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Session 3: Economic Growth

WTO Public Forum

"How Can the WTO Help Harness Globalization?"

4 – 5 October 2007

“How Can Services Trade contribute to harnessing economic growth for sustainable economic development”
4th October 2007 - Session 3 – Room W – 14:00 – 16:00

Services account for more than 50% of GDP in more than 85% of WTO Members and account for more than 20% of global exports. The liberalisation of trade in services will generate new export opportunities, help attract foreign investments, improve access to world class services and contribute to the local economy of all WTO members. The Doha Round should provide an ambitious deal in services with substantial and commercially meaningful new market access, bringing greater legal certainty for services exporters in key sectors and countries.  

The objectives of the session will be:
· show how open services markets play a major role in fostering economic development and growth; including:
· International banking activities help in financing the essential infrastructure for the development of the whole economy (roads & bridges, harbours, power plant, etc.) and enhancing entrepreneurship, including local SMEs;

· International Telecommunications and Information Society companies contribute to bringing essential ITC infrastructure to allow all countries to participate to the national and global economy and reduce the digital divide;

· To demonstrate that Services companies from emerging and developing countries already export to rich and neighbour countries, and WTO can contribute to harness further that unknown potential
Programme

1. Moderator: Mr. Christopher Roberts, Senior Lawyer, Covington & Burling - London; Chairman of European Services Forum's Policy Committee; Former Director General of UK Department of Trade and Industry - DTI. (TBC) (Background: Government Official + Business community) (confirmed)
2. Sir Thomas Harris, Vice-Chairman of Standard Chartered Capital Markets, London;


Chairman of International Affairs Committee of British Bankers Association, European Banking Federation Expert Representative on International Affairs (Background: Government Official + Business community) (confirmed)
3. Mr. Pranav Kumar – Policy Analyst at Consumer Unity & Trust Society (CUTS)
4. Mr. Tilman Kupfer, European Regulatory Manager, BT (British Telecom) – Brussels; Chairman of International Affairs Committee of ETNO, Association of European Telecommunications Operators (Business community) (confirmed)
5. Mr. Emmanuel Barreto - Senior Adviser, Trade in Services - International Trade Centre  UNCTAD/WTO, Geneva (IGO)( Confirmed)
This panel will confront views from multinational services companies with those from NGO representative from a big developing country and IGO representative which task is to provide assistance to developing countries in increasing trade in services.  
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