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The process of digital transformation has been changing and shaping the face of economic and social development
around the world. The Covid 19 pandemic has accelerated this phenomenon in ways and to an extent that could not
have been imagined only a year ago. Digital trade, as part of that process, has acquired increasing importance with
expanding opportunities for small and medium size enterprises, including in Arab and middle eastern countries. It
nevertheless has also given rise to considerable challenges. In particular, the widening digital divide and the urgent
need for policy and regulatory reforms. It also highlighted the critical role of international trade cooperation.

This Roundtable will look into current trends and developments in the region, focusing on digital trade/e-commerce.
It will bring together different perspectives from an international regional organization, national policy and regulatory
authority, private sector the latest developments in the WTO.

This Roundtable will also mark the conclusion of the WTO Regional Trade Policy course organized for Arab countries,
Members and Observers in the Organization.
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