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Session 33: Coherence

WTO Forum
“WTO dispute settlement: A vehicle for coherence?”

Organizers: Center for International Environmental Law (CIEL) 
When: Friday, 5 October, 2007 at 14:15-16:15 
Where: WTO Main building, Room D (Session 33)

Description:
The international legal framework is increasingly fragmented. WTO Members have been largely unsuccessful in negotiating explicit multilateral solutions on coherence, shifting some of the responsibility to dispute settlement panels and the Appellate Body. Clarity is needed in order to foster coherence between the WTO and multilateral environmental and other bodies of law (including human rights and labor) and between the WTO and regional trade agreements. 

This session will examine the question of whether panels and the Appellate Body have a role in fostering coherence between WTO and other international law. If they do have that role, do they exercise it sufficiently well? What is the experience so far, looking at specific cases and decisions? Are transparency and public participation useful procedural tools to enhance coherence in the context of WTO dispute settlement? If so, how should they be improved?  
Agenda:

Introduction / Welcome 

CIEL
Chair
Elisabeth Tuerk, UNCTAD 
Speakers

Nilo Dytz, Permanent Mission of Brazil in Geneva

Brendan McGivern, White and Case

Joost Pauwelyn, Graduate Institute of International Studies, Geneva

Nathalie Bernasconi-Osterwalder, Center for International Environmental Law

Contact: Nathalie Bernasconi-Osterwalder (nbernasconi@ciel.org)

