Session 26: Sustainable Development

International Chair WTO/Regional Integration (UB-UAM)
An Instrument that is missing: A WTO/Regional Integration Global Academic Network
 
The need for a WTO/Regional Integration Academic Network was already discussed and recognized in the WTO Public Forum 2006. The main objective of the session will be to initiate the debate on the Network’s main characteristics. This session will seek to answer, among others, the following questions:
 
-         Network of individual persons or network of institutions? Would it be adequate to proceed in stages: beginning as a network of persons without excluding the future evolution towards a network of institutions?
-         Main tasks of the network, in particular in its first stage. How to guarantee an enhanced involvement of academics from developing countries?
-         Is it appropriate for the Network to address not only WTO matters but Regional Integration and Bilateral agreements as well?
-         How to set up the first “core group” without hurting susceptibilities? Would it be reasonable to begin by including the academics that have participated in the WTO Regional Courses?
-         What is the best institution to convene the first constitutive meeting? What is the best timing to implement the initiative?
-         How to enlarge the network, on the basis of the “first core group”?
 

Moderator: Mr. Ramon Torrent - University of Barcelona and Coordinator of the International Chair WTO/Regional Integration (UB-UAM)

 

Mr. Patrick Low - Director, Economic Research and Statistics Division, WTO Secretariat

Mr. Miguel Rodríguez Mendoza – Senior Fellow, International Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development, (ICTSD) 

Ms. Carmen Pont-Vieira - Former WTO Secretariat Staff, Trade Policy Review and Regional Agreements Division

Ms. Sheila Page - Senior Research Associate, Overseas Development Institute

Ms. Vera Thorstensen - Economic Counsellor, Brazilian Mission to the WTO
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