WTO Public Forum: What WTO for the XXIst Century?

Session organized by The European Meat and Livestock Union

"The agricultural negotiation of the WTO and its affect on European Agriculture: The case of the European Meat Industry"

On Tuesday 26 September, in the framework of the  WTO Public Forum, The European Meat and Livestock Union will host the session entitled "The agricultural negotiation of the WTO and its affect on European Agriculture: The case of the European Meat Industry", from 11:30 to 13:00 in Room B  of the WTO's Main Building.

 

The main presenter and discussion leader will be Mr. ARNE MIELKEN, Assistant to the Secretary General and Policy Advisor on WTO agricultural issues.
Please find below an executive summary of the issues that will be discussed during the session.

"The agricultural negotiation of the WTO and its affect on European Agriculture: The case of the European Meat Industry"

The European Meat and Livestock Trading Union represent over 46 National Federations in the 25 Member States of the EU. There are over 16,000 trading and Industrial companies, slaughterhouses, de-boning plants, meat preparation units. Its main mission is to represent and defend livestock trade, meat trade and the meat industry, to promote community trade and international trade. 
The session at the WTO will be structured in three parts. Parts one will consist of a power point presentation by the moderator. After a brief historical overview of the evolution of the Meat production in Europe 1990 – 2006, the presentation will look at the projections for European Meat production and consumption 2006-2012. This will identify future opportunities and challenges for the meat sector. We will then look Impact of WTO talks on the European meat trade industry when the EU WTO agricultural proposal as presented in October 2005 would come into force. Before stating key demands by UECBV and concluding the presentation, we will also look at options for European meat trade in the medium future after the talks were suspended.

In part 2, the floor will be opened for discussion on this presentation and an exchange of views on the Meat market situation for other countries e.G. Brazil, Australia and the USA. The discussion should focus on how other countries see their domestic and international meat market and what future opportunities and challenges might arise from that.

Part 3 will then discuss the future of the WTO negotiations after the suspension of the trade talks and the options for the trading community in the short-, medium and long term. Participants will be asked how future trade developments and shifts of trade balances in the Global Meat Industry can be best accounted for – through multi- or bilateral trade agreements.

The results of the session / discussion will be published on the UECBV Website: www.uecbv.eu
