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Session on WTO and Sustainable Development

Tuesday 26 September 2006: 10:00-13:00: WTO Headquarters: Room CRII
This session is organized by the WTO Secretariat.  It will include an opening address and two segments covering WTO and Sustainable Development and Fisheries Subsidies respectively.

Opening Address (10:00-10:30)

Mr. Achim Steiner 
Executive Director, United Nations Environment Programme

Segment 1: WTO and Sustainable Development  (10:30-11:45)

Dr. Laurence Tubiana

Director, Institut du développement durable et des relations internationales

Mr. Richard G. Tarasofsky

Programme Head, Energy, Environment and Development Programme, Chatham House

Mr. Ricardo Meléndez-Ortiz

Executive Director, International Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development

In the first segment, guest panellists have been invited to offer perspectives on opportunities and challenges for further strengthening the mutual supportiveness of trade and environment in the Doha Round.  Panellists may draw upon such issues as, for instance, the current state of the trade and environment debate and its evolution over recent years, both inside and outside the WTO; the significance and scope of the Doha mandate on environment (in particular paragraphs 31 and 51 of the Doha Ministerial Declaration), and how this mandate could contribute to shaping future consideration of trade and environment issues in the WTO; and, the scope for trade negotiations to yield results that will potentially contribute to advance sustainable development objectives.

Segment 2: Fisheries Subsidies  (11:45-13:00)

Mr. David K. Schorr

Senior Fellow, WWF

Mr. Matthew Wilson

First Secretary, Permanent Mission of Barbados to the United Nations and other International Organizations at Geneva

Mr. Angel Gumy

Senior Fishery Planning Officer, Fisheries Department, Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

In the second segment, guest panellists will explore the topic of fisheries subsidies and have been invited variously to draw upon such issues as the potential of the WTO fisheries subsidies negotiations to deliver a triple-win outcome for trade, environment and development; the positive potential of disciplines on fisheries subsidies for small developing countries and the types of concerns and objectives that small developing countries have identified in the negotiations; and, challenges to fisheries management, status of international efforts in this regard and possible interconnections with work underway in the WTO.

