Session 35: Global Governance

International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC)

“How can Globalisation Work for Workers?"

Trade liberalization does not automatically lead to benefits for the whole population in countries that undertake such liberalization. Many people are worse off after liberalization measures - often those that are already in a weaker position - and not just in the short term but over longer periods of time.  Workers may suffer worse working conditions, employment prospects and respect for their rights.  
The session aims to look at how trade and globalization benefits are distributed and in particular how the distribution of these benefits can be made more equal. The session will provide practical examples of the consequences of unequal distribution, policies to achieve a more equal distribution of benefits, as well as best practices that can encourage governments to take up these distributional challenges. 
It will draw on the ILO-WTO joint report in order to consider the optimal policies to maximise the benefits and minimise the costs, considering also the interaction between the WTO and other institutions.
Questions to be addressed by the panel are:

· What can be said about the current state of distribution of benefits of trade?

· Where are the obstacles to a fairer distribution of benefits from trade?

· What ideas, policies and good practices are needed to build a more equal and sustainable system? 
· How can policies, such as trade, labour and social policies, reinforce and complement each other in attaining the overall objective of sustainable development (i.e. raising standards of living and ensuring full employment and a large and steadily growing volume of real income and effective demand?)
Moderator: Ms. María Consuelo Ahumada – Directora Maestría en Estudios 

Latinoamericanos, Observatorio Andino, Pontificia Universidad Javeriana, Colombia
 


Panellists:
· Mr. Guy Ryder, General Secretary, ITUC (International Trade Union Confederation)

· Mr. Rolph van der Hoeven, Director, Policy  Coherence Group, Integration and Statistics Department, ILO

· Mr. Ariel Castro, Director for Education, TUCP (Trade Union Congress of the Philippines)
· Ms. Marie-Louise Knuppert – LO-DK Confederal Secretary, Denmark
