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THE FOUR ROLES OF THE WTO
Progressive opening and regulation of markets

The WTO's mission is to open markets gradually while ensuring that rules are respected.  The origin of the organization dates back to the end of World War II when the idea of peaceful cooperation among peoples was emerging. In 1947, a number of countries decided to open up their markets on the basis of common principles, and founded the WTO's predecessor, the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). In the current round of trade negotiations, the WTO is seeking to make further advances in equitable trade.
The WTO acts as conductor, tribunal, monitor and trainer
Orchestra conductor

International trade is governed by very precise rules developed by the WTO's members. Countries must apply these rules when trading with one another. The WTO acts as the orchestra conductor, ensuring that rules are respected. The WTO was founded in 1995, but its origins date back to 1947 and the creation of the GATT. Since then, WTO members have adapted these rules to keep up with new developments. For example, services have developed considerably since the 1980s, and have now become one of the most important economic sectors. As a result, WTO members established rules governing international trade in services. Adapting or changing the principles of international trade means reaching consensus among WTO members through a round of negotiations. The latest round ‑ the ninth since 1947 ‑ was launched in 2001 (see "How do trade negotiations work?" above).
Tribunal

One of the main roles of the WTO is to settle disputes between its members. The WTO plays the role of trade tribunal, where members may file complaints against other members who fail to abide by the principles of international trade. There are three stages to dispute settlement. To begin with, the disputing countries try to settle their differences by themselves. If that fails, the case is decided by a panel made up of three experts, which issues a ruling. That ruling may be appealed. Once a definitive ruling has been issued, the losing party must comply. If it does not, it is liable to sanctions. Since 1995, over 400 complaints have been filed by WTO members.

Monitor
The WTO regularly reviews the trade policies of its members. These reviews assess whether WTO members are abiding by WTO rules and measure the impact of their domestic policies on international trade. The purpose of these reviews is not so much to solve problems as to prevent them from occurring in the first place.

Trainer
The WTO provides training programmes for government officials from developing countries ‑ for example, ministry staff or customs officials. The WTO currently spends about 35 million Swiss francs annually on these programmes.  Africa is the main beneficiary, followed by Asia and Latin America. In 2011, approximately 26 per cent of training activities took place in Africa.

How do trade negotiations work? Before defining the principles of international trade, WTO members have to negotiate them. Every eight to ten years or so, they launch a new round of trade negotiations. They begin by defining the subjects to be included. For example, the current round, known as the Doha Round, has 20 dishes on the negotiation menu, including agriculture, the environment, fisheries, development, etc. The meal is prepared by 157 chefs (the 157 WTO members). Given the number of dishes and chefs involved, producing the meal is a lengthy and difficult process, and it is not surprising that it can be a long time before the family can sit down to enjoy it.





Find out more on the WTO website 





> WTO website: www.wto.org


> What is the WTO? � HYPERLINK "http://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/whatis_e/whatis_e.htm" �www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/whatis_e/whatis_e.htm� 
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