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1 ARTICLE 18
1.1 Text of Article 18
Article 18
Communications with the Panel or Appellate Body
1. There shall be no ex parte communications with the panel or Appellate Body concerning
matters under consideration by the panel or Appellate Body.
2. Written submissions to the panel or the Appellate Body shall be treated as confide ntia l,
but shall be made available to the parties to the dispute. Nothing in this Understanding s ha ll
preclude a party to a dispute from disclosing statements of its own positions to th e public.
Members shall treat as confidential information submitted by another Member to the panel or
the Appellate Body which that Member has designated as confidential. A party to a dispute
shall also, upon request of a Member, provide a non-confidential summary of the information
contained in its written submissions that could be disclosed to the public.
1.2 Article 18.1
1.
In EC – Bananas III (US) (Article 22.6 – EC), the European Communities indicated that it
could not accept the BCI procedures adopted by the Arbitrators, and that the Arbitrator should no t
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consider any BCI as to do so would violate Article 18.1 of the D SU, which prohibits ex parte
contacts between parties and panelists. The Arbitrator responded that:
"Since we are of the view that the procedures are reasonable in the circumstances, we
do not accept the EC argument that its decision not to receive information under the
rules we have established means that the United States may not submit the
information. Acceptance of the EC argument would m ean that a party's refusal to
participate in a proceeding would effectively prevent the proceeding from going
forward."1
2.
In US – Wheat Gluten, the United States indicated that domestic producers would grant
permission for the release of certain business co nfidential information provided that the
information was not divulged to representatives of the European Communities . The Panel
considered that "in light of Article 18.1 of the DSU and the position expressed by the European
Community in this case, it should not view the requested information under the conditions outlined
by the United States".2
3.
In Canada – Aircraft Credits and Guarantees, Canada provided certain information to the
Panel without providing a copy to Brazil. The Panel explained that:
"Having reviewed the parties' first written submissions, on 20 June 2001 the Panel
asked Brazil 'to provide full details of the terms and conditions of Embraer's offer of
financing to Air Wisconsin', and Canada 'to provide full details of the terms and
conditions of its Air Wisconsin transaction'. Both parties responded to this request on
25 June 2001. Canada failed to provide a copy of the information to Brazil on that
date. Instead, Canada 'ask[ed] the Panel to require that when this information is
provided to Brazil, its disclosure be restricted to officials of the Government of Brazil
and private legal counsel retained and paid for by the Government of Brazil who are
directly involved in this dispute settlement proceeding'. In a letter to Canada dated 26
June 2001, the Panel noted that Canada's letter of 25 June 2001 'was not copied to
Brazil, contrary to paragraph 10 of the Panel's Working Procedures'. The Panel fur the r
'note[d] that, with the limited exception of paragraph 16, its Working Procedures do
not provide for any special procedures regarding the treatm ent of business
confidential information. The Panel does not consider it appropriate to introduce such
procedures under the present circumstances, i.e., on the basis of an ex parte reque s t,
and without an opportunity to consult with Brazil'. For those reasons, the Panel
returned Canada's submission of 25 June 2001. At the first substantive meeting,
Canada informed the Panel that it had not intended to make an ex parte
communication, and that it was not seek ing to introduce any special procedures for
the treatment of business confidential information. On that basis, its letter of 25 June
2001 was entered in the record." 3
4.
In Korea – Certain Paper, in its second written submission Korea stated that it would
continue to serve its confidential submissions on Indo nesia subject to the understanding that these
submissions would not be disclosed by Indonesia to anyone other than the relevant Indonesian
government officials and to legal advisors of Indonesia who had ag reed to maintain the
confidentiality of information provided to them". Indonesia responded that Korea could not
unilaterally subject to conditions Indonesia's use of Korea's submissions in the preparation of its
case. Korea then requested the Panel to direct Indonesia to return to Korea all confidential
submissions made by the latter. Korea also indicated that it would serve non-confidential versions
of its confidential submissions on Indonesia. The Panel understood this proposition to mean that
Korea would submit full confidential versions of its submissio ns to the Panel, but that only nonconfidential versions would be served on Indonesia. The Panel considered that:
"In respect of Korea's proposal to withdraw its existing submissions and submit non confidential versions of those submissions to Indonesia, c onsidering the fact that
Article 18.1 of the DSU precludes ex parte communications between the Panel and a
party, we stated that while we would entertain any request by Korea to withdraw its
1
2
3

Decision by the Arbitrators, EC – Bananas III (US) (Article 22.6 – EC), para. 2.6.
Panel Report, US – Wheat Gluten, para. 8.10.
Panel Report, Canada – Aircraft Credits and Guarantees, para. 7.135.
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submissions or to redact from them certain information, in such a case the
submissions withdrawn or information redacted would no longer be before the Panel.
We further stated that we were fully conscious of the obligations placed on Members
by Article 6.5 of the Anti-dumping Agreement, and remain prepared to work with the
parties to design ways to protect any information treated as confidential by the
investigating authorities in the underlying investigation. Korea, however, failed to
request such procedures." 4
5.
In Turkey – Rice, the Panel requested certain information from Turkey. In response,
Turkey indicated that it could only provide the requested information to the Secretariat and the
Panel, but not the United States. The Panel explained that:
"The Panel was explicit in the documents it requested from Turkey, both after the first
and after the second substantive meeting with the parties. As noted above, in
response to the Panel's requests, Turkey expressed that its 'officials involved in this
Panel proceeding [did] not feel comfortable in risking information leaks a nd possible
criminal accusations of violation of Turkish law on confidentiality'. Turkey offered to
provide '"blacked-out" copies of [some] Certificates of Control only to the Panel and
after a clear understanding... that these documents would not be made available to
the United States nor to any other entity beside the Panel and the WTO Secretariat'.
However, the Panel cannot accept such an offer from Turkey, which is one of the
parties to this dispute. Indeed, the evidence requested by the Panel, as well as all
submissions under the proceedings at issue, fall under the provision contained in
Article 18.1 of the DSU."5
1.3 Article 18.2
1.3.1 General
6.
The Panel in Russia – Railway Equipment stated that "the parties are required to treat as
confidential information provided by a panel to parties or third parties, all the more so where such
information is marked as confidential."6
1.3.2 Disclosure of "written submissions"
1.3.2.1 Difference between "submissions" and "statements"
7.
In Argentina – Poultry Anti-Dumping Duties, Brazil informed the Panel of its intention to
make its first written submission (except the exhibits) available to the public, after providing
Argentina with an opportunity to indicate whether the submission should be revised to exclude any
information deemed confidential. Argentina objected and submitted that a Member is only entitled
to disclose written statements of its position. According to Argentina, Article 18.2 of the DSU
draws a clear distinction between "written submissions" and position "statements". The Panel
rejected Argentina's interpretation as being formalistic:
"On substance, we agree with Canada that Argentina's interpretation of Article 18.2 of
the DSU results in a formalistic distinction between the terms 'written submission' and
'statement'. In doing so, Argentina negates that a party's written submissions to a
panel necessarily contain statements of that party's positions. In our view, the first
two sentences of Article 18.2 of the DSU should not be read in formalistic isolation of
one another. Read together, and in context of one another, the first two sentences of
Article 18.2 of the DSU mean that while one party shall not disclose the submissions
of another party, each party is entitled to disclose statements of its own positions,
subject to the confidentiality requirement set forth in the third sentence of Article 18.2
of the DSU. We recall that a party's written submissions to a panel necessarily
contain statements of that party's positions. In our view, therefore, disclosing
submissions to a panel is one way for a party to disclose statements of its positions.
If a party chooses to make public the totality of the statements of its own position
4
5
6

Panel Report, Korea – Certain Paper, para. 7.17.
Panel Report, Turkey – Rice, para. 7.100.
Panel Report, Russia – Railway Equipment, para. 7.182. See also ibid. para. 7.181.
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contained in its written submission, it is entitled to do so, provided the confidentiality
requirement of the third sentence of Article 18.2 of the DSU is respected. Since
Argentina has not argued that Brazil violated its confidentiality obligation, we do not
consider that Brazil's decision to disclose the entirety of the statements of position
contained in its first written submission to the Panel (excluding exhibits) was
inconsistent with Article 18.2 of the DSU."7
1.3.2.2 Timing of the disclosure
8.
Subsequently, in the proceedings in Argentina – Poultry Anti-Dumping Duties, Argentina
withdrew its objection to the disclosure of Brazil's written submission. However, it did not agree
with the timing of that disclosure. According to Argentina, Brazil should not have revealed its
submissions until after publication of the Panel report. The Panel again disagreed with Argentina
on this point since, in its view, Article 18.2 of the DSU does not impose any time -limits for the
disclosure:
"Furthermore, we note that, by the time of our first substantive meeting with the
parties, Argentina was no longer arguing that Brazil was not entitled to make the
entirety of its written submissions to the Panel available to the public during the Panel
proceedings. Implicitly, therefore, Argentina ultimately agreed that Brazi l was entitle d
to make its written submission available to the public pursuant to Article 18.2 of the
DSU. Although Argentina argued that Brazil should not have done so until after
publication of the Panel's report, we find no basis for this argument in A rticle 18.2 of
the DSU. Article 18.2 sets no temporal limits on Members' rights and obligations
under that provision. Nor do we find any basis for this argument in paragraph 11 of
the Panel's Working Procedures, which concerns the preparation of the desc riptive
part of the Panel's report. We see nothing in this provision which would impose any
limits on rights accruing to Members under Article 18.2 of the DSU."8
1.3.3 Non-confidential versions of written submissions
9.
In US – Steel Safeguards, the Panel sent a letter to all parties including a series of
preliminary rulings on organizational matters. Among the issues, the Panel dealt with the United
States' request to require production of non-confidential versions of written submissions within 14
days following the filing of the written submissions. The Panel responded as follows:
"The Panel recalls that, although the production of a non-confidential summary is
mandatory upon request by any WTO Member, it is also WTO practice for panels to
leave parties to agree on the date for production of such summaries, if any deadline is
to apply. Accordingly, the Panel urges the partie s to agree as early as possible on
deadlines for production of such non-confidential summaries so as to ensure that
appropriate information relating to the present dispute is disclosed to the public."9
10.
In US – Washing Machines, the working procedures adopted by the Panel required the
parties to submit non-confidential summaries of the confidential version of their written
submissions to the Panel, "no later than ten days after the date of a reque st from a Member, or
the date the written submission in question is submitted to the Panel, whichever is later, unless a
different deadline is established by the panel upon written request of a party sh owing good
cause."10
1.3.4 Alleged breaches of confidentiality
11.
Regarding breaches of confidentiality in the form of leaking the interim report, see the
Section on Article 15 of the DSU.
12.
In Thailand – H-Beams, an industry association submitted an amicus brief which cited
Thailand's confidential submission. Thailand then claimed that Poland's private counsel may have
Panel Report, Argentina – Poultry Anti-Dumping Duties, para. 7.14.
Panel Report, Argentina – Poultry Anti-Dumping Duties, para. 7.15.
9
Panel Reports, US – Steel Safeguards, para. 5.3.
10
Panel Report, US – Washing Machines, Annex A-1, para. 2.
7
8
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violated WTO rules of confidentiality by providing Thailand's submission to the said association.
Although Poland and the lawyer concerned denied the alleged bre ach of confidentiality, the
Appellate Body rejected the amicus brief in a preliminary ruling:
"The terms of Article 17.10 of the DSU are clear and unequivocal: '[t]he proceedings
of the Appellate Body shall be confidential'. Like all obligations under th e DSU, this is
an obligation that all Members of the WTO, as well as the Appellate Body and its staff,
must respect. WTO Members who are participants and third participants in an appeal
are fully responsible under the DSU and the other covered agreements for any ac ts o f
their officials as well as their representatives, counsel or consultants. We emphasized
this in Canada – Measures Affecting the Export of Civilian Aircraft, DS70/AB/R,
para. 145, where we stated that:
'… the provisions of Articles 17.10 and 18.2 apply to all Members of the
WTO, and oblige them to maintain the confidentiality of any submissions
or information submitted, or received, in an Appellate Body proceeding.
Moreover, those provisions oblige Members to ensure that such
confidentiality is fully respected by any person that a Member selects to
act as its representative, counsel or consultant.' (emphasis added)
We note that Poland has made substantial efforts to investigate this matter, and to
gather information from its legal counsel, Hogan & Hartson L.L.P. We note as well the
responses from the third participants, the European Communities, Japan and the
United States. Furthermore, Poland has accepted the proposal made by Hogan &
Hartson L.L.P. to withdraw as Poland's legal counsel in this appeal. On the basis of
the responses we have received from Poland and from the third participants, and on
the basis of our own examination of the facts on the record in this appeal, we believe
that there is prima facie evidence that CITAC received, or had access to, Thailand's
appellant's submission in this appeal.
We see no reason to accept the written brief submitted by CITAC in this appeal.
Accordingly, we have returned this brief to CITAC." 11
13.
The Panel in Brazil – Aircraft (Article 21.5 – Canada II) rejected Brazil's arguments that
Canada had acted inconsistently with the requirements of the DSU or the Panel's working
procedures by providing advisers who were not designated as members of its delegation with
access to information submitted to the Panel by Brazil. A member of the Canadian delegation at a
meeting of the Panel with the parties had provided a copy of Brazil's written version of its oral
statement to persons who were not members of its delegation. Further, Canada had "shared
[Brazil's submissions and statements] with membe rs of a private law firm retained by a Canadian
aircraft manufacturer". The Panel advised as follows:
"In our view, it emerges from [Article 18.2 of the DSU] that Canada must keep
confidential all information submitted to this Panel by Brazil. 12 However, as the
Appellate Body has noted, 'a Member's obligation to maintain the confidentiality of […]
proceedings extends also to the individuals whom that Member selects to act as its
representatives, counsel and consultants.' Thus, the Appellate Body clearly assumed
that Members may provide confidential information also to non-government advisors.
We see nothing in Article 18.2 of the DSU, or any other provision of the DSU, to
suggest that Members may share such confidential information with non-government
advisors only if those advisors are members of an official delegation at a panel
meeting. Indeed, paragraph 13 of this Panel's Working Procedures expressly provides
that:
'The parties and third parties to this proceeding have the right to
determine the composition of their own delegations. Delegations may
Appellate Body Report, Thailand – H-Beams, para. 74.
(footnote original) This is subject, of course, to the provisions of the last sentence of Article 18.2 of
the DSU, which allow a party to panel proceedings to disclose to the public non-confidential summaries of the
information contained in the written submissions of the other party, if such summaries are requested.
11
12
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include, as representatives of the government concerned, private couns e l
and advisers. The parties and third parties shall have responsibility for all
members of their delegations and shall ensure that all members of their
delegations, as well as any other advisors consulted by a party or third
party, act in accordance with the rules of the DSU and the working
procedures of this Panel, particularly in regard to confide ntiality of the
proceedings. Parties shall provide a list of the participants of their
delegation before or at the beginning of the meeting with the Panel.'
(emphasis added)
It is apparent from the second and third sentences of paragraph 13 of the Working
Procedures that the 'other advisors' referred to are advisors who are not part of a
Member's delegation at a panel meeting. It is equally clear to us that paragraph 13 is
based on the premise that parties to panel proceedings may give their 'other advisor s '
access to confidential information submitted by the other party. Were it otherwise,
there would be no point in requiring parties to safeguard the confidentiality of panel
proceedings in respect of such 'other advisors'.
On the basis of the foregoing, we are unable to accept Brazil's argument that Canada
acted inconsistently with the requirements of the DSU or this Panel's Working
Procedures by giving advisors not designated as members of its delegation access to
information submitted to this Panel by Brazil.
In reaching this conclusion, we note, however, that, pursuant to paragraph 13 of the
Working Procedures, Canada must ensure that any advisors who were not members of
its official delegation respect the confidentiality of the present proceedings." 13
14.
In relation to the involvement of private lawyers, the Panel in Brazil – Aircraft (Article 21.5
– Canada II) indicated that it had no basis for questioning a confidentiality agreement between the
relevant private lawyers and the Canadian Government. For the Panel, confidentiality rules are no t
to be used by a panel to "stifle" necessary communication between Member governments and their
advisers, provided adequate safeguards are in place.
"We note Canada's statement that the members of the law firm whic h have had
access to Brazil's submissions have been part of its litigation team and have served a s
'advisors' to the Government of Canada. Since no members of a private law firm were
part of Canada's delegation to the meeting of the Panel with the parties , the private
lawyers Canada says were advising it fall within the 'other advisors' category within
the meaning of paragraph 13 of the Panel's Working Procedures. It was (and is),
therefore, the responsibility of Canada to ensure that those private lawyer s maintain
the confidentiality of the documents submitted by Brazil.
Based on Canada's representations, we also understand that the law firm in question
has an attorney-client relationship with a Canadian regional aircraft manufacturer.
We think that the dual role performed by the law firm -- as advisor to the Government
of Canada and attorney for a Canadian regional aircraft manufacturer -- places the law
firm in a particularly delicate position as far as the protection of Brazil's submissions,
statements and exhibits is concerned. In our view, it is crucial, in such circumstances,
that Canada put in place appropriate safeguards to ensure non-disclosure of
confidential information.
…
We agree that maintaining confidentiality in accordance with the obligations of the
DSU is important. On the other hand, in applying the rules on confidentiality we must
be careful not to stifle necessary communication between Member governments and
their advisors, as long as appropriate safeguards are in place. In the absence of
arguments and evidence to the contrary, we have no basis for questioning Canada's

13

Panel Report, Brazil – Aircraft (Article 21.5 – Canada II), paras. 3.5-3.10.
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representation that the relevant private lawyers are subject to a confidentiality
agreement with the Government of Canada."14
15.
In EC – Export Subsidies on Sugar, an association representing German sugar producers
submitted an amicus brief that disclosed Brazil's confidential information. Australia, Brazil and
Thailand requested the Panel to reject the association's brief. The European Communities did not
wish to comment.15 The Panel requested that the industry association identify the source of its
information, which it refused to do.16 The Panel, in a preliminary ruling, determined that there had
been a breach of confidentiality and refused to further consider the brief. It further stated:
"The Panel has come to the conclusion that a breach of confidentiality did occur in the
framework of these proceedings. The Panel is therefore concerned and deeply
deplores this breach of confidentiality and the disregard of a r equirement imposed by
the DSU and the Panel's Working Procedures. …
The Panel hereby reports the incident to the Dispute Settlement Body." 17
16.
In US –Upland Cotton, the United States requested that the Panel would note in its final
report that Brazil had breached the obligation of confidentiality of the Panel's interim report. Brazil
replied that certain press reports could not have obtained information form any Brazilian source
but could just as easily have been United States officials or other persons not connected to Brazil.
The Panel stated:
"Indeed, pursuant to Article 18.2 of the DSU, all panel proceedings remain confidentia l
until the Panel Report is circulated to WTO Members. Over and above the binding
treaty obligation of confidentiality in the DSU, the confidentiality of our Panel
proceedings was reflected in our working procedures adopted pursuant to Article 12.1
of the DSU. Therefore, we are profoundly concerned to observe that the confidentiality
has not been respected and that aspects of the Panel's interim report were disclosed,
as evidenced in various press reports brought to our attention by the parties. We
consider this lack of respect for confidentiality unacceptable." 18
17.
In Russia – Railway Equipment, it was found that the head of the delegation of Ukraine,
the complainant, had disclosed the position of Russia, the respondent, on one of the issues raised
in the dispute. The Panel found this to be inconsistent with Ukraine's obligation under Article 18.2:
"Ukraine disclosed Russia's assertion regarding the quality of Ukrainian rolling stock in
quite general terms. It did not disclose the time-period or any other specific
information contained in paragraphs 97 and 29. In the Panel's view, the general
information that Ukraine disclosed does not me et the definition of BCI as set out in
paragraph 2 of the BCI Working Procedures. However, this does not detract from
Ukraine's obligation to maintain the confidentiality of Russia's position as expressed in
its written submission and oral statement, as re quired under Article 18.2, and
paragraphs 2 and 4 of the Panel's Working Procedures.
For these reasons, by disclosing aspects of Russia's position, specifically with respect
to the quality of Ukrainian rolling stock, through the Facebook and Twitter accoun ts of
the head of Ukraine's delegation and the website of Ukraine's Ministry of Economic
Development and Trade, Ukraine has breached its confidentiality obligations under
Article 18.2, and paragraphs 2 and 4 of the Panel's Working Procedures." 19
18.
In a communication sent to the parties during the course of the proceedings, the Panel
addressed Ukraine's statement as to whether Ukraine was in a position to have private entities
remove the information at issue from their websites:

14
15
16
17
18
19

Panel
Panel
Panel
Panel
Panel
Panel

Report, Brazil – Aircraft (Article 21.5 – Canada II), paras. 3.11-3.15.
Reports, EC – Export Subsidies on Sugar, para. 2.20.
Reports, EC – Export Subsidies on Sugar, para. 7.82.
Reports, EC – Export Subsidies on Sugar, para. 7.98-7.99.
Report, US –Upland Cotton, para. 6.5.
Report, Russia – Railway Equipment, paras. 7.197-7.198.
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"24. The Panel is concerned, however, about Ukraine's statement in the same
communication that 'to the extent that such information has also been published by
private media outlets falling outside the control of the Government of Ukraine, as
Exhibit RUS-18 suggests, Ukraine is precluded from compelling such private entities to
remove published information from their websites'. It may well be true that a
government cannot compel private media outlets to remove published information.
However, this does not mean that Ukraine cannot take meas ures directed at
safeguarding the confidentiality of the disclosed information. Such measures could, fo r
instance, include (i) advising the relevant media outlets that the published information
was improperly released by the government and (ii) requesting them to follow the
government's lead and assist it in safeguarding the confidentiality of the information
by refraining from continued publication of the relevant information."20
19.
In Russia – Traffic in Transit, the European Union, a third party in the proceedings,
published its third-party submission and third-party statement at the first meeting of the Panel, on
the European Commission's website. Russia argued that by doing so the European Union
disregarded "the confidential nature of: aspects of the positions of Russia and certain third parties ;
contents of procedural documents; contents of the Panel's questions to the parties and third
parties during the first substantive meeting; information regarding the Panel's timetable; and
certain details relating to another ongoing dispute, Russia – Pigs."21 The European Union
disagreed, arguing that it regularly posts on the Commission's website the European Union's
written submissions and the written version of its oral statements and that, as required under the
third sentence of Article 18.2, it omits from those documents the information designated as
confidential by other parties.22 While acknowledging that its written submission and oral statement
posted on the Commission's website contained Russia's arguments, the European Union pointed
out that these were not redacted because Russia had not designated any of that information as
confidential.23
20.
The Panel ruled, first, that Russia's complaint under Article 18.2 "falls squarely" within its
jurisdiction inherent in its adjudicative function. 24 In rejecting Russia's claim of violation of Article
18.2, the Panel made several observations about the nature of obligations embodied in this
provision. The Panel pointed to the integrated nature of the four sentences comprised in
Article 18.2 and reasoned that, therefore, "it is necessary to read each sentence of Article 18.2 in
the context of the other sentences of that provision, as well as in the context of the other
provisions of the DSU."25 The Panel clarified the relationship between the first and second
sentences of Article 18.2, as follows:
"The scope of the right in the second sentence of Article 18.2 of the DSU informs the
nature of the confidentiality protection attaching to written submissions set forth in
the first sentence of Article 18.2. The first sentence of Article 18.2, in stating that
written submissions to the panel or the Appellate Body shall be treated as confidential,
requires that parties and other persons authorized to have access to the written
submissions to a panel or the Appellate Body, ensure tha t access to those submissions
is restricted to authorized persons who are similarly bound to treat the submissions a s
confidential."26
21.
The Panel in Russia – Traffic in Transit cautioned against an expansive reading of the scope
of the obligation in the first sentence of Article 18.2, noting that such a reading would render the
third sentence of this provision redundant:
"We consider that an expansive reading of the first sentence of Article 18.2, in which
the confidentiality protections attaching to the written submissions encompass also all
of the information that is contained in or derived from those documents (i.e. defences,
legal arguments, positions, opinions, facts and any other evidence), would render
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
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Panel
Panel
Panel
Panel
Panel
Panel

Report,
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Report,
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Russia
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Russia
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–

Railway Equipment, para. 7.199.
Traffic in Transit, Annex B-2, para.
Traffic in Transit, Annex B-2, para.
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Traffic in Transit, Annex B-2, para.
Traffic in Transit, Annex B-2, para.
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redundant the third sentence of Article 18.2. It is also difficult to envisage how, as a
matter of logic, it would be possible to provide a 'non-confidential summary' of such
information contained in the written submissions (understood in the expansive sense
above), as required by the fourth sentence. We note that the Appellate Body in US –
Continued Suspension reached a similar conclusion regarding the relationship betwee n
Article 17.10 of the DSU, which provides that the proceedings of the Appellate Body
shall be confidential, and Article 18.2. The Appellate Body explained that Article 17.10
must be read in light of Article 18.2, and that the third sentence of Article 18.2 would
be redundant if Article 17.10 were interpreted to require absolute confidentiality in
respect of all elements of appellate procee dings. In our view, the same consideratio ns
apply with respect to the interpretation of the first sentence of Article 18.2 in relation
to the third sentence of that provision."27
22.
The Panel in Russia – Traffic in Transit distinguished "information" from legal arguments,
positions and opinions, and did not consider that the latter could be designated as confidential
under the third sentence of Article 18.2:
"In addition, we note that the term 'information' as used in the covered agreements
refers to facts or other evidence, as distinct from legal arguments, positions, or
opinions of a party to a dispute. Moreover, the Appellate Body has previously
observed that questions of legal interpretation are not inherently conf idential. We
similarly do not consider that the legal arguments, positions and opinions of parties in
WTO dispute settlement proceedings are inherently confidential, or capable of
designation as confidential information under the third sentence of Article 18.2 of the
DSU."28
23.
The Panel in Russia – Traffic in Transit concluded that Article 18.2 does not preclude a
party from referring to the positions of another party, in disclosing its own statement to the pu blic:
"For the foregoing reasons, we do not consider that Article 18.2 of the DSU precludes
a party, in exercising its right to disclose a statement of its own positions to the public
in accordance with the second sentence of that provision, from making reference to
the corresponding positions of the other parties to the dispute. While a party
disclosing a statement of its own positions to the public may not refer to information
designated as confidential by a Member in accordance with the third sentence of
Article 18.2, the information eligible for such designation is limited to facts and other
evidence submitted to a panel or the Appellate Body and additionally exclude s any
information that is already publicly available."29
24.
However, the Panel in Russia – Traffic in Transit underlined that this right does not extend
to disclosing the entirety of another party's written submission:
"Our interpretation of Article 18.2 would not permit a party to disclose a statement of
its own positions to the public by simply appending the written submissions of another
party with the introductory words, 'We do not agree with the following'. This would
amount to a publication of the actual written submission of the other party, contrary
to the first sentence of Article 18.2 of the DSU."30
25.
On this basis, the Panel in Russia – Traffic in Transit concluded that the European Union
had not violated Article 18.2, and declined to take action against the European Union:
"We therefore conclude that the disclosures in the published version of the European
Union's third-party submission and statement of aspects of Russia's positions
concerning the measures at issue and defence under Article XXI of the GA TT 1994, as
well as aspects of the positions of other third parties, for the purpose of setting forth
the European Union's positions on those issues, are not inconsistent with the
confidentiality obligations contained in Article 18.2 of the DSU.
27
28
29
30

Panel
Panel
Panel
Panel

Report,
Report,
Report,
Report,

Russia
Russia
Russia
Russia

–
–
–
–

Traffic in Transit,
Traffic in Transit,
Traffic in Transit,
Traffic in Transit,

Annex
Annex
Annex
Annex
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…
In the light of the above, we find it unnecessary to take any action regarding the
European Union's published third-party submission and statement based on the
disclosure of aspects of Russia's positions concerning the measures at issue and
defence under Article XXI of the GATT 1994."31
1.3.5 Additional procedures to protect Business Confidential Information (BCI)
1.3.5.1 General
26.
In Brazil – Aircraft and Canada – Aircraft, the Panels, at the request of the parties, adopted
special BCI procedures that went beyond the protection afforded by Article 18.2 of the DSU.
However, the Appellate Body declined to adopt additional procedures to protect business
confidential information during the appeal process. The Appellate Body stated:
"[T]he provisions of Articles 17.10 and 18.2 apply to all Members of the WTO, and
oblige them to maintain the confidentiality of any submissions or information
submitted, or received, in an Appellate Body proceeding. Moreover, those provisions
oblige Members to ensure that such confidentiality is fully respected by any person
that a Member selects to act as its representative, counsel or consultant.
…
For these reasons, we do not consider tha t it is necessary, under all the circumstance s
of this case, to adopt additional procedures for the protection of business confidential
information in these appellate proceedings." 32
27.
However, the Appellate Body did adopt additional procedures to protect bu siness
confidential information in EC and certain member States – Large Civil Aircraft.33 In that
proceeding, the Appellate Body clarified that:
"[W]e recognize that, in Brazil – Aircraft and Canada – Aircraft, the Appellate Body d id
not consider it necessary, in the circumstances of those appeals, to adopt additional
procedures to protect information deemed sensitive by the participants. In doing so,
however, the Appellate Body did not suggest that the DSU, the other covered
agreements, or the Working Procedures precluded the adoption of procedures
providing additional protection; rather, the Appellate Body did not consider that such
additional protection was necessary in the particular circumstances of those
appeals."34
28.
In US – Anti-Dumping Methodologies (China), the Appellate Body highlighted the
difference between the general confidentiality rules envisaged by Articles 18.2 and 13.1 of the DSU
and "the additional layer of protection of sensitive business information that a panel may choose to
adopt". The Appellate Body clarified that, in the absence of a request for the additional protection
procedures, the general confidentially rules apply:
"On 16 February 2015, having been requested by the parties to do so, the Panel
decided to adopt additional working procedures for the protection of business
confidential information (BCI) (Additional Working Procedures on BCI). No such
request was received by the Appellate Body. At the beginning of the oral hearing in
these appellate proceedings, the Presiding Member noted that, while the Panel record
contains BCI, under the circumstances, the Division would assume that all information
in this appeal shall be treated as confidential in accordance with Article 18.2 of the
DSU. The Appellate Body has in the past highlighted the need to distinguish between
31
32

125.
III.

Panel Report, Russia – Traffic in Transit, Annex B-2, paras. 5.16 and 5.18.
Appellate Body Reports, Canada – Aircraft, paras. 145 and 147, and Brazil – Aircraft, paras. 123 and

33

Appellate Body Report, EC and certain member States – Large Civil Aircraft, paras. 17-19 and Annex

34

Appellate Body Report, EC and certain member States – Large Civil Aircraft, Annex III, para. 26.
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'the general layer of confidentiality that applies in WTO dispute settlement
proceedings, as foreseen in Articles 18.2 and 13.1 of the DSU' and 'the additional
layer of protection of sensitive business information that a panel may choose to
adopt'. The Appellate Body has further emphasized that, 'absent any request from the
participants, procedures for additional protection of BCI do not apply in … appellate
proceedings.' In this dispute, no request for additional protec tion of BCI has been
made on appeal. The Additional Working Procedures on BCI adopted by the Panel do
not cover these appellate proceedings and therefore only the 'general layer of
confidentiality' under the provisions of the DSU applies."35
29.
In EU – Fatty Alcohols (Indonesia), the Appellate Body set out the criteria for granting
additional protection for confidential information:
"On such occasions, it is the duty of the participants to request and justify the need
for additional protection of confidential information. While it is for the participants to
request additional protection of confidential information, pursuant to Article 17.9 of
the DSU and Rule 16(1) of the Working Procedures, it is for the Appellate Body,
relying upon objective criteria, to determine whether the information submitted by the
participants deserves additional protection, as well as the degree of protection that is
warranted. Such objective criteria could include, for example: whether the informatio n
is proprietary; whether it is in the public domain or protected; whether it has a high
commercial value for the originator of the information, its competitors, customers, or
suppliers; the degree of potential harm in the event of disclosure; the probability of
such disclosure; the age of the information and the duration of the industry's business
cycle; and the structure of the market.
Any additional procedures adopted by the Appellate Body to protect sensitive
information must conform to the requirement in Rule 16(1) of the Working Procedu res
that such procedures not be inconsistent with the DSU, the other covered agreements,
or the Working Procedures themselves. Moreover, the Appellate Body must ensure
that an appropriate balance is struck between the need to guard against the risk of
harm that could result from the disclosure of particularly sensitive information, on the
one hand, and the integrity of the adjudicative process, the participation rights of third
participants, and the rights and systemic interests of the WTO membership at lar ge,
on the other hand. Furthermore, a relationship of proportionality must exist between
the risks associated with disclosure and the measures adopted. The measures should
go no further than required to guard against a determined risk of harm that could
result from disclosure. When additional procedures to protect BCI are adopted, the
Appellate Body must also 'adjudicate any disagreement or dispute that may arise
under those procedures regarding the designation or the treatment of information as
business confidential'."36
30.
The Appellate Body in US – Tuna II (Mexico) (Article 21.5 – Mexico) made the following
observation with regard to the drafting of the public version of a panel report in cases where BCI
procedures are adopted:
"It is, moreover, for the adjudicator to ensure that an appropriate balance is struck
between the need to guard against the risk of harm that could result from the
disclosure of particularly sensitive information, on the one hand, and the integrity of
the adjudication process, the participation rights of third participants, and the rights
and systemic interests of the WTO membership at large, on the other hand. That
same balance must be struck by a panel in applying any additional procedures
adopted. This means, among other things, that, when considering whether to redact
information from its report, a panel 'should bear in mind the rights of third parties and
other WTO Members under various provisions of the DSU' and 'ensure that the public
version of its report circulated to all Members of the WTO is understandable.'"37

35
Appellate
Body Report, US –
36
Appellate
37
Appellate

Body
Tuna
Body
Body

Report, US – Anti-Dumping Methodologies (China), para. 1.13. See also Appellate
II (Mexico)(Article 21.5 – Mexico), paras. 5.3-5.4.
Report, EU – Fatty Alcohols (Indonesia), Annex D-1, paras. 3.2-3.3.
Report, US – Tuna II (Mexico) (Article 21.5 – Mexico), para. 5.3.
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31.
In Russia – Railway Equipment, the Appellate Body granted the participants' joint request
to treat the information designated as business confidential information (BCI) by the Panel as
confidential on appeal pursuant to Rule 16(1) of the Working Procedures. Specifically, the
Appellate Body stated:
"At the oral hearing, the participants jointly re quested the Division hearing the appeal
to continue treating the information designated as business confidential information
(BCI) by the Panel under its additional working procedures for the protection of BCI a s
confidential also on appeal. In particular, Ukraine referred to the protection of the
identity of individual producers, information regarding the certificates, and the specific
number of decisions at issue. No third participant raised objections in connection with
this request.
We recall that any additional procedures adopted by the Appellate Body to protect
sensitive information must conform to the requirement in Rule 16(1) of the Working
Procedures that such procedures not be inconsistent with the DSU, the other covered
agreements, and the Working Procedures themselves. Moreover, in adopting such
procedures, the Appellate Body must ensure that an appropriate balance is struck
between the need to guard against the risk of harm that could result from the
disclosure of particularly sensitive information, on the one hand, and the integrity of
the adjudication process, the participation rights of third participants, and the rights
and systemic interests of the WTO membership at large, on the other. This means,
among other considerations, that the Appella te Body should bear in mind the need for
transparency and 'the rights of third parties and other WTO Members under various
provisions of the DSU', and should ensure that the public version of its report
circulated to all Members of the WTO is understandable.
In the circumstances of the present appeal, we consider that treating the relevant
information as confidential does not unduly affect our ability to adjudicate this dispute,
the participation rights of the third participants, or the rights and interests of the
WTO membership at large. We note in this respect the absence of comments by
third participants regarding the participant's joint request, as well as the rather limited
information designated as BCI. Based on the foregoing, we grant the participants '
joint request to treat the information designated as BCI by the Panel as confidential
on appeal pursuant to Rule 16(1) of the Working Procedures. Accordingly, this
Appellate Body Report does not contain information designated as BCI by the Panel."38
1.3.5.2 Relationship between Article 18.2 and the Anti-Dumping Agreement
1.3.5.2.1 Designation of information as BCI by a non-WTO entity
32.
In China – HP-SSST (Japan) / China – HP-SSST (EU), the Panel confronted the issue of
automatically classifying as BCI, for the Panel proceedings, information submitted as confidential
information in the underlying anti-dumping investigation. The European Union argued that
designation of information as BCI could not be delegated to non-WTO entities or persons. The
Panel held that, given the relationship between the provisions of the Anti-Dumping Agreement and
the DSU, governing the treatment of confidential information, the confidential status of the
information provided in the context of an investigation would in some way continue to apply in
dispute settlement proceedings related to that investigation:
"We agree with China that the BCI Procedures do not detract from the ability of
Members to designate information as confidential under Article 18.2 of the DSU. It is
clear that the designation of confidential information in anti-dumping proceedings, as
provided for in Article 6.5 of the Anti-Dumping Agreement, is distinct from the
designation of BCI for purposes of DSU proceedings. However, we consider that these
designations are closely
related because in dispute s under the AntiDumping Agreement the Panel is not the initial trier of facts. Rather, according to the
proper standard of review, the Panel must review whether the investigating
authority's establishment of the facts was proper, and whether its evaluatio n of those
facts was unbiased and objective. The Panel's review must be based on the record
38

Appellate Body Report, Russia – Railway Equipment, paras. 1.11-1.13.
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developed by the investigating authority. The Panel may not have re gard to new
information that was not on the authority's record.
In our view, Article 17.7 of the Anti-Dumping Agreement reflects this relationship
when it provides that '[c]onfidential information provided to the panel shall not be
disclosed without formal authorization from the person, body or authority providing
such information'. We note that this provision is included as a special or additional rule
and procedure in Appendix 2 of the DSU, which prevail over the rules and procedures
in the DSU to the extent that there is a difference between these two sets of
provisions. We understand that, in the context of a dispute brought under the AntiDumping Agreement, the phrase 'confidential information' in Article 17.7 refers to the
confidential information previously examined by the investigating authority and
treated as confidential pursuant to Article 6.5 – and which is now provided to a
dispute settlement panel pursuant to Article 17.7. This understanding is supported by
the terms of Article 17.7 of the Anti-Dumping Agreement and Article 18.2 of the DSU.
Article 17.7 refers to confidential information provided by a 'person, body or
authority'; whereas Article 18.2 refers to confidential information provided by a
'Member'. In other words, Article 17.7 envisages that confidential information on the
authority's record – obtained from a 'person, body or authority' - may be provided to
a panel, and imposes on the panel a non-disclosure obligation similar to that imposed
on the authority by the last sentence of Article 6.5. Considering that a panel's review
is limited to the authority's record, in practice the designation under Article 18.2 of
the DSU should generally not arise in a case brought under the Anti-Dumping
Agreement, since the issue of designation of the information on the authority's record
is already addressed by Articles 6.5 and 17.7 of the Anti-Dumping Agreement."39
33.

The Appellate Body disagreed with the Panel's reasoning, and pointed out:
"As we see it, in its reasoning, the Panel conflated: (i) the conf identiality obligations
under the Anti-Dumping Agreement setting the framework for confidential treatment
of information that is applicable in the context of domestic anti-dumping proceedings;
and (ii) the confidentiality obligations applicable in WTO dispute settlement
proceedings. In addition, the Panel also conflated: (i) confidentiality requirements
generally applicable in WTO proceedings or in anti-dumping proceedings as foreseen
in the above-mentioned provisions of the DSU and the Anti-Dumping Agreement; and
(ii) the additional layer of protection of sensitive business information provided under
special procedures adopted by a panel for the purposes of a particular dispute.
Contrary to what the Panel appears to have suggested, whether information treated
as confidential pursuant to Article 6.5 of the Anti-Dumping Agreement, and submitted
by a party to a WTO panel under the confidentiality requirements generally applicable
in WTO dispute settlement, should receive additional confidential treatment as BCI is
to be determined in each case by the WTO panel."40

34.
The Panel in China – HP-SSST (Japan) / China – HP-SSST (EU) further explained that the
parties should not be required to provide an authorizing letter from the entity that submitted
confidential information in the underlying anti-dumping investigation, on the ground that provision
of information to the Panel did not amount to disclosure under Article 6.5 of the Anti-Dumping
Agreement:
"In addition, we consider there is a clear relationship between Artic les 6.5 and 17.7.
While the former provision regulates when confidential information may be discl osed
by investigating authorities, the latter provision regulates when such information may
be disclosed by a panel. As stated above, panels are not the initia l triers of facts.
Rather, panels review an investigating authority's establishment and evaluatio n of
facts. Thus, it would seem logical that a panel should be subject to similar nondisclosure obligations when reviewing the investigating authority's asses sment of the
body of information, including confidential information, available on the record of the
anti-dumping proceedings. In our view, this indicates that the 'provision' of
confidential information to the panel in the context of a dispute under the A nti39
40

Panel Reports, China – HP-SSST (Japan) / China – HP-SSST (EU), paras. 7.20-7.21.
Appellate Body Reports, China – HP-SSST (Japan) / China – HP-SSST (EU), para. 5.316.
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Dumping Agreement does not amount to its 'disclosure' under Article 6.5. Accordingly,
we do not consider that a Member 'providing' confidential information to a panel unde r
Article 17.7 of the Anti-Dumping Agreement would cause its investigating author ity to
violate its obligation under Article 6.5 not to 'disclose' that information."41
35.
On appeal, the Appellate Body declared "moot and of no legal effect" the Panel's findings
concerning the provision of authorizing letters, and did not make any further findings in this
regard.42
1.3.5.3 Table of proceedings in which additional procedures to protect business
confidential information (BCI) or similar procedures were requested
36.
The following table provides information on proceedings in which one or both parties
requested additional BCI or similar procedures. It is updated to cover proceedings in which the
report, award or decision was circulated prior to 31 December 2020.
DS No.

Dispute

Stage of
Proceeding

Decision on additional
procedures

Reference

DS18

Australia – Salmon
(Article 21.5 – Canada)

Article 21.5
panel

Panel adopted certain
additional BCI procedures,
but declined Australia's
proposed BCI procedures
(considered unnecessary)

Para. 7.7

DS27

EC – Bananas III (US)
(Article 22.6 – EC)

Article 22.6

Arbitrators adopted
additional BCI procedures

Paras. 2.2-2.7

DS46

Brazil – Aircraft

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Para. 1.10

DS46

Brazil – Aircraft

Appellate
Body

Appellate Body did not
adopt additional BCI
procedures (considered
unnecessary)

Paras. 103-125

DS54,
DS55,
DS59,
DS64

Indonesia – Autos

Panel

Panel did not adopt
additional BCI procedures
(party did not pursue
request)

Paras. 14.514.8

DS70

Canada – Aircraft

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Paras. 9.549.69

DS70

Canada – Aircraft

Appellate
Body

Appellate Body did not
adopt additional BCI
procedures (considered
unnecessary)

Paras. 125-147

DS103,
DS113

Canada – Dairy (Article
21.5 – New Zealand
and US)

Panel

Panel did not adopt
additional BCI procedures
(considered unnecessary)

Paras. 2.152.21

DS126

Australia – Automotive
Leather II (Article 21.5
– US)

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Para. 4.1

41
42

Panel Reports, China – HP-SSST (Japan) / China – HP-SSST (EU), para. 7.28.
Appellate Body Reports, China – HP-SSST (Japan) / China – HP-SSST (EU), para. 5.317.
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DS No.

Dispute

Stage of
Proceeding

Decision on additional
procedures

Reference

DS126

Australia – Automotive
Leather II (Article 21.5
– US)

Article 21.5
panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Paras. 3.2-3.6

DS166

US – Wheat Gluten

Panel

Panel adopted certain
additional BCI procedures,
but declined to adopt
additional rules proposed by
the United States (absence
of agreement)

Paras. 3.1-3.2
and 8.10

DS122

Thailand – H-Beams

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Para. 5.2 and
Annex 5

DS211

Egypt – Steel Rebar

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Para. 7.34 and
Annex 13

DS265,
DS266,
DS283

EC – Export Subsidies
on Sugar

Panel

Panel did not adopt
additional BCI procedures
(considered unnecessary)

Paras. 2.102.19

DS273

Korea – Commercial
Vessels

Panel

Adopted additional BCI
procedures

Para. 1.15

DS276

Canada – Wheat
Exports and Grain
Imports
EC – Approval and
Marketing of Biotech
Products

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Paras. 6.8-6.9

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Paras. 6.1796.182

DS312

Korea – Certain Paper
(Article 21.5 –
Indonesia)

Article 21.5
panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Para. 2.6

DS316

EC and certain member
States – Large Civil
Aircraft

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
and highly sensitive
business information (HSBI)
procedures

Para. 1.10 and
Annex F

DS316

EC and certain member
States – Large Civil
Aircraft

Appellate
Body

Appellate Body adopted
additional BCI and HSBI
procedures

Paras. 17-28
and Annex III.

DS316

EC and certain member
States – Large Civil
Aircraft (Article 21.5 –
US)

Article 21.5
panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
and HSBI procedures

Para. 1.23 and
Annex A-3

DS316

EC and certain member
States – Large Civil
Aircraft (Article 21.5 –
US)

Article 21.5
Appellate
Body

Appellate Body adopted
additional BCI and HSBI
procedures

Annex D-1

DS316

EC and certain member
States – Large Civil
Aircraft (Article 21.5 –

Article 21.5
panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
and HSBI procedures

Para 1.19 and
Annex A-3

DS291,
DS292,
DS293
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DS No.

Dispute

Stage of
Proceeding

Decision on additional
procedures

Reference

EU)
DS316

EC and certain member
States – Large Civil
Aircraft (Article 22.6 EU)

Article 22.6

Arbitrator adopted additional
BCI and HSBI procedures

Para. 2.4 and
Annex A - 2

DS331

Mexico – Steel Pipes
and
Tubes

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Para. 1.6

DS337

EC – Salmon (Norway)

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Paras. 1.101.11 and
Annex A-4

DS353

US – Large Civil Aircraft
(2nd complaint)

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
and HSBI procedures

Para.1.11 and
Annex D

DS353

US – Large Civil Aircraft
(2nd complaint)

Appellate
Body

Appellate Body adopted
additional BCI and HSBI
procedures

Para. 23

DS353

US – Large Civil Aircraft
(2nd complaint) (Article
21.5 – EU)

Article 21.5
panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
and HSBI procedures

Para. 1.18 and
Annex A-2

DS371

Thailand - Cigarettes
(Philippines)

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Paras. 2.3-2.4
and Annex A-1

DS371

Thailand - Cigarettes
(Philippines)

Appellate
Body

Neither participant
requested the Appellate
Body to adopt additional BCI
procedures

Para. 10

DS379

US – Anti-Dumping and
Countervailing Duties
(China)

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Para. 1.10 and
Annex E

DS381

US – Tuna II (Mexico)
(Article 22.6 – US)

Article 22.6

Arbitrator adopted additional
BCI procedures

Para. 2.2 and
Annex A-2

DS381

US – Tuna II (Mexico)
(Article 21.5 – US) /
US – Tuna II (Mexico)
(Article 21.5 – Mexico
II )
US - COOL

Article 21.5
panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Paras. 1.22 1.23 and
Annex A-3

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Para. 2.4 and
Annex E

DS384,
DS386

US – COOL (Article 21.5
– Canada and Mexico)

Article 21.5
panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Para. 1.11 and
Annexes A-5
and A-6

DS384,
DS386

US – COOL (Article 22.6
– United States)

Article 22.6

Arbitrator adopted additional
BCI procedures

Para. 1.13 and
Annex A-5

DS384,
DS386
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DS No.

Dispute

Stage of
Proceeding

Decision on additional
procedures

Reference

DS396,
DS403

Philippines – Taxes on
Distilled Spirits

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Paras. 1.7-1.8
and Annex G-4

DS414

China – GOES (Article
21.5 – US)

Article 21.5
panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Para. 1.11 and
Annex A-2

DS415,
DS416,
DS417,
DS418

Dominican Republic –
Safeguard Measures

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Para. 1.10

DS430

India – Agricultural
Products

Panel

Panel adopted additional
strictly confidential
information (SCI)
procedures

Para. 1.13 and
Annex A-2

DS435

Australia — Tobacco
Plain Packaging
(Honduras), Australia –
Tobacco Plain
Packaging (Dominican
Republic), Australia –
Tobacco Plain
Packaging (Cuba),
Australia – Tobacco
Plain Packaging
(Indonesia)
US – Carbon Steel
(India)

Panel

Panel adopted additional SCI
procedures

Para. 1.41 and
Annex A-2

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Para. 1.9 and
Annex A-2

US – Carbon Steel
(India) (Article 21.5 India)
Argentina – Import
Measures

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Annex A-2

Panel

Panel did not adopt
additional BCI procedures
because the complainants
failed to indicate the type of
procedural rules that the
Panel should adopt to
protect information

Para. 1.30

DS440

China – Autos (US)

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Para. 1.9 and
Annex A-2

DS442

EU – Fatty Alcohols
(Indonesia)

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Para. 1.7 and
Annex A-2

DS442

EU – Fatty Alcohols
(Indonesia)

Appellate
Body

Appellate Body adopted
additional BCI procedures

Paras. 1.121.13

DS454,
DS460

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Para. 1.10 and
Annex A-2

DS464

China – HP-SSST
(Japan) / China – HPSSST (EU)
US – Washing Machines

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Para. 1.10 and
Annex A-2

DS464

US – Washing Machines

Appellate

Appellate Body adopted

Para. 1.13 and

DS441
DS458
DS467

DS436

DS436

DS438,
DS444,
DS445
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DS No.

Dispute

Stage of
Proceeding

Decision on additional
procedures

Reference

Body

additional BCI procedures

Annex D

DS464

US – Washing Machines
(Article 22.6 – US)

Article 22.6

Arbitrator adopted additional
BCI procedures

Para. 1.8 and
Annex A-2

DS468

Ukraine – Passenger
Cars

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Para. 1.10 and
Annex A-2

DS471

US – Anti-Dumping
Methodologies (China)

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Para. 1.9 and
Annex A-2

DS471

US – Anti-Dumping
Methodologies (China)
(Article 22.6 - US)
Brazil – Taxation

Article 22.6

Arbitrator adopted additional
BCI procedures

Para. 2.2 and
Annex A - 2

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Para. 1.17,
Annexes A-2
and A-4

DS473

EU – Biodiesel
(Argentina)

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Para. 1.8 and
Annex A-2

DS475

Russia – Pigs (EU)

Panel

Panel adopted additional SCI
procedures

Para. 1.12 and
Annex A-2

DS476

EU – Energy Package

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Annex A-2

DS479

Russia – Commercial
Vehicles

Appellate
Body

Appellate Body adopted
additional BCI procedures

Annex D-2

DS482

Canada – Welded Pipe

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Para. 1.10 and
Annex A-2

DS483

China – Cellulose Pulp

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Para. 1.9 and
Annex A-3

DS485

Russia – Tariff
Treatment

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Para. 1.13 and
Annex B-2

DS486

EU – PET (Pakistan)

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Para. 1.9 and
Annex A-2

DS486

EU – PET (Pakistan)

Appellate
Body

Appellate Body adopted
additional BCI procedures

Annex D-1

DS487

US – Tax Incentives

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
and HSBI procedures

Para. 1.19 and
Annexes A-2

DS487

US – Tax Incentives

Appellate
Body

Appellate Body adopted
additional BCI procedures

Para. 1.8 and
D-1

DS488

US – OCTG (Korea)

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Para. 1.10 and
Annex A-2

DS491

US – Coated Paper
(Indonesia)

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Para. 1.9 and
Annex A-2

DS472,
DS497
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DS No.

Dispute

Stage of
Proceeding

Decision on additional
procedures

Reference

DS499

Russia – Railway
Equipment

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Annex B-2

DS499

Russia – Railway
Equipment

Appellate
Body

Appellate Body granted the
request to treat as
confidential the information
designated as BCI by the
Panel

Para. 1.13

DS504

Korea – Pneumatic
Valves (Japan)

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Annex A-2

DS505

US – Supercalendered
Paper

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Annex A-2

DS512

Russia – Traffic in
Transit

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Para. 1.11 and
Annex A-2

DS513

Morocco – Hot-Rolled
Steel (Turkey)

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Annex A-2

DS534

US – Differential Pricing
Methodology

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Para. 1.7 and
Annex A-2

DS567

Saudi Arabia –
Protection of IPR

Panel

Panel declined to adopt
additional SCI procedures

Para. 1.36

DS353

US – Large Civil Aircraft
(2nd Complaint) (Article
22.6 - US)

Article 22.6

Arbitrator adopted additional
BCI and HSBI procedures

Para. 1.28 and
Annex A-2

DS553

Korea – Stainless Steel
Bars

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Para. 1.7 and
Annex A-2

DS533

US – Softwood Lumber
VII

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Para. 1.7 and
Annex A-2

DS494

EU – Cost Adjustment
Methodologies II
(Russia)

Panel

Panel adopted additional BCI
procedures

Para. 1.9 and
Annex A-2

1.3.5.4 Public version of the panel Report in c ase of BCI
37.
It is common for panels to redact any BCI from the version of its report that is circulate d
to Members and the public.
38.
In Japan – DRAMs (Korea), several passages had been omitted from the public version of
the Panel Report because Japan and Korea had indicated that those passages contained BCI. The
European Communities, although acknowledging that BCI must be respected, claimed that the
Panel had dealt with it in such a sweeping manner that the Panel Report had become unintelligible
for third parties, and as a result its rights as a third party have been affected. 43 The Appellate
Body resumed the panels' duties in this regard as follows:
"While a panel must not disclose information which is by its nature confidential, a
panel, in deciding to redact such information from its report at the request of one or
See European Communities' third participant's submission, para. 10 (quoting Panel Report,
paras. 7.205 and 7.206).
43
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both of the parties, should bear in mind the rights of third parties and other WTO
Members under various provisions of the DSU, such as Articles 12.7 and 16.
Accordingly, a panel must make efforts to ensure that the public version of its report
circulated to all Members of the WTO is understandable."44
39.
In Russia – Railway Equipment, the Panel adopted BCI procedures. Ukraine, the
complainant, argued that certain information about the identity of Ukrainian companies and about
the situation in certain regions of Ukraine constitutes BCI. 45 The Panel first noted the Appellate
Body's prior pronouncements on this issue, and the definition of BCI in the procedures adopted by
the Panel:
"The Panel notes that in keeping with the Appellate Body's guidance, in considering
the parties' views on what information should be designated as BCI in the public
version of the Report, it will strike a balance between, on the one hand, the need for
protection of BCI and, on the other hand, the rights of third parties and other WTO
Members under the DSU and the need to prepare a public version of the Report that is
understandable.
The definition of BCI applicable in these proceedings has the following elements:
(a) a party has designated the information as BCI; (b) the designated information is
not available in the public domain; and (c) the release of the information would
prejudice an essential interest of the Member supplying the information or the entity
that supplied it to the Member. Information satisfying these three elements is entitled
to the special confidentiality protection afforded under the Additional Working
Procedures on BCI."46
40.
The Panel in Russia – Railway Equipment then noted that part of the information
designated as BCI by Ukraine was already in public domain, and considered that such information
did not satisfy the definition of BCI.47 In the Panel's view, for its final report to be understandable,
it would have "to disclose at least some of the information that is already publicly available, such
as the products concerned."48 However, in order to protect the confidentiality of information that
did constitute BCI, the Panel in its Final Report did not disclose the names of the Ukrainian
producers and certain other information.49 In the Panel's view, with this safeguard, the disclosure
of the information on the products concerned "would not prejudice an essential interest of any of
the entities that provided BCI to the parties, or of a party."50
41.
The Panel in Russia – Railway Equipment declined to treat as BCI information concerning
the safety situation in Ukraine, on the grounds that such information was in the public domain and
did not concern the commercial or business interest of companies:
"The Report also contains information regarding the security and safety situation in
Ukraine as well as references to specific regions in Ukraine. All such information is in
the public domain, as it is based on published media reports and a report of the Office
of the United Nations High Commissioner on Human Rights (OHCHR) submitted as
evidence by Russia. Moreover, we note that our Additional Working Procedures
concern the protection of business confidential information. Neither party has
substantiated that this information regarding the security and safety situation in
Ukraine and specific regions in Ukraine is relevant to the protection of commercial or
business interests of companies and hence is 'business confidential'. As this
information does not meet the definition of BCI applicable in these proceedings, we

44
Appellate Body Report, Japan – DRAMs (Korea), para. 279. See also Appellate Body Report, US –
Tuna II (Mexico) (Article 21.5 – Mexico), para. 5.3.
45
Panel Report, Russia – Railway Equipment, paras. 7.214-7.215.
46
Panel Report, Russia – Railway Equipment, paras. 7.218-7.219.
47
Panel Report, Russia – Railway Equipment, para. 7.220.
48
Panel Report, Russia – Railway Equipment, para. 7.221.
49
Panel Report, Russia – Railway Equipment, para. 7.221.
50
Panel Report, Russia – Railway Equipment, para. 7.222.
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cannot accept Ukraine's request to redact this information from the public version of
our Report."51
42.
The Panel in Russia – Railway Equipment declined to treat as BCI the entirety of the
information submitted in certain exhibits, noting that a document does not automatically become
BCI simply because it has specific contents that are BCI:
"Finally, we observe that the analysis set out in certain sections of the Report requires
references to the content of certain exhibits that the submitting party has designated
in their entirety as BCI. We do not disclose specific content of those exhibits, except if
we consider that the relevant content does not satisfy the three definitional elements
of BCI. Indeed, a document is not automatically BCI in its entirety merely because it
has some specific content that constitutes BCI. Were it otherwise, a party could
prevent the disclosure of information that is important to the understanding of a panel
report merely by reference to one discrete piece of information that is business
confidential."52
1.3.6 Public panel hearings
1.3.6.1 General
43.
In US/Canada – Continued Suspension, the Panel opened its hearings to the public at the
request of the disputing parties. Since this was the first time in GATT/WTO history that a panel
had held hearings open for public observation, the Panel deemed it appropriate to elaborate
further on the reasons why it agreed to open its substantive meetings for public observation. The
Panel saw no inconsistency with its decision to hold hearings open for public observation with
Article 18.2:
"Regarding the requirement containe d in Article 18.2 of the DSU that '[w]ritten
submissions to the panel … shall be treated as confidential', we note that, by opening
its hearings to public observation, the Panel did not disclose to the public the content
of the parties' written submissions. By making statements to which the public could
listen, the parties themselves exercised their right under Article 18.2 to 'disclos[e]
statements of [their] own positions to the public'. The Panel is mindful that, by asking
questions or seeking clarifications during the hearings with respect to written
submissions of the parties, it may have itself 'disclosed' the content of such
submissions. However, the Panel notes that at all times the parties retained the right
to request that specific statements of theirs not be broadcasted so as to remain
confidential and that, in this case, the parties had made their written submissions
public. The Panel notes also that Article 18.2 provides that 'Members shall treat as
confidential information submitted by another Member to the Panel or the Appellate
Body which that Member has designated as confidential.' We consider that this
sentence clarifies the scope of the confidentiality requirement which applies to the
Panel and to Members, and that panels have to keep confidential only the information
that has been designated as confidential or which has otherwise not been disclosed to
the public. Any other interpretation would imply a double standard, whereby panels
would have to treat as confidential information which a WTO Member does not have to
treat as confidential. The Panel also notes that, by requesting that the Panel hold
hearings open to public observation, the pa rties to this dispute have implicitly
accepted that their arguments be public, with the exception of those they would
identify as confidential."53
44.
In US – Tuna II (Mexico) (Article 21.5 – US) / US – Tuna II (Mexico) (Article 21.5 – Mexico
II), the Panel agreed with the United States' request for the partially open meetings in order to
publicly disclose its statements at the Panel's substantive meetings. The Panel explained that
Article 18.2 of the DSU covers written as well as oral statements and one party cannot simply
block another party's right to disclose its statements:

51
52
53

Panel Report, Russia – Railway Equipment, para. 7.223.
Panel Report, Russia – Railway Equipment, para. 7.224.
Panel Reports, US/Canada – Continued Suspension, para. 7.48.
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"We observe in this regard that, according to Article 18.2 of the DSU, nothing in the
DSU precludes a party 'from disclosing statements of its own positions to the public'.
According to the Appellate Body, this provision allows a party to forego confidentiality
protection in respect of statements of its own positions. The Appellate Body has
further confirmed that Article 18.2 covers not just statements in written form, but also
oral statements and responses to questions at Appellate Body hearings. The same
holds true, in our view, for oral statements and responses given at meetings of
panels. We further observe that Article 18.2 does not stipulate that a party may
disclose its statements only once, or only after any meetings of a WTO adjudicator
with the parties.
…
Mexico further seems to consider that in respect of meetings or hearings, the DSU
protects the confidentiality of the relationship between the parties taken as a group
and a WTO adjudicator, rather than between each of the parties and a WTO
adjudicator. We note, however, that Article 18.2 gives each party individually the right
to disclose statements of its own positions. Where a fully open meeting is to be held,
it is clear that all parties need to request authorization to disclose the statements of
their own positions that they wish to make at the meeting. This does not imply,
however, that one party can simply veto another party's request that it be authorized
to disclose statements of its own positions. Indeed, this is also the approach taken by
the Appellate Body in respect of third parties participating in its hearings (which the
Appellate Body refers to as 'third participants'). Although the Appellate Body has
referred to a relationship of confidentiality between 'the third participants' and itself, it
has authorized those third participants that so wished to lift the confidentiality of their
statements at the hearing, despite objections by other third participants. Thus, the
Appellate Body did not impose an inflexible 'all-or-none' rule for the lifting of
confidentiality. In our view, this approach is equally appropriate in respect of the
relationship between the parties and any WTO adjudicator. Indeed, it would be
incongruous to permit individual third parties to forego confidentiality protection in
respect of their statements (in those disputes where the parties have requested the
same) even as other third parties wish to hold on to that protection, but to withhold
that same opportunity from a party merely because another party objects to the
granting of such an opportunity. Put another way, when it comes to authorizing the
lifting of confidentiality protection for their statements, we consider that we should
treat parties no less favourably than third parties."54
45.
On appeal, Mexico challenged the Panel's decision to hold a partially open hearing. The
Appellate Body first rejected the United States' argument that this claim did not concern an issue
of law covered in the panel report.55 However, the Appellate Body declined to rule on this issue on
the grounds that Mexico's appeal did not directly relate to the matter at issue in this dispute, and
that Mexico requested the Appellate Body to make a ruling to clarify whether future panels and
DSU Article 22.6 arbitrators could hold partially open hearings.56
46.
In China – Agricultural Producers, the Panel departed from the reasoning of the Panel in
US – Tuna II (Mexico) (Article 21.5 – US) / US – Tuna II (Mexico) (Article 21.5 – Mexico II) and
declined the United States' request to partially open the meetings to the public. 57 In so concluding,
the Panel underlined the importance of parties' agreement as a factor to consider in accepting such
requests:
"Regarding the integrity of the panel process, and, in particular, the due process
considerations arising from the divergent interests of the parties, we believe that not
having consent from all the parties is a factor that should be heavily weighed by the
Panel. Although we are well aware that partially open meetings might be an option in
situations where one party does not agree to hold a fully open meeting, as was
54
Panel Reports, US – Tuna II (Mexico) (Article 21.5 – US) / US – Tuna II (Mexico) (Article 21.5 –
Mexico II), paras. 7.18 and 7.20.
55
Appellate Body Report, US – Tuna II (Mexico) (Article 21.5 – US), paras. 6.313 and 6.315.
56
Appellate Body Report, US – Tuna II (Mexico) (Article 21.5 – US), para. 6.319.
57
Panel Report, China – Agricultural Producers, para. 7.31.
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signalled by the arbitrator in US – Tuna II (Mexico) (Article 22.6 – US), we do not
necessarily agree with the reasoning presented by the arbitrator in those proceeding s ,
as discussed previously. In our view, if the Panel is going to exercise its discretionary
powers to adopt procedural rules, consent by the parties involved in the dispute
should be an important factor to weigh in its decision."58
1.3.6.2 Table of panel hearings opened to public observation
47.
The following table provides information on panel hearings opened to the public to date.
In some cases, the entirety of the hearings was open to public observation, whereas in others only
portions of the hearings (e.g. opening oral statements) were opened to public observation. It
covers those panel proceedings in which the panel report was circulated prior to 31 December
2020.
DS No.

Dispute

Dates of Hearings

US/Canada – Continued
Suspension

12-15 September 2005
2-3 October 2006

Panel Reports, US/Canada Continued Suspension, paras.
7.38-7.51

DS316

EC and certain member
States – Large Civil
Aircraft

20-21 March 2007
25-26 July 2007

Panel Report, EC and certain
member States – Large Civil
Aircraft, para. 1.13

DS316

EC and certain member
States – Large Civil
Aircraft (Article 21.5 –
US)

16-18 April 2013

Panel Report, EC and certain
member States – Large Civil
Aircraft (Article 21.5 – US), para.
1.20

DS353

US – Large Civil Aircraft
(2nd complaint)

26-27 September 2007
16-17 January 2008

Panel Report, US – Large Civil
Aircraft (2nd complaint), para. 1.15

DS27

EC – Bananas III
(Article 21.5 – US)

6-7 November 2007

Panel Reports, EC – Bananas III
(Article 21.5 – US), para. 1.11

DS350

US – Continued Zeroing

29 January 2008
22 April 2008

Panel Report, US – Continued
Zeroing, para. 1.9

DS294

US – Zeroing (EC)
(Article 21.5 – EC)

9-10 April 2008

Panel Report, US – Zeroing (EC)
(Article 21.5 – EC)

DS367

Australia – Apples

2-3 September 2008
30 June-2 July 2009

Panel Report, Australia – Apples,
paras. 1-18-1.19 and 1.51

DS322

US – Zeroing (Japan)
(Article 21.5 – Japan)

4-5 November 2008

Panel Report, US – Zeroing
(Japan) (Article 21.5 – Japan),
para. 1.6

DS353

US – Large Civil Aircraft
(2nd complaint) (Article
21.5 – EU)

29-31 October 2013

Panel Report, US – Large Civil
Aircraft (2nd complaint) (Article
21.5 – EU), para. 1.20

DS375,
DS376,
DS377
DS381

EC – IT Products

12-14 May 2009
9 July 2009

Panel Report, EC – IT Products,
para. 1.11

US – Tuna II (Mexico)
(Article 21.5 – US) /
US – Tuna II (Mexico)
(Article 21.5 – Mexico
II)

24-25 January 2017

Panel Reports, US – Tuna II
(Mexico) (Article 21.5 – US) /
US – Tuna II (Mexico)
(Article 21.5 – Mexico II), para.
1.20 (Partially open panel
hearings)

DS384,
DS386

US – COOL

14-15 September 2010

Panel Reports, US – COOL, para.
1.10

DS320,
DS321

58

1-2 December 2010

Panel Report, China – Agricultural Producers, para. 7.30.
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DS No.

Dispute

Dates of Hearings

Reference

DS384,
DS386

US – COOL (Article
21.5 – Canada and
Mexico)

18-19 February 2014

Panel Reports, US – COOL (Article
21.5 – Canada and Mexico), paras.
1.9-1.10

DS400,
DS401

EC – Seal Products

18-20 February 2013

Panel Reports, EC – Seal Products,
paras. 1.12 and 1.14

DS412,
DS426

Canada – Renewable
Energy / Canada –
Feed-in Tariff Program

27-28 March 2012 1516 May 2012

Panel Reports, Canada –
Renewable Energy / Canada –
Feed-in Tariff Program, para. 1.9

DS487

US – Tax Incentives

24-25 February 2016

Panel Report, US – Tax Incentives,
paras. 1.9-1.11 and 1.20

29-30 April 2013

5 April 2016
DS505
DS534
DS533

US – Supercalendered
Paper

21-22 March 2017

US – Differential Pricing
Methodology

12-13 September 2018

US – Softwood Lumber
VII

26-28 February 2019

13-14 June 2017
4-5 December 2018
16-18 October 2019

Panel Report, US –
Supercalendered Paper, para. 1.11
Panel Report, US – Differential
Pricing Methodology, para. 1.7
Panel Report, US – Softwood
Lumber VII, Annex-2

1.3.6.3 Appellate Body hearings opened to public obser vation
48.
For information on Appellate Body hearings opened to the public to date, see the Section
on Rule 16(1) of the Working Procedures for Appellate Review.
1.3.7 Article 22.6 proceedings
49.

In US – Upland Cotton (Article 22.6 – US I), the Arbitrator stated that:
"Article 18.2 of the DSU provides 'Members shall treat as confidential information
submitted by another Member to the panel or the Appellate Body which that Member
has designated as confidential.' The Arbitrator considers that the same rule also
applies to these arbitration proceedings. Therefore Members shall treat the
information designated by the United States as confidential, and are under an
obligation not to disclose it to anyone not involved in the proceedings. The Arbitrator
is also under an obligation not to disclose such confidential information in its
Decisions."59

50.
In US-Tuna II (Mexico) (Article 22.6 - US), the Arbitrator agreed with the United States'
request for the partially open meetings in order to publicly disclose its statements at the
Arbitrator's substantive meetings:
"We observe in this regard that, according to Article 18.2 of the DSU, nothing in the
DSU precludes a party 'from disclosing statements of its own positions to the public'.
According to the Appellate Body, this provision allows a party to forego confidentiality
protection in respect of statements of its own positions. The Appellate Body has
further confirmed that Article 18.2 of the DSU covers not just statements in written
form, but also oral statements and responses to questions at Appellate Body hearings .
The same holds true, in our view, for oral statements and responses given at
meetings of panels and Article 22.6 arbitrators. We further observe that Article 18.2 of
the DSU does not stipulate that a party may disclose its statements only once, or only
after any meetings of a WTO adjudicator with the parties." 60

59
60

Decision by the Arbitrator, US – Upland Cotton (Article 22.6 – US I), para. 1.33.
Decision by the Arbitrator, US – Tuna II (Mexico) (Article 22.6 - US), para. 2.19.
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51.
In US – Washing Machines (Article 22.6 – US), the Arbitrator declined the United States'
request to partially open its meeting with the parties to the public.61
52.
In US – Large Civil Aircraft (2nd Complaint) (Article 22.6 - US), both parties agreed that
the substantive meeting should be made available to the public to the extent that is was
reasonable to do so. Therefore, the Arbitrator adopted Additional Working Procedures for the
Substantive Meeting with the Arbitrator.62
1.3.8 Private lawyers involved in WTO dispute settlement proceedings
53.
The Panel in EC – Tariff Preferences addressed the issue of whether the joint
representation of the complaining party and a third party by the same legal counsel breached any
confidentiality rules under the DSU. The Panel considered that all Members involved in the dispute
settlement process have the obligation of ensuring confidentiality as required under Article 18.2
and Article 14.1 as well as the Working Procedures of the DSU. The Panel also noted that this
obligation extended to all representatives of the parties, including their legal counsel:
"As a general matter, the Panel considers that Members involved in the dispute
settlement process have the obligation of ensuring confidentiality, as required by
Article 18.2, Article 14.1 and the Working Procedures, regardless of who serves as
their legal counsel. Needless to say, this obligation of Members involved in the
dispute settlement process must be respected by all of their representatives, including
legal counsel. In addition, as a general professional discipline, it is the responsibility
of counsel to maintain the confidentiality of all communications between it and the
party (or third party) it represents. In this regard, the Panel again notes that bar
associations in many jurisdictions have elaborated rules of conduct dealing explicitly
with confidentiality between clients and their legal counsel. "63
________
Current as of: December 2020

61
62

Annex-3.
63

Decision by the Arbitrator, US – Washing Machines (Article 22.6 – US), Annex D-1.
Decision by the Arbitrator, US – Large Civil Aircraft (2nd Complaint) (Article 22.6), paras. 2.6-2.7 and
Panel Report, EC – Tariff Preferences, paras. 7.15-7.16.
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