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Harvesting tea leaves

near Nuwara Eliya,
Sri Lanka.




Protection of
the environment

Protection and preservation of
the environment are fundamental
goals of the WTO. The WTO
agreements permit members to
take measures to protect public,
animal and plant health
and the environment.

Partnerships

' The WTO maintains regular
dialogue with civil society,
labour unions, universities, the
business community and other
intergovernmental organizations
to enhance cooperation and
build partnerships.
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- Support for less
developed economies

Over three-quarters of WTO
members are developing
economies. The WTO agreements
give them transition periods

] to adjust to WTO provisions
v and, in certain cases, provide
for practical support for
implementation of
the agreement.
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Foreign companies, investors and
governments should be confident
that trade barriers will not be
/ raised arbitrarily. With stability
and predictability provided
by WTO rules, investment is
encouraged, jobs are created
and consumers can enjoy the
benefits of competition,
such as lower prices.
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General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) which had
regulated world trade since 1948. Over the past 30 years,
the WTO has been instrumental in strengthening the global
economy, helping its members to use trade to improve living
standards, create jobs and support sustainable development.
The timeline below looks back at some of the WTQ's achievements
across 14 ministerial conferences.

T he WTO began life on 1 January 1995, succeeding the

— The WTO 2nd Ministerial Conference
is born on 18-20 May
1 January Geneva, Switzerland
1995.

Conference marks 50 years of the
GATT, bringing together world leaders
to debate achievements and challenges
of the multilateral trading system.

Conference
WTO holds first 9-13 November
Ministerial Conference Doha, Qatar

9-13 December
Singapore
Ministerial Declaration
renews commitment of
WTO to “sustainable growth
and development for the
common good”.

30 November — 3 December
Seattle, United States

Ministers reaffirm central
role of rules-based trading
system despite breakdown

in negotiations amid
public protests.
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4th Ministerial

Ministers launch new round
of trade negotiations — the Doha
Development Agenda.

3rd Ministerial Conference

5th Ministerial Conference
10-14 September

Cancun, Mexico

WTO welcomes Cambodia
and Nepal as first LDCs
to join organization since

its establishment.

6th Ministerial
Conference
13-18 December
Hong Kong, China
Ministers launch Aid
for Trade initiative
aimed at boosting

growth in developing
economies.
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10th Ministerial
Conference
15-19 December
Nairobi, Kenya
Ministers agree “Nairobi
Package”, including

CHAPTER 2

13th Ministerial Conference
26 February — 2 March
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates

Members adopt Ministerial Declaration
with forward-looking reform agenda.

Ministerial decisions cover dispute
settlement, needs of developing

economies and LDCs, e-commerce

abolition of agricultural
and other topics.

export subsidies, decisions
in support of LDCs, and
expansion of Information
Technology Agreement
to cover more goods.

8th Ministerial
Conference
15-17 December

Geneva, Switzerland
Ministers agree on expansion
of Government Procurement
Agreement, increasing market

access coverage.

12th Ministerial
Conference
12-17 June
Geneva, Switzerland
Ministers conclude
landmark Fisheries
Subsidies Agreement
aimed at curbing
harmful subsidies.
Geneva Package also
covers food security,
pandemic preparedness,
e-commerce and
other topics.

9th Ministerial
Conference
3-6 December
Bali, Indonesia

Ministers conclude
negotiations on landmark
Trade Facilitation
Agreement aimed at
easing flow of goods
across borders.

14th Ministerial
Conference
26-30 March
Yaoundé, Cameroon
Ministers adopt decisions
on small economies, special
treatment for developing
economies and fisheries
subsidies. They come
close to decisions on WTO
reform and e-commerce but
cannot reach consensus.

11th Ministerial Conference
10-13 December
Buenos Aires, Argentina
Ministers launch new areas of negotiations
and discussions, covering e-commerce,
investment facilitation and micro, small
and medium-sized enterprises.

7th Ministerial
Conference

30 November —
2 December

Geneva,
Switzerland

14~ Conférence

Ministérielle de FOMC

Stocktaking
conference reaffirms Snixterieia e FOM
WTOQ's contribution
to world growth
and commitment to
needs of developing
economies.
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