25 September 2006 - 15:00 to 18:00 in room CR – World Trade Organization
 

Coherence and Capacity Building for Trade: Focus on the Enhanced Integrated Framework and the Aid for Trade Initiative
 


Two task forces have now concluded their recommendations to assist least-developed and developing countries gain more from trade. Recommendations to enhance the Integrated Framework (IF) for least-developed countries were adopted in July and work continues to put the enhanced IF in place by the end of this year, as mandated by Ministers at the Hong Kong Ministerial Conference. In parallel, further work is envisaged in the coming months to operationalize the recommendations for the Aid for Trade initiative.

The aim of this panel discussion is to stimulate debate on these two sets of recommendations and to clarify how an Enhanced IF and the Aid for Trade initiative, while different in scope, are mutually complementary. Key questions on the Aid for Trade initiative concern how the WTO can work more coherently with the main actors in the development and finance field and how Aid for Trade can help developing countries, particularly LDCs, build supply-side capacity and trade-related infrastructure so that they can benefit more from liberalized trade and increased market access opportunities. Other questions focus on how an Enhanced Integrated Framework can strengthen the capacity in LDC recipients to mainstream trade and ensure a more effective and timely delivery of increased financial resources to address the trade-related development needs of LDCs.

WTO Deputy Director-General Mrs. Valentine Rugwabiza will introduce the panelists. The panel discussion will be moderated by the former Chair of the Task Force of an Enhanced Integrated Framework, Canadian Ambassador Don Stephenson, and will include an intervention by the former Chair of the Aid for Trade Task Force, Swedish Ambassador Dr. Mia Horn af Rantzien. Other panel participants include Norway's Deputy-Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mrs. Liv Monica B. Stubholt, Mr. Dominique Njinkeu, Executive Director of International Lawyers and Economists Against Poverty, Mrs. Dorothy Tembo, Director of Foreign Trade at the Zambian Trade Ministry, Mr. Mohammed Salisu, Principal Trade Economist with the African Development Bank and Mr. Carlos Braga, Senior Advisor with the World Bank office in Geneva.
