“WTO PUBLIC FORUM 2006: WHAT WTO FOR THE XXIst CENTURY?”

Session Tuesday 26 September 2006 – 16.30-18.00 – Room B

HOW CAN ACADEMIC POLICY-ORIENTED THINKING ON WTO MATTERS BE IMPROVED?

Organization of the Session
The Session will be organized as an open discussion among panelists and with the audience:

· two ten minutes presentations by Ramon Torrent (who will also act as moderator) and Josep Mª Cervera and very short interventions by the other panelists, and,

· at least 30 minutes reserved for an open debate with the audience.

The discussion will focus on two issues:

· how to approach WTO agreements from the standpoint of policy-oriented academic institutions: as a liberalization tool or as a system of multilateral rules that offers stability, avoids “trade wars” and guarantees (subject to relatively well defined exceptions) non-discrimination among trading partners (mainly by developed and powerful countries);

· the presentation of an instrument (the International Chair WTO/Regional Integration created in Spain –Barcelona and Madrid-), the possibility to somehow replicate it in other countries and the prospects of building, through such instruments, a sort of International Network/Coalition of policy-oriented academic institutions able to give input and academic support to WTO activities

Panelists
· Ramon Torrent, International Chair WTO/RI Coordinator and Former Director of External Economic Relations in the Legal Service of the EU Council

· Sheila Page, International Chair WTO/RI and Former Senior Researcher of the Overseas Development Institute

· Vera Thorstensen, Counsellor, Permanent Mission of Brazil to the WTO
· Miguel Rodríguez-Mendoza, ICTSD and Former WTO Deputy-Director General

· Josep Maria Cervera, International Division of the Barcelona Chamber of Commerce and the Spanish Council of Chambers of Commerce

· Victor Echevarría, Spain’s Deputy Permanent Representative for Trade in Geneva
· Representative of WTO Secretariat

