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Thank you, Mr. Takaki for giving me the floor.   

 
Thank you, DDG Matus for inviting me to join you at the opening session of the Sixteenth WIPO-WTO 
Colloquium for IP Teachers.   

 
It is a true pleasure for me, on behalf of the WTO Secretariat, to welcome you to this event.  We are 
very conscious that you have travelled long distances, and spared the time in your demanding 
schedules, to join us here.  We certainly value your willingness, as leading IP scholars and teachers, 
to take part in the Colloquium.   

 
In 2003, the WTO and WIPO conceived the idea of introducing a capacity building initiative for 
university IP teachers from developing countries to update them on the recent developments and 
ongoing work taking place in the two organizations.  
 
The subsequent 16 years of experience in carrying out this vision have seen the Colloquium evolves 
considerably. We have continuously developed and updated the program in response to increasing 
demand and the evolving context for IP law and policy in the developing world. I know that my WIPO 
colleague will agree with me that this event ranks among the most successful joint activities of the 
two organizations and occupies a prime position in our cooperation for capacity building.   

 
This year, we received around one hundred and eighty applications. This level of interest is very 
encouraging for us. But it is also a measure of your own strong qualities as scholars and teachers – 
since we could only accommodate around one in six applicants. We are - therefore - all the more 
grateful that we have been able to attract scholars of your high calibre and range of expertise.  

 
Many of you have been thinking about the impact of new technologies.  We agree that it is very 
timely to reflect on new challenges confronting the IP community. We are going through an era of 
unprecedented technological innovation – termed the Fourth Industrial Revolution. It is reshaping 
people's daily lives, transforming the very structure of global trade and the international economy, 
and is making fundamental changes to our societies.   
 
In this era of innovation, we have all seen that robust, balanced and effective IP protection and 
enforcement are indispensable to promote technology innovation and technology diffusion. 
Meanwhile, revolutionary technology raises many new challenges, which need fast responses from 
IP systems.  
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In reviewing this year's programme, I was struck by the impressive range of IP policy and legal issues 
it covers – what we typically term 'IP and' issue, such as IP and public health to IP and ecommerce, IP 
and biotechnology, IP and artificial intelligence, and IP and blockchain. These topics are technically 
complex but are vital for us to understand, if IP systems are going to play their proper role in both 
developed and developing countries.  
 
There are some fixed points amid all these changes. When we look at these issues, we should 
continue to bear in mind the fundamental objectives of IP protection. These objectives are 
enshrined in the WTO TRIPS Agreement, that is, that IP protection should contribute to the 
promotion of innovation and to the transfer of technology, to the mutual advantage of producers 
and users of technology, and to a balance of rights and obligations.   
 
Everything is easier said than done. It is easy for countries to agree to have a balanced IP system, but 
the real challenge is always how to achieve it in practice, in particular when there is no such thing as 
a one-size-fits-all balanced IP system. What works in one country will not necessarily work 
elsewhere. Even so, these challenges face all of us, no matter developing or developed countries.   
 
A balanced IP system needs to be developed, adapted and sustained according to each country's 
economic and social circumstances. National legislators, policymakers, administrators, the judiciary 
and even trade negotiators each have a hand in developing and tailoring national systems, 
responding to particular needs and requirements.  We have much to learn from each other's 
national practices and experiences, given the nature of globalization. This is not simply to replicate 
or to favour one approach over others, but rather to learn from different policy choices, practices 
and experiences. Your role as scholars and teachers therefore becomes indispensable as we work to 
build constructive dialogues, mutual learning and substantive coordination on the IP issues of the 
day.   
 
Academies can play an important role as independent advisors to policymakers, legislators and 
administers, and help them make evidence-based policy decisions. I gather that over the past 16 
years, this programme has produced more than 370 alumni, a very diverse and active network of 
highly engaged teachers and researchers. We do see their contributions in this regard through their 
academic publications and active participation in national and international policy debates.    
 
This year's program sees 29 participants from both developing and developed countries, and more 
than 40 experts from WIPO, the WTO, from our partner intergovernmental organisations, from 
NGOs concerned with a range of public policy issues, and from various fields of industry.  I trust that 
this wealth of knowledge and expertise will ensure that you are up to date with the key issues and 
challenges confronting IP law and policy today, and – importantly – that it will help you see the 
issues from a diverse range of perspectives. A true colloquium is a series of interactive, probing 
conversations, not just a series of one-way lectures. I am confident that this particular Colloquium 
will provide a sound platform for productive and constructive dialogue and will spark new ideas to 
meet these challenges.  In short, a true colloquium. 
 
I would take this opportunity to thank WIPO colleagues, and my own colleagues for their hard work, 
which have made this event come together smoothly.  You would be amazed at the amount of work 
behind the scenes is needed to make this event a success.  
 
Finally, I hope that you will enjoy your participation in the Colloquium and have a pleasant time in 
Geneva.  Thank you, once again, for taking the time and trouble to join us here. 
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(Schedule permitting, DDG Yi may wish to join the group photo.) 


