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Subsidies and International Trade
Tuesday 26 September 2006: 11.30-13:00: WTO Headquarters: Room E
This session is organized by the WTO Secretariat.  It will include three presentations.  The first will be by the WTO Secretariat, reporting on the main topic of the World Trade Report 2006.  The second presentation is on the subject of IISD's Global Subsidies Initiative.  The third presentation will report on the work of the Farmsubsidy.org network.  Each presentation will last 15 minutes, leaving 45 minutes for discussion.
Moderator: Robert Teh  - Counsellor, Economic Research and Statistics Division, WTO

Presentation 1: World Trade Report 2006

Presenter: Patrick Low – Director, Economic Research and Statistics Division, WTO

The main topic of the WTO Secretariat's World Trade Report 2006 is subsidies in international trade.  The Secretariat will present the major findings and conclusions of the Report, focusing in particular upon the theoretical rationale for using subsidies, the main justifications offered by governments to explain their subsidy policies, the degree to which subsidies are used and in what major sectors.  A central conclusion of the Report is that serious gaps exist in our knowledge of subsidy policies worldwide, a gap that needs to be filled in order to rationalize better the use of the subsidies instrument

Presentation 2: The Global Subsidies Initiative

Presenter: Ronald Steenblik - Director of Research for the Global Subsidies Initiative of the International Institute for Sustainable Development
The Global Subsidies Initiative is an ambitious new programme of the International Institute for Sustainable Development. For its presentation, the GSI Secretariat will discuss the motivations of the IISD in establishing the program and its objectives. It will also describe its current research program, and its planned communications and outreach activities. The research programme has two parts: work of a generic nature aimed at improving and increasing the information provided globally on subsidies, and more targeted work, aimed at filling in gaps in the information on subsidies flowing to particular industries and analyzing their effects on sustainable development. The communications arm of the GSI serves both to disseminate the GSI's research results (as well as the work of other researchers), but also to help train and motivate journalists to take an interest in subsidies and become more effective in investigating and reporting on them.
Presentation 3: "Is sunlight the best disinfectant? Transparency in farm subsidies"
Presenter: Jack Thurston - Co-founder Farmsubsidy.org

Agriculture accounts for a large share of all subsidies paid by developed country governments and is often a significant portion of farm incomes. Yet public awareness about who gets what - and why - is very limited. Farmsubsidy.org is a network of European researchers, journalists and NGOs who are working to promote greater transparency in the EU's Common Agricultural Policy, following in the footsteps of the Environmental Working Group which first lifted the lid on US farm subsidies in 2002. Jack Thurston is a co-founder of farmsubsidy.org and will present the network's achievements so far, plans for the future and observations on the role of civil society in debates about subsidies.
