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Background (*)
· There is growing evidence that freer movement of people can be mutually beneficial to both migrant-sending and migrant-receiving countries provided that labour flows are effectively managed. For instance, smart visa policies by receiving countries, coupled with strategic targeting of ODA to build capacity in low-income sending countries, can turn migration into a positive driver for development. Effective migration management will ultimately enhance employment and income opportunities for migrants and non-migrants alike in sending countries, while at the same time easing labour-market tensions in receiving countries. The extension of the provisions governing freedom of movement of people, including unskilled labour, may thus result in substantial gains for developing and transition countries, as well as for richer receiving countries.


There is also growing recognition that migration policies and trade policies need to be jointly considered, since migration and trade appear to be complements rather than substitutes. For not only does the management of migration flows require some form of multilateral regulation, but for the full developmental benefits of trade liberalisation in goods and services to be realised, and the commitment to greater policy coherence for development to be implemented, multilateral agreements need to encompass all flows, including migration.


It is against this background that we should consider the inclusion of provisions for the movement of unskilled workers under Mode 4 on the Doha Round agenda. Does the discussion of such provisions endanger the multilateral system, given the lack of consensus to date and the heavy implications for domestic politics? Or could their inclusion on the agenda instead provide powerful incentives for progress, by addressing the priorities of many low-income WTO members, thereby helping to re-launch the stalled multilateral negotiations on trade?
This session will explore these fairly controversial questions by inviting different views from academics, policy makers and civil society in an informal setting.

(*) The opinions expressed and arguments employed are the sole responsibility of the organizers and do not necessarily reflect those of the OECD, its Development Centre, or of the governments of their member countries
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