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First, I would like to thank Minister Julia Klockner and her team 

for organizing this important meeting and choosing trade as the theme 

of this year’s Conference. It was clear from the discussions that the role 

of trade in contributing to addressing the contemporary challenges 

facing the agricultural sector was appreciated by all countries which 

have participated in the meeting.  Two of the themes that emerged 

were that trade needed to be inclusive, of both those who produce 
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food and those who consume it, inclusive with respect to women and 

the young, as well as respectful of the planet.   

 

The challenges facing the agricultural sector are immense. We 

have witnessed major changes in weather patterns, outbreaks of 

disease in farm animals, and the increasing use of trade measures to 

deal with geopolitical objectives. In addition, we are facing an increase 

in world population which is estimated to reach 10 billion people in the 

next few decades.  According to the FAO, more than 820 million people 

suffer from hunger and 2.5 billion people suffer from some form of 

micronutrient deficiency.  
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It is clear that effective multilateral cooperation, the  spirit of 

which much in evidence here, is needed to resolve many of these 

issues. Without targeted measures, there will be too many people who 

would face hunger and poor nutrition.  This is not acceptable 

considering that the advances that have been made in agricultural 

science and practices, resulting in an increased capability to produce 

enough nutritious food to feed the world’s growing population. 

 

What is needed.   
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There are six ways through which trade can make an important 

contribution to resolving some of these pressing issues: 

 

• First, improving agility:  Extreme weather events and other natural 

disasters, as well as outbreaks of disease in parts of the world will 

require food to move more freely from areas of surplus to areas of 

scarcity.  Demand for food will increase as the world’s population 

expands by an additional two billion people by mid-century.  This 

increase has to be met with sustainable agricultural production.  
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• Second, enhanced transparency:  Knowledge about policy measures 

that other countries take will be needed both to enable national 

decisions to be based on as full information as possible as well as to 

administer international agricultural agreements.  Crucial information 

could influence countries on which crops to plant and be able to 

diversify sources of supply in the event of supply shortage as a result of 

natural disasters. 

 

• Third,  achieving balance: A new consensus will be needed to plot a 

path toward finding negotiated solutions with respect to market access, 

domestic support, export restrictions, food security, and to address the 
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needs of cotton producers as well as other issues of interest to WTO 

Members. Trade policies and related domestic policies that affect trade 

will need to be recalibrated and incorporated in an updated WTO 

Agreement on Agriculture. In that regard, the expression of support by 

Agriculture Ministers gathered here to the WTO negotiations is a 

welcome development. Progress will be achieved in the agriculture 

negotiations if Agriculture and Trade Ministers worked closely together. 

 

• Fourth, benefitting from the global digital economy: Agriculture 

Ministers must ensure that the E-Commerce negotiations at the WTO 

fully serve the interests of their farmers, processors and consumers. 
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The right of producers and consumers to know, to gain access to 

needed information for both production and consumption must be 

recognized.  The digital divide not only between rich and poor, but 

between industry and agriculture, must be eliminated. 

 

• Fifth, increasing sustainability: While feeding all, it is necessary to find 

ways to reduce waste, increase productivity, and limit negative impacts 

on the environment. Improvements in the rules of the trading system 

need to be viewed increasingly through the lens of creating a circular 

economy. The first challenge is to agree to apply disciplines to fisheries 
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subsidies which deprive the oceans of renewable resources and unfairly 

deprive countries’ fishermen of their livelihoods. 

 

• Sixth, rebuilding WTO dispute settlement: A major differentiating factor 

of the WTO is the enforceability of its rules. A negotiated outcome that 

restores binding, two-stage, independent, dispute settlement is an 

imperative for agriculture.  The WTO rules are about fairness.  

Delivering that objective would be impaired without dependable and 

pragmatic dispute settlement. 
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National priorities are respected by the WTO rules.  

Environmental, health and safety concerns can be met as long as they 

are not hidden commercial protectionism or discrimination.  WTO rules 

are sufficiently flexible to accommodate these growing concerns of 

countries and also allow them to provide subsidies to their farmers to 

invest in environmentally friendly technologies. There is scope for WTO 

rules to be further elaborated in this regard. 

 My congratulations to Minister Klöckner for this important 

conference during Grüner Woche.  There is a compelling need to bring 

the positive spirit of this Global Forum for Food and Agriculture 2020 to 

Geneva and to Nur Sultan in June for the 12th Ministerial Meeting of the 
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WTO.   The sentiments expressed uniformly by all Agricultural Ministers 

here need to be transformed into action in the form of negotiations for 

a better world for agriculture. 

Trade can be a powerful tool as countries seek to address 

contemporary challenges facing the agricultural sector. Countries 

should work closely together to come up with rules which would not 

only enhance productivity and improve market access but will also 

allow for sustainable production and contribute to the achievement of 

the SDGs. 

 

Thank you. 


