary General, Union of Arab Chambers 

• Ana Novik, Head of Investment Division, Organisation for Economic 

Co-operation and Development (OECD) 

Moderator: 

• Axel Berger, Senior Researcher, German Development Institute / 

Deutsches Institut für Entwicklungspolitik (DIE) 
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118 F 
Working 

Session 

Labelling in 

support of 
sustainable trade: 
The central role of 

WTO in responding 
to young 

consumers' 

demands 

Eurogroup for 

Animals 

Dierenbescherming 

Royal Society for 
the Prevention of 

Cruelty to Animals 

(RSPCA) 

Four Paws 

Generation Z and Millenials are increasingly sensitive to the environmental footprint 
and the impact on animal welfare of food. A mandatory method of production 
labelling system applying also to imported products would provide them with the 

information they need to make conscious purchase choices. The WTO treaties 
recognize that trade policy must be led in accordance with sustainable 
development. Yet, the WTO has shied away from clarifying the legality of basing a 

label on a non-product related process and production method (NPR-PPM). The 
panellists will analyse the recent case-law which points at a compatibility between 
such label and WTO rules. The session will also give the opportunity to business 

representatives to present their views on how such labelling method could help 

foster sustainable trade and respond to young consumers’ demand for sustainable 
food products. 

Panellists: 

• Aude-Solveig Epstein, Full Professor, Environmental law, University of 

Paris-Nanterre 

• Stephanie Ghislain, Trade & Animal Welfare Programme Leader, Eurogroup 
for Animals 

• Eva Sommer, Head, Food Design, Peace of Meat 

Moderator: 

• Gizzi Erskine, Chef, Instagrammer 
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119

 EN, 

FR 

B 
Working 
Session 

The next 
trade 

frontier: Why 
are computer 
and related 

services 
important? 

Consumers' 
Association 
of Penang 

There has been rapid technological change since the General Agreement on Trade in Services 
(GATS) came into force. Some WTO Members are now proposing the full liberalization of 
computer and related services at a two-digit level (CPC84) and adoption of an Understanding on 

Computer and Related Services (CRS) as part of the plurilateral WTO e-commerce negotiations. 
As discussions on the next chapter of the WTO, such as WTO reform, are occurring, it is timely 
to examine the implications of liberalizing CRS and adopting the Understanding. This session will 

provide a variety of perspectives on the legal, economic, security and development impacts of 
doing so, including for the ability to regulate computer systems, programmes and data, and the 
interaction with telecommunications services proposals.  

Panellists: 

• Richard Hill, Telecommunications Consultant, Hill and Associates 

• Jane Kelsey, Professor, Faculty of Law, University of Auckland 

• Vahini Naidu, Deputy Director, International Trade Negotiations, Department of Trade 

and Industry, South Africa 

Moderator: 

• Sofia Scasserra, Economist, UNI Global Union 
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120  S1 Workshop 

Millennials 

for trade 
facilitation: 

New 
approaches 

to old 

issues 

Global 
Alliance for 

Trade 

Facilitation 

(GATF) 

U.S. Agency 

for 
International 
Development 

(USAID)  

While digitalization is creating new opportunities for the global trading system, many 
developing countries struggle to harness innovation to respond to their trade facilitation needs. 
At the same time, companies proposing innovative solutions need to better understand 

constraints faced by developing countries. To design tech solutions that work for all, we need to 
bring together public and private sectors, including young tech companies and local businesses, 
to think outside the box. Led by the Global Alliance for Trade Facilitation, this session will be an 

opportunity to explore new ways to tap into the creative potential of the Millennial / Gen Z 
communities to modernize the way we tackle trade facilitation reforms in developing countries. 
A panel of leaders and tech experts will discuss innovative solutions for trade facilitation. The 

session will be used to launch a call for interested countries, companies and experts to 

participate in the Alliance’s work. 

Panellists: 

• Gloria Abraham, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica to the WTO 

• Daniel Dobos, Co-Founder, The Port Humanitarian Hackathons, CERN 

• Paul Fekete, Senior International Trade Advisor, USAID 

• Eric Parkin, Senior Director of Digital Business, Cargill 

Moderator: 

• Philippe Isler, Executive Director, WEF 
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121 S2 
Working 
Session 

Blind spots 

and 

blockades, 
how to 

revive and 
update the 

WTO by 
reform  

Global 
Business 
Coalition 

The WTO system is increasingly under stress. There are blind spots in the rulebook, member 
measures are not fully transparent, and there are blockades in multilateral negotiations and in the 
dispute settlement system. Quick fixes or simple fine-tuning will not suffice to adapt the WTO to 

the trade realities of 21st century. This session will discuss controversial questions of the WTO 
reform agenda, among others: How can the coexistence of liberal market economies and state 
capitalist systems be better managed while ensuring open and fair trade, free of competitive 

distortions? How can transparency be enhanced? How can members solve the Appellate Body 
crisis? Which should be the priorities for digital trade and services? How can market access get 
back on Geneva’s agenda?The organizer, the Global Business Coalition brings together leading 

business associations from the major world economies, advocating on behalf of more than 21 

million companies. 

Panellists: 

• Marta Blanco Quesada, President, Confederación Española de Organizaciones 
Empresariales (CEOE) 

• Mohamed Kassem, FEI Chairman, Foreign Trade Committee, Federation of Egyptian 
Industries (FEI) 

• Fernando Landa, Chairman, International Affairs, Unión Industrial Argentina (UIA) 

• John G. Murphy, Vice President, US Chamber of Commerce 

Moderator: 

• Iana Dreyer, Founder & Editor, Borderlex 
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122 S3 
Working 

Session 

Services 

trade: 
What 

way 
forward 
for WTO 

European 
Services 

Forum 
(ESF) 

This session will introduce the new ESF study on the Importance of trade in services by providing facts 
and figures. It will then provide an analysis of the importance of services around the products and 
their crucial role in trade in goods in the fast-growing global digital economy and how to reconcile this 

new trade frontier with existing trade policies. As trade and investment in services create millions of 
jobs, a Trade Unions’ perspective will be presented. We will then look at the current response of the 
WTO to this new trade frontier by providing an assessment of the WTO E-Commerce, Domestic 

Regulatory Disciplines and Investment Facilitation initiatives and why they matter. The session will 
also summarise what the GATS has done and could do for pushing forward the necessary adaptation 
of the WTO to this changing world where trade in services is an essential embedded component of 

modern trade. 

Panellists: 

• Tanja Buzek, EU Liaison Officer, United Services Trade Union - Ver.di (UNI Europe) 

• Jane Drake-Brockman, Industry Professor, Institute of Trade, University of Adelaide 

• Frances Lisson, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Australia to the WTO 

• Lee Tuthill, Counsellor, Trade in Services Division, WTO 

Moderator: 

• Pascal Kerneis, Managing Director, European Services Forum 
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123  W Workshop 

Harnessing full 

potentials of data 
economy: “Osaka 

Track” for 

international rule-
making and the role 

of the WTO 

Permanent 
Mission of 
Japan to 

the WTO 

Digital data is becoming an important driver of economic growth and social well-being. 
It is fundamental to promote national and international policy discussions for harnessing 
the full potential of data and digital economy to foster innovation, so that we can keep 

pace with the fast-growing digital economy and maximize the benefits of digitalization 
and emerging technologies. In June at Osaka, under the Japanese presidency of G20, 
so-called “Osaka Track” was launched to promote international policy discussions, inter 

alia, international rule-making on trade-related aspects of electronic commerce at the 
WTO. As a follow up exercise of “Osaka Track”, this session will bring key figures from 
private and public sectors including one from a developing country to discuss how to 

facilitate international rule-making particularly focusing on the Joint Statement on E-

Commerce and the way forward leading up to the MC 12. 

Panellists: 

• Michikazu Chihara, Vice-Chair of Trade Policy Committee, Japan Electronics and 
Information Technology Industries Association (JEITA) 

• Toshiro Iijima, Deputy Director-General/Deputy Assistant Minister, Economic 
Affairs Bureau, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan 

• Hosuk Lee-Makiyama, Director, European Center for International Political 
Economy (ECIPE) 

• Julia Nielson, Deputy Director, Trade and Agriculture Directorate, OECD 

Moderator: 

• Cody Ankeny, Senior Manager of Policy, Information Technology Industry 

Council (ITI) 
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124  D Workshop 

Professional 

services 
trade: 

Transformed 
by digital 

disruption 

Permanent 
Mission of 
the United 

Kingdom to 

the WTO 

The 
Institute of 
Chartered 

Accountants 
in England 
and Wales 

(ICAEW) 

Deloitte 

This session, organised by ICAEW, IFAC, Deloitte and the UK Mission, Geneva, will bring 
together government officials, professional bodies and service providers to explore the 
fundamental changes that Professional Services trade is currently undergoing. Technological 

developments are changing the types of professional services which can be provided as well as 
how they are delivered. Drawing on their personal experiences of providing and developing 
cross-border services in Africa and around the world, the panellists will discuss: How best to 

harness the opportunities and challenges of digital technology to the provision of services, 
focusing on trade agreements, smart domestic regulation, regional efforts to promote good 
regulatory practices and initiatives to improve competitiveness. How professional services firms 

can help to improve trust between companies and consumers to establish and build long-term 

and sustainable relationships, particularly for online services and in e-commerce. How 
professional services firms can facilitate global trade in the future. 

Panellists: 

• Christine Bliss, President, Coalition of Services Industries 

• Sally Jones, Director, Deloitte LLP 

• Martin Manuzi, Regional Director, ICAEW 

• Alta Prinsloo, Executive Director, International Federation of Accountants (IFAC) 

Moderator: 

• Andrew Staines, Ambassador, Deputy Permanent Representative of the United Kingdom 

to the WTO 
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125 E 
Working 

Session 

Leveraging trade for 
gender equality? The 

prospects and pitfalls of 

the global trade and 
gender agenda in a 

changing world 

King's 

University 
College at 

the 

University 
of Western 

Ontario 

University 
of 

Manchester 

Gender-sensitive trade policy has quickly become idiomatic in the field of global 
trade. Aimed at supporting women’s economic empowerment, closing gaps in 
welfare distribution and gender inequalities, and minimizing the adverse impacts of 

trade liberalization on vulnerable women, gender-sensitive trade policy is advocated 
by NGOs, IGOs, corporate actors, and government officials alike. Nevertheless, 
gender and trade initiatives are also the subject of much controversy and criticism. 

Almost two years since the 2017 WTO Joint Declaration on Trade and Women’s 
Economic Empowerment was denounced as “pink washing” by over 500 civil society 
organizations, this working session brings together a cross-section of stakeholders 

to take stock of existing gender and trade initiatives. Panelists reflect on how the 

WTO can best provide leadership in this area, and what the prospects and pitfalls of 
the gender and trade agenda are for contributing to gender equality and 
strengthening the global trade system alike. 

Panellists: 

• Anoush der Boghossian, Gender and Trade Focal Point, WTO 

• Deborah James, Director of International Programs, Center for Economic 
and Policy Research, Washington DC 

• Ranja Sengupta, Senior Researcher, Third World Network India 

• Marcel Vernooij, Deputy Permanent Representative of Netherlands to 
WTO/Head of Economic and Development Affairs, Permanent Representation 

of the Kingdom of the Netherlands in Geneva 

Moderator: 

• Adrienne Roberts, Senior Lecturer in Politics, University of Manchester 
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 EN,FR 
B 

Working 

Session 

Digital natives and trade: 
Exploring how the next 

generations of entrepreneurs, 

students and innovators 
operate globally in a world of 

tariffs and trade turmoil 

Inclusive 

Trade  

Global 
Innovation 

Forum 

While Baby Boomers are busy imposing tariffs and testing out mercantilist, 
managed trade and digital import substitution policies, the next generations of 
entrepreneurs are grinding away to make a global impact. Explore how “Born 

Global” Millennials and Generation Z entrepreneurs, students and business 
leaders feel about current trade tensions and how they navigate their 
businesses, studies and lives in a world that seems intent on putting up new 

walls. Join in the global debate and be part of the solution. 

Panellists: 

• Nassiba Benabdelhafid, Logistics Network Design Manager, Marks & 
Spencer 

• Omar Bowa, Co-Founder, Goodwall 

• José Luís Cancela, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Uruguay 
to the WTO 

• Rupa Ganguli, Founder and CEO, Inclusive Trade & SPINNA Circle 

Moderator: 

• Jake Colvin, Executive Director, Global Innovation Forum 
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127 S1 
Working 
Session 

Tapping the 
tourism 

potential of 
small 

economies: A 

transformative 
and inclusive 

approach 

Commonwealth 

Secretariat 

World Trade 
Organisation 

Tourism is important for several Commonwealth states who enjoy unique comparative 
advantages, providing an impetus to economic growth and diversification in many small 
economies. Considerable untapped potential exists to further enhance the economic gains 

from this sector in Commonwealth small states and distribute them more evenly, including 
to local communities. Fostering greater value-addition throughout the tourism value chain, 
by creating sustainable economy-wide linkages, including with other productive sectors, 

including agriculture, manufacturing and creative industries, will retain tourism foreign 
exchange revenues and avoid leakages. This session will examine recent trends in tourism 
exports of Commonwealth small states, exploring what trade policies, strategies could help 

optimise exploit new opportunities arising therefrom, including from traditional, cultural and 

natural assets to modern medical services, to realise the economic potential of the sector 
and contribute to achieving the SDGs. Existing programmes that harness investment and 
effective trade-related support to tourism initiatives, will also be explored. 

Panellists: 

• Pallavi Bajaj, Manager, TCube Consulting LLP 

• Dale Honeck, Counsellor, Trade in Services Division, WTO 

• Cheryl Spencer, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Jamaica to the WTO 

• Zoritsa Urosevic, UNWTO Representative to the UN in Geneva, World Tourism 

Organisation 

Moderator: 

• Brendan Vickers, Head International Trade Policy, Commonwealth Secretariat 
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128 S2 
Working 
Session 

US 
challenges 

to the 

world 
trading 

system: A 
way 

forward 

Cato 

Institute, 
Herbert A. 

Stiefel 
Center for 

Trade Policy 

Studies 

The Trump administration has made a number of breaks with past US trade policy and practice, 
and many of these constitute significant concerns for the WTO. Under the Trump administration, 
the United States has challenged: (1) WTO dispute settlement, in particular the functioning of the 

Appellate Body; (2) the traditional restraint governments have shown with invoking national 
security to justify trade restrictions; (3) the self-selection process for the classification of 
developing countries; and (4) China's economic model and the perceived difficulties it causes for 

the trading system. This panel discusses the significance of these US challenges for the WTO, and 
considers how the rest of the world can react to the US actions and proposals in a way that 
strengthens rather than weakens the system. 

Panellists: 

• James Bacchus, Professor, University of Central Florida and Adjunct Scholar, Cato 
Institute 

• Simon Lester, Associate Director, Herbert A. Stiefel Center for Trade Policy Studies, Cato 
Institute; WorldTradeLaw.net 

• Inu Manak, PhD Candidate, Georgetown University and Visiting Scholar, Cato Institute 

• Huan Zhu, Research Associate, Cato Institute 

Moderator: 

• Daniel Ikenson, Director, Herbert A. Stiefel Center for Trade Policy Studies, Cato Institute 
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129 S3 
Working 
Session 

Jobs for 
Millenials in 

a digital 

world: E-
commerce 

and the 

future of 
work 

UNISON 

Trade 

Justice 
Movement 

Digitisation is changing the world of work, and millennials are at the forefront. This session 
explores how future jobs could be affected by the WTO's e-commerce agenda, and how we can 
create digital trade rules that match millennials' aspirations for satisfying work. Themes: - Platform 

workers and the gig economy - Home-grown digital industrialisation - Millennial women, 'pink-
washing' and real rights at work 

Panellists: 

• Yorgos Altintzis, Trade Policy Officer, International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC) 

• Laura Bannister, Senior Adviser, Trade Justice Movement 

• Nandini Chami, Deputy Director, IT For Change 

• Martin Luther Munu, Research Analyst, Economic Policy Research Centre 

Moderator: 

• Allison Roche, Policy Officer, UNISON 
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130 W 
Working 
Session 

Trade 

intelligence 
for 

MSMEs: 
The Global 

Trade 

Helpdesk 

Permanent 

Mission of 
Uruguay to the 

WTO on behalf 
of the Informal 

Group on 

MSMEs 

The WTO Informal Working Group on MSMEs brings together 90 WTO members to bolster the 
integration of MSMEs into the global market. The Informal Working Group is working with the 
Global Trade Helpdesk Initiative to empower MSMEs with the trade intelligence they need to 

make informed business decisions. MSMEs face considerable constraints in accessing new 
markets. On average, only 8% of MSMEs in developing countries are exporters, and 34% on 
average in OECD economies. This signals that the vast majority of firms are unable to benefit 

from the gains from trade. Difficulty in accessing market information is one of the key binding 
constraints. This panel will discuss the progress on creating a unique portal that provides 
trade intelligence from doorstep to destinations market, as well as strategies for increasing 

data and country coverage, and ensuring this information reaches the target audience of 

MSMEs. 

Panellists: 

• Rupa Ganguli, Founder and CEO, Inclusive Trade & SPINNA Circle 

• Arancha Gonzalez, Executive Director, ITC 

• Mathieu Loridan, Market Analyst, International Trade Centre (ITC) 

• Marco Mtunga, Director General, Tanzania Cotton Board 

Moderator: 

• José Luis Cancela, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Uruguay to the WTO 
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131 E 
Working 

Session 

What trade related 

data have we yet to 
capture and what 

can we do 

TOGETHER to 
generate it 

Economic 

Research 
and 

Statistics 

Division, 
WTO 

This session aims to seek feedback on initiatives the WTO and other international 
organizations can lead to generate trade statistics that address current and future 
challenges. With the rise of digital trade, a more connected global economy and an 

increasingly polarized world, the WTO needs to explore new partners and perspectives in 
order to find solutions to existing gaps in trade data. 

Panellists: 

• Sean Doherty, Head, International Trade & Investment, World Economic Forum 

• Marion Jansen, Chief Economist and Director of the Division for Market 
Development, International Trade Centre 

• Monika Mrázova, Associate Professor, Institute of Economics and Econometrics, 
Geneva School of Economics and Management, University of Geneva 

• Coleman Nee, Senior Economist, Economic Research and Statistics Division, WTO 

Moderator: 

• Tom Miles, Chief Correspondent, Reuters Geneva 
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 EN, 

FR 

B 
Working 

Session 

The new 

frontier 

of the 
trust 

paradigm 

Your 

Public 
Value 

Our world is at a crisis point, suffering from an economic status quo that aggravates climate change 
and poverty and from an unprecedented confidence crisis. Increasingly society demands to be heard 
by global corporations and governments. The Trust Paradigm has shifted and it has become urgent to 

understand what constitutes trust in global trade. Panellists will explore the common features that 
shape the new trust paradigm in our modern world and will discuss the new frontier of transparency 
and accountability. The session will be interactive. Participants will offer their own views of what 

constitutes trust in global trade. 

Panellists: 

• Eva-Maria Baumer, Vice-President, Office of the Executive Vice-Chairman, Mastercard 

• Virginie Coulloudon, Executive Director, Your Public Value 

• Beris Gwynne, Former Director and UN Representative, World Vision International 

• Baiba Rubesa, Member of the Supervisory Board, Latvenergo AS 

Moderator: 

• Annie Bailey, 2017 Best Drucker Forum Essay, Analyst, KuppingerCole Analysts 
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133 S1 
Working 
Session 

Adapting the 

WTO to a 
changing 

world: From 
development 

to 
differentiation 

Centre for 
WTO 

Studies, 

New Delhi 

Given the context of transformational changes happening in the global economy, the working 
session titled “Adapting WTO to a changing world: From development to differentiation” will 
discuss the likely approaches to keeping WTO rule-making function relevant and adapting the 

institution to fast evolving developments. Specifically, it will examine whether Special and 
Differential Treatment provisions continue to remain relevant in current and future WTO 
negotiations; and also explore different options for S&DT provisions in future negotiations, while 

keeping the trade and development needs of individual WTO members in view. The session will 
also discuss the evidence on differentiation among WTO Members and how this could get 
reflected in negotiating new rules at the WTO. At a more fundamental level, the session will 

derive lessons from the experience of developing countries in benefiting from S&DT provisions in 

the past and how these could inform multilateral trade negotiations in the future.  

Panellists: 

• Rashmi Banga, Senior Economic Affairs Officer, Unit of Economic Cooperation and 
Integration among Developing Countries, UNCTAD 

• Abhijit Das, Professor and Head, Centre for WTO Studies, Indian Institute of Foreign 
Trade, New Delhi 

• Mustaqeem DeGama, Counsellor, Permanent Mission of South Africa to the WTO 

• Jane Nalunga, Country Director, Southern and Eastern Africa Trade Information and 

Negotiations Institute (SEATINI), Uganda 

Moderator: 

• J. S. Deepak, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of India to the WTO 
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134 S2 
Working 
Session 

What 

gives data 

value, 
and why 
does it 

matter for 

trade? 

Information 
Technology 

Industry 

Council (ITI) 

Japan 
Electronics and 

Information 
Technology 
Industries 

Association 
(JEITA) 

Data has revolutionized the way that business is conducted around the world, and the value 
generated form it has changed the way companies and governments approach strategies to be 
globally competitive. Companies that effectively utilize data generate significant value that can 

be used to improve their market position, regardless of sector. What is it about data that is so 
valuable? Some governments and commentators have drawn parallels between data and 
natural resources, implying that data extraction can enrich foreign firms at the expense of 

domestic economies. However, others argue that data is not finite: it can be reused, analyzed, 
shared, and combined with other information an infinite number of times. This panel discussion 
will explore how value is generated from data, who captures the benefits, what this means for 

development, and how trade disciplines on cross-border data flows and data localization impact 

these dynamics. 

Panellists: 

• Bertrand Deprez, Vice President, EU Government Affairs, Schneider Electric 

• Stephen Ezell, Vice President, Global Innovation Policy, Information Technology and 
Innovation Foundation (ITIF) 

• Jun Nakaya, Chair, JEITA Trade Policy Committee, Fujitsu 

• Santiago Wills, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Colombia to the WTO 

Moderator: 

• Cody Ankeny, Senior Manager of Policy, Information Technology Industry Council (ITI) 
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 EN-

FR-SP 

S3 
Working 
Session 

Book launch: Making 

globalization more 
inclusive: Lessons 

from experience with 

adjustment policies 

Economic 

Research 
and 

Statistics 

Division, 
WTO 

The papers in this volume examine various examples of adjustment policies adopted to 
address globalization-related shocks in developed and developing economies that have 
contributed to make globalization more inclusive. They help understand how 

governments can ensure that the benefits from trade are shared more broadly within 
countries. By showing how the design of appropriate adjustment policies can make 
globalization more inclusive, they respond to those who expressed concerns regarding 

the effects of trade on labour markets. They also help understand how to respond to 
technological change, which may well be an even more important source of changes in 
the labour market than trade and which is raising increasing public concern. The book 

launch will start with a presentation of the main findings of the various country studies. 

A discussant will then comment on the volume. A questions and answers session will 
complete the session. 

Panellists: 

• Mikael Anzén, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Sweden to the WTO 

• Veronica Escudero, Chief a.i. Labour Market Trends and Policy Evaluation Unit, 

ILO 

Moderator: 

• Marc Bacchetta, Chief, Economic Modelling and Quantitative Analysis Section, 

Economic Research and Statistics Division, WTO 
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136 W 
Working 
Session 

Regional Trade 
Agreements, the 

strengthening of the 
multilateral trading 

system and the 
MERCOSUR perspective 

Permanent 
Mission of 

Argentina 
to the 
WTO 

Firstly, the session will briefly review the history and development of the multilateral 
trading system from the second half of the 20th century to the present, focusing on 
the main milestones and trends in terms of trade agreements. Secondly, it will focus 

on the Latin American region, particulary MERCOSUR (Southern Common Market). 
The main objective is to identify, with a prospective approach, which have been -and 
are- the main achievements derived from the proliferation of Trade Agreements 

among countries (with a focus on MERCOSUR countries) and how those agreements 
have brought benefits to foster economic development and prosperity (especially in 
the contemporary context and in the fields of trade in services, development of SMEs, 

value chains and/or spill-overs in terms of regional/global economic cooperation). The 

session is also aimed at identifying the main challenges faced regarding both 
substance and formalities for the countries party to the different agreements. 

Panellists: 

• José Luis Cancela, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Uruguay to the 

WTO 

• Arancha González, Executive Director, International Trade Centre (ITC) 

• Frances Lisson, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Australia to the 

WTO 

Moderator: 

• Carlos Mario Foradori, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Argentina 

to the WTO, Chairperson of the CRTA (WTO) 
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137 D 
Working 
Session 

New evidence on 

preferential trade 

in the 
international 

trading system: 
All that glitters is 

not gold? 

Goethe 

University 

Frankfurt 

International 
Trade 

Intelligence 

While the Most Favoured Nation principle remains a keystone of the multilateral trade 
architecture, regional trade agreements (RTAs) and preferential trade arrangements (PTAs) 
have carved out a growing number of exceptions. As the pace of new RTAs and PTAs is 

slowing and fears of protectionism are on the rise, many WTO members have begun to 
evaluate how existing agreements are implemented and how their trade preferences are 
utilized by business. This session will explore new evidence on the role of preferential trade 

in the international trading system to address the following questions: (1) How preferential 
is preferential trade? (2) What do we know about the utilization of trade preferences in 
RTAs and PTAs? (3) What are barriers to preference utilization? (4) What role can 

multilateral institutions play to improve the utilization of trade preferences? (5) What are 

the implications for the future of the multilateral trading system? 

Panellists: 

• Pramila Crivelli, Assistant Professor, Goethe University Frankfurt 

• Jonas Kasteng, Senior Adviser, National Board of Trade Sweden 

• Mondher Mimouni, Chief, Trade and Market Intelligence, International Trade Centre 

• Thomas Verbeet, Statistical Officer, Economic Research and Statistics Division, 

WTO 

Moderator: 

• Nicolas Köhler, Trade Policy Analyst, International Trade Intelligence 
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138  E Workshop 

How should trade 

agreements be 

designed to empower 
women in the digital 
economy with new 

forms of service 
provision 

Women In 

Development 
Europe+ 
(WIDE+) 

We are facing a fourth ‘industrial’ revolution in which digital technology is changing 
the way goods and services are produced and provided. While this is leading to 
limited growth or decrease of unskilled labour, digitalization has enabled a new 

model for paid work, in which workers are ‘independent contractors’. This kind of 
work is excluded in trade agreements that regulate and promote decent labour. The 
workshop builds on the reflections from the previous forum on the digital and gender 

equality gap, through analyzing these developments from a political economy 
perspective, assessing the future risks and threats of the new platform economy. It 
will provide recommendations to counter these threats in the service sector in trade 

agreements in terms of 1) conceptions of these ‘contractors’ as providing labour 

under labour laws, and: 2) effective models and examples of social clauses provision 
in trade agreements, including new gender and trade chapters. 

Panellists: 

• Nandini Chami, Deputy Director, IT for change 

• Sofia Scasserra, Researcher and Lecturer, World Labor Institute Julio Godio, 

Universidad Nacional de Tres de Febrero (UNTREF) 

Moderator: 

• Kim Titcombe, Member, WIDE+ Gender and Trade WG 
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139  F Workshop 

Friends of 

SDGs: 
Innovating 

the future 
of trade 

Ruspromo 

Foundation 

"Friends of SDGs: Innovating the future of trade" will focus on the role of millennials in shaping 
the trading system, mainly concentrated by technological factors, that has effects on the way we 
buy, consume, learn, and socialize with each other throughout the world. The sustainability of the 

digitalization without compromising the well being and mode of transparency, inclusiveness and 
development of all at the same place will be the critical agenda of this session from the new 
generation’s experts on sustainable technology, entrepreneurship, education and youth-led NGOs. 

Friends of SDGs will enhance the dialogue to cover and promote the sharing economy, sustainable 
global trade, best practices sharing and shape the coexisting of living in the era of artificial 
intelligence and the fourth industrial revolution championed by the millennials. 

Panellists: 

• Matias Badano, Co-founder, NANOTICA Agro 

• David Okpatuma, CEO, Friends Pro Earth 

• Maria Rybak, Founder and CEO, PVLSE 

• Rishabh Sethi, International Director, BRICS International Forum 

Moderator: 

• Roman Chukov, Chair, Board, Ruspromo Foundation 
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 EN, 
FR 

B 
Working 
Session 

Industrial policy 

versus free trade? 
- Implications for 
the future of the 

trading system 

Konrad-

Adenauer-
Stiftung 
Geneva 

(KAS) 

In the past year, calls arguing in favour of ambitious industrial policies in the EU have 
received considerable support – i.a. with the presentation of an industrial strategy by the 
German government. Equally, a Franco-German manifesto called for a joint EU industrial 

policy in order to defend technologies, companies and markets against unfair competition 
from the outside. These proposals have sparked a controversial debate with respect to the 
consequences for the trading system. However, even those who emphasize the virtues of 

the EU’s current rules and those critical of an assertive industrial policy emphasize the need 
to consider alternative means in order to guarantee a global level-playing-field. Is it 
possible to design (European) industrial policies without weakening the trading system as a 

whole? What could be alternative instruments in the WTO-context which could help to 

establish a global level-playing-field? 

Panellists: 

• Anna Asimakopoulou, MEP, European Parliament 

• Amela Hubic, Senior Economic Advisor, EPSC (European Commission) 

• Eckart von Unger, Deputy Head of Department External Economic Policy, BDI 

Moderator: 

• Gunter Rieck Moncayo, Economic Policy Advisor, KAS 

 


