
Dr. Patrick LOW
Former WTO Chief Economist

Mr. Ouyang CHENG
Deputy Director,  
Alibaba Research Institute, China 

H.E. Mrs. Pimchanok PITFIELD
Permanent Representative of  Thailand to WTO and WIPO

Mr. Hadri SOPRI
Head of Digital Trade Policy, 
 Asia-Pacific and Japan region - Amazon Web Services

Ms. Witada ANUKOONWATTAKA 
Economic Affairs Officer
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP)

Digitally driven economic activity is expanding by leaps and bounds, 
considerably faster than global GDP. The digital ecosystem has enormous 
potential for increasing growth, and shrinking distance and time. It 
pushes out technological frontiers, spreads opportunities, lower costs, 
and reduces poverty – not least by enabling global engagement of small 
and medium-sized enterprises.

Realizing the full  benefits of digitalization  requires close cooperation 
among governments, especially those who are setting the technological 
pace and making most use of the medium.  Mutual gains will flow from a 
pooling of sovereignty among major economies to craft a set of rules and 
pursue policy convergence. Convergence will not always be feasible nor 
desirable, and the challenge is then to manage divergence.

Progress is being made. In the last two decades almost 200 preferential 
trade agreements containing digital trade provisions, many of them 
bilateral, have been established. In 2017 an important step was taken 
by dozens of members of the WTO to craft an agreement on e-commerce. 

These negotiations are proceeding among some 86 members accounting 
for more than 90 per cent of digital trade. 

The purpose of this roundtable discussion is to explore the challenges 
and opportunities of digital transformation from an Asian perspective. 
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VIRTUAL ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION

Digital Trade and  
Digital Transformation 
in Asia

DATE AND TIME
Wednesday 24 August 2022 10:00 am – 12:00pm (CEST)

REGISTRATION
This online event requires prior registration.  
Click here to register or copy the link hereunder and  
paste it into your browser.

PROGRAMME
Click here to access the detailled 
progamme for this event.

MODERATOR

WTO Online Regional Trade Policy Course (eRTPC) 
for Asia-Pacific Members and Observers of the WTO

Wednesday, 24 August 2022 - 10:00 am to 12:00 pm (CEST)

https://worldtradeorganization.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vB_CfBJKRleOrm5Bq6rLnQ 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_q5XXJBU3h616apQ5ObEFeMp4otSOJPf/view?usp=sharing

