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1. We, 41 developing and developed Members of the World Trade Organization (WTO),
consider a well-functioning, rules-based multilateral trading system embodied in the WTO to
be of key importance for our economies as well as for global economic stability, prosperity
and development.

2. We welcome the marked recovery of world merchandise trade in 2017, to which all
regions contributed, and are encouraged by the WTO’s positive forecast for 2018 and 2019.

3. However, we are concerned about increased trade tensions and related risks for the
multilateral trading system and world trade. We encourage WTO Members to refrain from
taking protectionist measures and to avoid risks of escalation. We call on Members to resolve
their differences through dialogue and cooperation, including through WTO bodies and, as
appropriate, recourse to WTO dispute settlement.

4. We consider that action is needed to address major challenges facing the WTO. We
particularly note difficulties in concluding negotiations and divergent positions on trade and
development. With respect to the WTO’s dispute settlement mechanism, we emphasize the
importance of filling all current and future vacancies on the Appellate Body without delay.
We underline the necessity for Members to contribute to keeping the WTO effective, relevant
and responsive to all Members’ needs, and we commit to continue working with all Members
to improve the WTO.




