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Does the Single Undertaking Still Underpin the Coherence 

of the Global Trading System?

This session will consider the relation between institutional design and the effectiveness of the WTO.  The already broad WTO umbrella will continue to expand as globalization keeps enlarging the range of potential conflict between policy decisions taken by governments many miles away from one another.  How can the WTO ensure coherence in existing obligations, and coherence with governance in all its other forms, while managing efficient negotiations on renovation and expansion of the obligations? The present WTO is indivisible, which gives an equal voice to large and small Members and ensures the internal consistency of WTO law. Some argue, however, that it also leads to negotiating rounds with a large agenda whose complexity defies human understanding. Given that so-called Variable Geometry and other flexibilities mean that in practice the extent and rigour of actual obligations differ widely among Members, is the Single Undertaking framework either necessary or worth the cost? Must the WTO agreements remain a Single Undertaking, must every negotiation be part of a round, and must every round be a Single Undertaking?
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