Global Business Dialogue
GBD intends to host a panel discussion from 15:00 to 16:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 26 September, on the topic “Trade Rules and Living Standards: The Interplay of National Development Strategies and Global Rules.” 

Description of the Program.  Among other things, the launch of the Doha Development Agenda served to intensify the global discussion about the relationship between trade and development generally and specifically about the interplay between WTO rules and development.  Most starkly, the question is: Do countries need a certain level of protection in order to enable their industries to grow?  Or, alternatively, in today's world, are open borders a pre-requisite for the kinds of investments that lead to growth?  From the role of special and differential treatment to the understanding of consensus within a WTO context, these questions are central to the future of the WTO.  The topic is broad and covers hundreds of discreet subsidiary  issues.  No single program could deal with it comprehensively.  The GBD session, however, will offer distinct and important perspectives on the key question and will, we hope, will advance the discussion on this topic that is integral to the future of the WTO.  

The moderator and confirmed panelists are: 

Moderator:                              Mr. R. K. Morris

                                                President

                                                The Global Business Dialogue (Washington, DC) 

First Panelists                          Mr. T.S. Vishwanath

                                                Confederation of Indian Industry  (New Delhi) 

Second Panelist                       Mr. Grant Aldonas

                                                Principal Managing Director     

                                                Split Rock International     (Washington, DC) 

Note: Mr. Aldonas is the former Under Secretary for International Trade at the U.S. Commerce Department           

Third Panelist                           
To Be Announced

Note: We have had some disappointments with respect to this position. Our hope was and is to recruit a business executive who can speak to the factors that influence investment decisions in developing countries, especially those factors like tariff rates that relate directly to WTO rules and obligations.  

At this point we are discussing possible participation on this panel with business representatives who have already registered for the 2006 Public Forum. 

***

