
WTO Chairpersons (as of 31 December 2016)
Chairpersons of the General Council and bodies reporting to it

General Council Ambassador Harald Neple (Norway)

Dispute Settlement Body Ambassador Xavier Carim (South Africa)

Trade Policy Review Body Ms Irene B. K. Young (Hong Kong, China)

Council for Trade in Goods Ambassador Hamish McCormick (Australia)

Council for Trade in Services Ambassador Gustavo Vanerio (Uruguay)

Council for Trade‑Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights Mr Modest Jonathan Mero (Tanzania)

Committee on Trade and Environment Ambassador Héctor Casanueva (Chile)

Committee on Trade and Development Ambassador Christopher Onyanga Aparr (Uganda)

Committee on Balance‑of-Payments Restrictions Ambassador Shameem Ahsan (Bangladesh)

Committee on Regional Trade Agreements Ambassador Daniel Blockert (Sweden)

Committee on Budget, Finance and Administration Ambassador Inga Ernstsone (Latvia)

Working Group on Trade and Transfer of Technology Ambassador Luis Enrique Chávez Basagoitia (Peru)

Working Group on Trade, Debt and Finance Ambassador Atanas Atanassaov Paparizov (Bulgaria)

Trade Negotiations Committee Director‑General Roberto Azevêdo (WTO)

Preparatory Committee on Trade Facilitation Ambassador Mariam Md. Salleh (Malaysia)

Chairpersons of bodies established under the Trade Negotiations Committee

Negotiating Group on Market Access Ambassador Didier Chambovey (Switzerland)

Negotiating Group on Rules Ambassador Wayne McCook (Jamaica)

Special Session of the Council for Trade in Services Ambassador Marcelo Cima (Argentina)

Special Session of the Council for TRIPS Ambassador Dacio Castillo (Honduras)

Special Session of the Dispute Settlement Body Ambassador Stephen Karau (Kenya)

Special Session of the Committee on Agriculture Ambassador Vangelis Vitalis (New Zealand)

Sub‑Committee on Cotton Ambassador Vangelis Vitalis (New Zealand)

Special Session of the Committee on Trade and Environment Ambassador Syed Tauqir Shah (Pakistan)

Special Session of the Committee on Trade and Development Ambassador Yee Woan Tan (Singapore)

Chairpersons of subsidiary bodies of the Council for Trade in Goods

Committee on Agriculture Mr. Garth Ehrhardt (Canada)

Committee on Anti‑Dumping Practices Mr. Peira Shannon (Australia)

Committee on Customs Valuation Dr Yasser Korani (Egypt)

Committee on Import Licensing Mr Tapio Pyysalo (Finland)

Committee on Market Access Ms. Hanna Olsen Bodsberg (Norway)

Committee on Rules of Origin Mr. Chih‑Tung Chang (Chinese Taipei)

Committee on Safeguards Mr. Yusong Chen (China)

Committee on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures Ms Marcela Otero (Chile)

Committee on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures Mr Jin‑dong Kim (Republic of Korea)

Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade Ms Esther Peh (Singapore)

Committee on Trade‑Related Investment Measures Ms Marine Willemetz (Switzerland)

Working Party on State Trading Enterprises Ms Yeili Danelly Rangel Peñaranda (Colombia)

Committee of Participants on the Expansion of Trade in Information Technology Products Ms Zsofia Tvarusko (Hungary)

Chairpersons of subsidiary bodies of the Council for Trade in Services

Committee on Trade in Financial Services Ms. Junko Ueno (Japan)

Working Party on Domestic Regulation Ms Katarzyna Stecz (Poland)

Committee on Specific Commitments Mr Han Changtian (China)

Working Party on GATS Rules Mr. Gustavo Héctor Mendez (Argentina)

Chairpersons of Committees of Plurilateral Agreements

Committee on Trade in Civil Aircraft Mr Hsiao‑Yin Wu (Chinese Taipei)

Committee on Government Procurement Mr John Newham (Ireland)
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1  Members are mostly states but can also be customs territories with full autonomy over their external commercial relations.

Membership of the WTO: 164 members (as of 31 December 2016)
Member1 Year of accession

Afghanistan 2016
Albania 2000
Angola 1996
Antigua and Barbuda 1995
Argentina 1995
Armenia 2003
Australia 1995
Austria 1995
Bahrain, Kingdom of 1995
Bangladesh 1995
Barbados 1995
Belgium 1995
Belize 1995
Benin 1996
Bolivia, Plurinational State of 1995
Botswana 1995
Brazil 1995
Brunei Darussalam 1995
Bulgaria 1996
Burkina Faso 1995
Burundi 1995
Cambodia 2004
Cameroon 1995
Canada 1995
Cabo Verde 2008
Central African Republic 1995
Chad 1996
Chile 1995
China 2001
Colombia 1995
Congo 1997
Costa Rica 1995
Côte d’Ivoire 1995
Croatia 2000
Cuba 1995
Cyprus 1995
Czech Republic 1995
Democratic Republic of the Congo 1997
Denmark 1995
Djibouti 1995
Dominica 1995
Dominican Republic 1995
Ecuador 1996
Egypt 1995
El Salvador 1995
Estonia 1999
European Union 1995
Fiji 1996
Finland 1995
France 1995
Gabon 1995
The Gambia 1996
Georgia 2000
Germany 1995
Ghana 1995
Greece 1995
Grenada 1996
Guatemala 1995
Guinea 1995
Guinea‑Bissau 1995
Guyana 1995
Haiti 1996
Honduras 1995
Hong Kong, China 1995
Hungary 1995
Iceland 1995
India 1995
Indonesia 1995
Ireland 1995

Member1 Year of accession

Israel 1995
Italy 1995
Jamaica 1995
Japan 1995
Jordan 2000
Kazakhstan 2015
Kenya 1995
Korea, Republic of 1995
Kuwait, the State of 1995
Kyrgyz Republic 1998
Latvia 1999
Lao People’s Democratic Republic 2013
Lesotho 1995
Liberia 2016
Liechtenstein 1995
Lithuania 2001
Luxembourg 1995
Macao, China 1995
Madagascar 1995
Malawi 1995
Malaysia 1995
Maldives 1995
Mali 1995
Malta 1995
Mauritania 1995
Mauritius 1995
Mexico 1995
Moldova, Republic of 2001
Mongolia 1997
Montenegro 2012
Morocco 1995
Mozambique 1995
Myanmar 1995
Namibia 1995
Nepal 2004
Netherlands 1995
New Zealand 1995
Nicaragua 1995
Niger 1996
Nigeria 1995
Norway 1995
Oman 2000
Pakistan 1995
Panama 1997
Papua New Guinea 1996
Paraguay 1995
Peru 1995
Philippines 1995
Poland 1995
Portugal 1995
Qatar 1996
Romania 1995
Russian Federation 2012
Rwanda 1996
Saint Kitts and Nevis 1996
Saint Lucia 1995
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 1995
Samoa 2012
Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of 2005
Senegal 1995
Seychelles 2015
Sierra Leone 1995
Singapore 1995
Slovak Republic 1995
Slovenia 1995
Solomon Islands 1996
South Africa 1995
Spain 1995
Sri Lanka 1995

Member1 Year of accession

Suriname 1995
Swaziland 1995
Sweden 1995
Switzerland 1995
Chinese Taipei 2002
Tajikistan 2013
Tanzania 1995
Thailand 1995
The former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia

2003

Togo 1995
Tonga 2007
Trinidad and Tobago 1995
Tunisia 1995
Turkey 1995
Uganda 1995
Ukraine 2008
United Arab Emirates 1996
United Kingdom 1995
United States of America 1995
Uruguay 1995
Vanuatu 2012
Venezuela, Bolivarian Republic of 1995
Viet Nam 2007
Yemen 2014
Zambia 1995
Zimbabwe 1995

States/separate customs territories 
seeking to join the WTO 
(as of 31 December 2016)

Algeria
Andorra
Azerbaijan
Bahamas
Belarus
Bhutan
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Comoros
Equatorial Guinea
Ethiopia
Iran
Iraq
Lebanese Republic
Libya
São Tomé and Principe
Serbia
Somalia
Sudan
Syrian Arab Republic
Timor Leste
Uzbekistan

Countries that officially became 
WTO members in 2016

Member Date of membership
Liberia 14 July 2016
Afghanistan 29 July 2016

Secretariat and budget
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Abbreviations
ADP Anti‑Dumping Practices
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations
CTD Committee on Trade and Development
DDA Doha Development Agenda
DSB Dispute Settlement Body
DSU Dispute Settlement Understanding
EIF Enhanced Integrated Framework
EU European Union
FAO Food and Agriculture Organization
FDI Foreign direct investment
GATS General Agreement on Trade in Services
GATT General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
GDP Gross domestic product
GIs Geographical indications
GPA Government Procurement Agreement
HS Harmonized System
ICC International Chamber of Commerce
ILO International Labour Organization
IPU Inter‑Parliamentary Union
ISO International Organization for Standardization
ITA Information Technology Agreement
ITC International Trade Centre
ITTC Institute for Training and Technical Cooperation
ITU International Telecommunication Union
LDCs Least‑developed countries
MEAs Multilateral environmental agreements

MFN Most‑favoured nation
NAMA Non‑agricultural market access
NFIDCs Net food‑importing developing countries
NGO Non‑governmental organization
NTMs Non‑tariff measures
OECD Organisation for Economic Co‑operation 

and Development
PLS Progressive learning strategy
PSI Agreement on Preshipment Inspection
RTAs Regional trade agreements
SCM Subsidies and Countervailing Measures
SG Agreement on Safeguards
SMEs Small and medium‑sized enterprises
SPS Sanitary and phytosanitary measures
STDF Standards and Trade Development Facility
SVE Small, vulnerable economy
TBT Technical barriers to trade
TNC Trade Negotiations Committee
TPR Trade Policy Review
TPRM Trade Policy Review Mechanism
TRIMs Trade‑related investment measures
TRIPS Trade‑related aspects of intellectual 

property rights
UNCTAD United Nations Conference on Trade 

and Development
WIPO World Intellectual Property Organization

0 is zero or became zero due to rounding.
Billion means one thousand million.
Minor discrepancies between constituent figures and totals are due to rounding.
Unless otherwise indicated, (i) all value figures are expressed in US dollars; (ii) trade figures include the intra‑trade of free trade 
areas, customs unions, regional and other country groupings.

Note
This report covers the WTO’s activities in 2016 and early 2017. The word “country” is frequently used to describe WTO members 
whereas a few members are officially “customs territories”, and not necessarily countries in the usual sense of the word.

Further information
Further information about the organization 
and its activities can be found on the WTO 
website: www.wto.org

General information about the WTO is available in the 
following publications, which may be downloaded free of 
charge from the website:

WTO in Brief

WTO in Brief provides a starting point for essential information 
about the WTO. Concise and practical, this short brochure is 
an ideal introduction to the WTO.

10 things the WTO can do

This publication highlights some of the benefits of the trading 
system, but it does not claim that everything is perfect – 
otherwise there would be no need for further negotiations and 
for the system to evolve and reform continually. The publication 
replaces 10 Benefits of the WTO Trading System and 
10 Common Misunderstandings about the WTO.

Online bookshop

Printed publications can be purchased through the WTO’s 
online bookshop: http://onlinebookshop.wto.org.

Many publications may be downloaded free of charge from the 
WTO website: www.wto.org.

You can register to receive free alerts when new titles 
become available.
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Download the app
The WTO Annual Report 2017 will be made available as 
an app. It can be downloaded from the App Store and 
Google Play for viewing on your iPad, iPhone, Android tablet 
or smartphone.

A year in review
A large number of WTO members ratifi ed the Trade Facilitation 
Agreement in 2016, paving the way for its entry into force 
in early 2017. Many members also accepted an amendment 
to the WTO’s intellectual property agreement, which fi nally 
came into effect in the fi rst quarter of 2017. The amendment 
secures for developing countries a legal pathway to access 
affordable medicines. WTO members engaged constructively 
across several areas of trade negotiations from mid-2016 as 
they began to work towards the WTO’s forthcoming ministerial 
conference, to be held in Argentina in December 2017.

Trade negotiations

WTO members focused on implementing decisions taken at 
the Nairobi and Bali ministerial conferences and on looking 
towards potential outcomes for the 11th Ministerial Conference 
(MC11) to be held in Buenos Aires in December 2017. 

In the second half of the year, trade negotiations intensifi ed, 
with several proposals being submitted by WTO members, 
including on agriculture, services and fi sheries subsidies. 
In his role as Chair of the Trade Negotiations Committee, 
Director‑General Roberto Azevêdo stressed the need to 
deepen discussions signifi cantly in the months ahead.

DG Azevêdo emphasized the need for clarity from WTO 
members in terms of what they wish to see as a fi nal outcome 
and for fl exibility to accommodate the circumstances of 
other members.

DG Azevêdo stressed that WTO members should take 
whatever steps are possible – underlining that on any issue this 
would not be the end of the road but a fi rst step. Pragmatism 
remained a vital ingredient. Balancing elements was important 
so that they took into account members’ different interests 

and positions and responded to the needs of developed, 
developing and least‑developed countries.

In December, the chairs of the negotiating group provided 
updates on their activities and considered the way forward 
in 2017, including areas for potential outcomes at MC11. 
The chairs highlighted constructive engagement across several 
issues as a positive development that had not been witnessed 
for some time but underlined that in some areas further 
engagement was needed.

DG Azevêdo reported that in his consultations in Geneva and 
in his visits to capitals, there was a shared desire to deliver 
a successful Ministerial Conference in Buenos Aires and a 
common belief in the importance of sustaining ministerial 
engagement in the lead‑up to the conference. He highlighted 
that outcomes are more likely through incremental progress 
rather than major leaps and that WTO members agree on 
the importance of advancing the development aspects of 
any issues.

DG Azevêdo stressed that work needs to intensify in 2017 as 
divergent views remain in many areas. He proposed to facilitate 
exchanges among WTO members submitting proposals and 
delegations that have shown interest in specifi c issues so that 
they can share views and see how to advance these issues.
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WTO members concentrated on 
implementing decisions taken at the Nairobi 
and Bali ministerial conferences.

WTO members agree on the importance of advancing 
the development aspects of any negotiating topics.

A year in review
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Implementation and 
monitoring

A major milestone for the global trading system was reached in early 
2017 when the fi rst multilateral deal concluded in the 21-year history 
of the WTO entered into force. Following ratifi cation of the Trade 
Facilitation Agreement (TFA) by Rwanda, Oman, Chad and Jordan in 
February 2017, the WTO obtained the necessary number of acceptances 
from the WTO’s 164 members for the Agreement to take effect.

The TFA aims to streamline, simplify and standardise customs 
procedures. By easing the fl ow of goods across borders, it will 
help to cut trade costs around the world. Full implementation 
of the TFA is forecast to slash WTO members’ trade costs 
by an average of 14.3 per cent. The Agreement is expected 
to reduce the time needed to import goods by over a day and 
a half and to export goods by almost two days, representing 
a reduction of 47 per cent and 91 per cent respectively over 
the current average. By 2030, the Agreement could add 2.7 
percentage points per year to world trade growth and more 
than half a percentage point per year to world GDP growth.

The Agreement is unique in that it allows developing countries 
to set their own timetable for implementation depending 
on their capacity to do so. A Trade Facilitation Agreement 
Facility was created to help ensure these countries receive the 
assistance needed to reap the full benefi ts of the TFA.

Another major milestone was the entry into force of the 
amendment to the WTO’s intellectual property (TRIPS) 
agreement, securing for developing countries a legal pathway 
to access affordable medicines under WTO rules. It is the fi rst 
time since the launch of the WTO in 1995 that a WTO accord 
has been amended.

The amendment came into force in January 2017 after the 
protocol containing it was accepted by the necessary two‑
thirds of WTO members. The amendment makes permanent 
a mechanism to ease poorer WTO members’ access to 
affordable generic medicines produced in other countries.

The implementation of the Trade Facilitation 
Agreement (TFA) in February 2017 is expected to 
ease the fl ow of goods across borders.

The TFA is forecast to 
slash WTO members’ 
trade costs by an 
average of 14.3 per 
cent. 

14.3%

A year in review
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Dispute settlement

The WTO’s dispute settlement system had its busiest year so 
far, averaging 22 active panel, arbitration and Appellate Body 
proceedings per month. The Dispute Settlement Body (DSB) received 
17 requests for consultations, the fi rst step in the dispute settlement 
process, and established eight new dispute settlement panels.

Out of the 17 requests for consultations, three complaints 
were fi led by Brazil – against Indonesia, the United States and 
Thailand. Three complaints were also fi led by the United States 
– all against China on three different matters: export duties 
on raw materials, domestic support provided to agricultural 
producers and China’s administration of its tariff‑rate quotas 
for wheat, rice and corn. The other disputes were brought by 
China (2), the European Union (2), India (2), Japan (2) and 
Turkey, which fi led a dispute for the fi rst time since 2003.

Some 520 trade disputes have been brought by WTO 
members since the organization was established in 1995. 
Two‑thirds of the WTO membership has participated in the 
system in one way or another. The largest number of disputes 

has been brought by the United States (112) followed by the 
European Union (97), Canada (35) and Brazil (30). The main 
respondent in disputes brought to the WTO has been the 
United States (129) followed by the European Union (83), 
China (38) and India (24).

The disputes address a wide range of trade concerns and 
often touch upon global issues, such as human health, 
renewable energy, conservation of natural resources and, 
more recently, money laundering and tax evasion. A total of 
11 panel reports were circulated in 2016.

During 2016, the dispute settlement system began to feel 
the benefi t of measures introduced to address the challenge 
of the mounting number of disputes being brought by WTO 

520 trade disputes have been 
brought to the WTO since the 
organization was established in 
1995.

520

WTO members brought 17 new 
disputes to the WTO in 2016.17

The Dispute Settlement Body 
appointed two new Appellate 

Body members: Hong Zhao 
of China (right) and Hyun 

Chong Kim of Korea (centre).

A year in review
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Outreach

Interest in the WTO increased signifi cantly in 2016. This led to the 
creation of the Trade Dialogues initiative, which was designed to 
facilitate increased engagement from a range of stakeholders. A series 
of meetings was held during the year, bringing in representatives 
of the private sector, NGOs, academia, labour and consumers. 

As part of the Trade Dialogues initiative, the WTO facilitated a 
meeting of business leaders at the request of the International 
Chamber of Commerce and the B20, the business arm of the G20.

The event brought together over 60 business leaders to 
discuss the challenges and opportunities they face in 
conducting trade operations and how the WTO could address 
the current needs of the business community. The attendees 
were from small and large enterprises, from developed and 
developing countries, and from a variety of sectors.

In addition to the current negotiating agenda, the business 
leaders urged the WTO to look at a wide range of issues, 
such as electronic commerce, rules to better facilitate 
services and investment fl ows, support for micro, small and 
medium‑sized enterprises, action to provide trade fi nance, 
and many others.

The WTO’s major outreach event of the year was the 
Public Forum, held in September, which attracted over 
1,100 participants to the 100+ sessions held during the three 
days of the event. The Forum provides a unique platform 
for businesspeople, academics and non‑governmental 
organisations to come together to discuss some of the 
major trade and development issues of the day, with all of 
the sessions being organized by the participants. In 2016, 
the theme of the event was “inclusive trade”.

Participants underlined the need to promote greater 
participation in trade by women and small businesses and the 
importance of ensuring that effective policies are put into place 
to help the poor and those who may suffer job losses resulting 
from trade. In his opening remarks, DG Azevêdo highlighted 
the need to ensure that the right policies are adopted so that 
the benefi ts of trade are shared more widely.

In July, DG Azevêdo attended the G20 trade ministers meeting 
in Shanghai, where he launched the WTO’s World Trade 
Outlook Indicator, which aims to give an early indication of 
global trade trends. In September, he attended the summit 
of the G20 group of leading developed and developing 
countries in Hangzhou, China. In November, he presented 
then UN Secretary‑General Ban Ki‑moon with the WTO 
Ministerial Decision on Export Competition, which delivers a 
key contribution to meeting the UN’s Sustainable Development 
Goal on “Zero Hunger”.

The WTO’s inaugural Trade Dialogues event brought together 
over 60 business leaders to discuss how the WTO can 
address the current needs of the business community.

Over 100 sessions were 
held at the 2016 Public 
Forum.100

A year in review
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Membership

 Liberia and Afghanistan joined the WTO in July 2016, 
bringing the WTO’s total membership to 164.

 In December 2016, WTO members agreed to begin WTO 
membership negotiations for Somalia and Timor-Leste.

 Twenty-one governments are currently negotiating WTO membership.

Secretariat and budget
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