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How can the WTO help to achieve food security?  
 

Reply: 
 

Trade and trade rules are important for all 4 dimensions of Food Security: 1) availability; 2) 
accessibility; 3) utilization; and 4) stability (see also Annex 2).  

 

Availability:   

• Trade helps to ensure a better allocation of resources and to make production more 
efficient, thereby increasing world food production.  As a result of trade, production can 
take place in regions where food can be produced more efficiently and in a more 
sustainable manner.  

• Trade connects the food deficit and food surplus areas and therefore further improves 
food availability. 
 

Accessibility:   

• Trade not only increases the revenue of producers but also makes food available at 
affordable prices for consumers, thereby enhancing economic access to food.  
 

Utilization:   

• Trade helps to diversify available food sources and through consumer choice brings 
more nutritious food to the dinner table at lower prices. 
 

Stability:  

• Trade makes food supply more stable by playing a balancing role in the case of supply 
shocks (there are more and more of these in the context of extreme weather events). 

 

What does the WTO do? 

 

• WTO rules ensure that food is produced as efficiently as possible, as abundantly as 
possible, and can move (as) freely (as possible) from food surplus to food deficit regions. 
 

• WTO Agreements (e.g. Agreements on Agriculture, SPS and TBT measures) strive to limit 
any distortions in agricultural markets, make sure that no unnecessary barriers are 
imposed thereby ensuring that the food security of one Member does not come at the 
expense of that of another Member.  SDG2 explicitly singles out market distortions by 
setting as a target (target  2b) to "correct and prevent trade restrictions and distortions 
in world agricultural markets". This is precisely the objective of the agriculture reform 
process launched in 1995 under the WTO Agreement on Agriculture (this SDG2 language 
is almost a reproduction of the AoA Preamble language). 
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• Elimination of agricultural export subsidies was also identified explicitly as one of the 

SDG2 targets; WTO Members have collectively delivered on this target when in 
December 2015 they adopted the historic Decision at the Nairobi Ministerial Conference 
to eliminate the use of agricultural export subsidies and to establish disciplines on other 
export support measures with potentially equivalent effect. 
 

• There has also been an increasing emphasis in the WTO discussions on export measures, 
such as export restrictions and prohibitions.  It is an important topic notably for  
importing countries that need some assurance that they will have secure and stable 
access to food supplies.  These countries are therefore seeking to have enhanced 
transparency and disciplines on measures restricting exports.  
 

• At the same time, the WTO agreements allow Members to take sanitary and 
phytosanitary measures to ensure food safety at the levels Members deem necessary, 
provided these measures do not discriminate between producers (domestic and/or 
foreign).   
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