Session 30: Global Governance

Rebalancing Trade with Global Norms

Organisers: Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy (IATP) and Center for International Environmental Law (CIEL)

The objective of the session is to explore how to ensure that WTO rules are compatible with UN norms, in particular, with multilaterally agreed objectives to protect and respect human rights, to better manage our natural resource base, to curb pollution, and to tackle social and economic problems such as poverty and social exclusion. The session will address the following questions:

1. What is the experience of using different UN instruments to raise concerns about the impact of economic globalisation on peoples’ livelihoods? What impact, if any, has it had on the evolution of the multilateral trading system? What steps are needed to ensure that trade rules do not violate UN norms?

2. What is the experience of promoting access to medicines and the right to health in the trade regime? What steps should be taken in the future to ensure that WTO rules do not violate obligations of States to uphold the right to health?

3. What kind of trade framework would be consistent with the objectives outlined in the Kyoto Protocol? how can the WTO work cooperatively with international efforts to address climate change? 

Introduction and Chair: Carin Smaller, Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy

Speakers:

Caroline Dommen, Director, 3D – Trade – Human Rights – Equitable Economy

Dalindyebo Bafana Shabalala, Director, Intellectual Property and Sustainable Development Project, CIEL

Daniel Mittler, Political Advisor, Greenpeace International
