Technical Barriers to Trade: Specific Trade Concerns Database

Read me file for the "TBT Specific Trade concerns database".
Variables 
"Item number" refers to the number of the STC as it appears in theTBT Information Management System
"Members maintaining"  identifies the countries against which the concern was raised 
"Members concerned"  identifies the countries that raise the concern
"First date raised" the exact date when the concern was raised the first time 

"HS_code" provides the HS code of the product to which the concern relate (note this may not be the product covered by the TBT measure).
The other variables in the excel file relate to the relevant documentation (minutes, notifications, etc. ) to obtain further details on the concern. 

Source of information

Information about the product covered by the concern is drawn from two different sources: TBT Committee minutes and WTO notifications (when available). Most of the time, the two sources identify the same product. When they diverge, we privilege the information from the minutes. The advantage of using both sources of information rather than simply the TBT Committee minutes is that notifications often already include the HS category of the product, while STCs don’t. Also not all measures subject of a concern have been notified to WTO, and a certain STC may correspond to several notifications. 
Information about product coverage might diverge, for example, when the product covered by the notified measure is an intermediate good. In this case, the concern might relate to the intermediate good, the final good or both. It may also be the case that notifications cover a broad range of products, while the concern raised by a country pertain only a subset of products covered by the measure. 
This database identifies the product on which a concern is raised and not the product on which the measure is imposed. Therefore, it excludes products that are included in the notifications, but that are not object of a concern as evinced from the minutes. However, when the minutes do not clearly define the object of a concern, all the products mentioned in the notification are assumed to be products of concern.  

As a general rule, when information available from notifications and STCs is not sufficient to identify the specific 4-digit HS code, only the 2-digit code is indicated. 
Note: each STC has a unique identifier, the item number. Since each STC might be related to one or several notifications and that notification might cover a broad range of products, the STC item number might appear many times in the database. 
Assigning HS codes

Most STCs, although identifying a product, do not provide a precise definition of the product concerned. Therefore, in order to assign an HS code to this product, some assumptions had to be made. In particular, when a STC refer to
1. Food-related products. A broad definition is in general used. This includes all HS codes at the 4-digit level from 01 to 04, 07 to 12, 15 to 22 and 33. Note that for:
a. Products containing or consisting of GMOs/ Transgenic food / Food derived from gene technology: broad definition of food at the 4-digit level is used.

b. Foods and food ingredients produced from genetically modified soya and genetically modified maize: recorded as missing value, because not in a position to identify all products derived from soya and maize.

c. Halal products: broad definition of food excluding swine meat, live animals and alcoholic beverages. 

d. Halal food: defined as Halal products excluded cosmetics.
e. Food products / foodstuffs: the broad definition of food is used. Cosmetics are generally excluded except if explicitly mentioned. Beverages are included except if they are mentioned somewhere else in the notification of the minutes. For example, if the text reads “industrial products, including food products, textiles and non-alcoholic beverages”, food products will not include beverages but alcoholic beverages will be included as a separate category covered by the measure.

f. Prepackage food: excludes live animals. 

g. Products of animal origins: STC 273. All HS codes at the 4-digit level from 02 to 05.  

h. Health food: HS 2106 in STC 124 and STC 182 (see, for example, G/TBT/N/CHN/321).

2. When Beverages are differentiated from food: 

a. Non-alcoholic beverages: 2201,2202, 2203, 2206, 2209

b. Alcoholic beverages: 2203-2208

c. Alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages: 2201-2209. Note that "Beer made from malt" (2203) and "Other fermented beverages" (2206) are included both in alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages.
3. Chemicals:
a. Chemicals: all organic (29), inorganic (28) and miscellaneous chemical products (38) at the 4-digit level are included. 
b. Dangerous chemicals, or toxic chemicals, or new chemical substances: the 2-digit levels of Chemicals are indicated.
c. Hazardous or dangerous substances:  the 2-digit codes from 28 to 38 are used. 

d. Chemicals but also materials or goods containing the chemicals (ex. STC 88), all HS codes from 28 to 38 at the 4-digit level are included.
e. Chemicals used as fertilizers (STC 197): 28, 29 and 38 at the 2-digit level and 31 at the 4-digit level are included.

4. Vehicles: 
a. Passenger vehicles: includes railway/tramway (860110, 860120, 860210, 860290, 860310, 860390, 860400, 860500), cars, buses and motorcycles and bicycles:  HS 8702, 8703, 8711, 8712. 

b. Passenger cars: 8703 (excluding 870310, Vehicles specially designed for travelling on snow)
c. Motored vehicles: 8701-8705, 8709-8711.
5. Herbal medicines: assumed to be medicaments, cosmetics or plants for pharmacy (1211).
6. Textile, Footwear, Leather and Leather products: 
a. Leather and leather products:
· Leather: HS 41, 42, 43 (at 4 digit level) and 6403 (Footwear with outer soles of rubber, plastics, leather or composition leather and uppers of leather), 6404 (Footwear with outer soles of rubber, plastics, leather or composition leather and uppers of textile materials) and 6405 (Other footwear).
· Leather and footwear: all the 4 digit HS codes 41-43, 64.
· Leather products: HS 42, 43 and 6403 (Footwear with outer soles of rubber, plastics, leather or composition leather and uppers of leather), 6404 (Footwear with outer soles of rubber, plastics, leather or composition leather and uppers of textile materials) and 6405 (Other footwear). Thus, it is the same as the leather category but excluding the raw material.
b. Textiles: HS 50 – 63, 65. Thus, textiles include the category clothing (61 – 63) and all the row material.
c. The only case related to Textile fiber is STC 61 but is only about one specific synthetic fiber (HS 550320)

7. Healthcare products: only cosmetics are included but it is probably not exhaustive.
8. Products containing certain substances: in the TBT Information Management System (IMS) (http://tbtims.wto.org), we usually have the chemical substance and not the product containing the substance in the field “Product (free text)”. However, when it seems that the concern is on the product containing the chemicals, the field has been replaced.
9. Electric and electronic appliances:
a. They are very difficult to classify. If nothing more is specified, only the 2-digit level is included: HS 84 (Nuclear reactors, boilers, machinery & mechanical appliances, computers) and HS 85 (Electrical machinery & Equip. & Parts, Telecommunications equip., sound recorders). Ex: Energy using products.
b. Electric household appliances: the ICS-HS correlation table has been used (see below). Domestic appliances have been adjusted to keep only electric products.
c. Information products / Information technology: ICS-HS correlation table has been used.

d. Batteries:  8506 is Primary cells and primary batteries while 8507 refers to Electric accumulators, including separators. Some cases have been found in which the first code is used and some other in which the second HS code is assign to batteries. Thus, in the database, both codes are included when no additional explanation about the kind of battery is provided.
e. Electric appliances that are used over 50V and below 1,000V (STC 49): it is assumed that all the domestic electric appliances at the 4-digit level might be included.

f. Equipment and its supporting products with voltage rating not exceeding 1500 volts for alternating current and 1000 volts for direct current (STC 297, G/TBT/N/CHN/140/Rev.1): it is assumed that all the domestic electric appliances at the 4-digit level might be included. 
10. Medical devices: ICS-HS correlation table has been used. 
	ICS description
	ICS code
	HS code
	HS description

	Medical equipment
	11.040
	9018
	Instruments and appliances used in medical, surgical, dental or veterinary sciences, including scintigraphic apparatus, other electro-medical apparatus and sight-testing instruments.

	Medical equipment
	11.040
	9019
	Mechano-therapy appliances; massage apparatus; psychological aptitude-testing apparatus; ozone therapy, oxygen therapy, aerosol therapy, artificial respiration or other therapeutic respiration apparatus.

	Medical equipment
	11.040
	9020
	Other breathing appliances and gas masks, excluding protective masks having neither mechanical parts nor replaceable filters.

	Medical equipment
	11.040
	9021
	Orthopaedic appliances, including crutches, surgical belts and trusses; splints and other fracture appliances; artificial parts of the body; hearing aids and other appliances which are worn or carried, or implanted in the body, to compensate for a defect or disability.

	Medical equipment
	11.040
	9022
	Apparatus based on the use of X-rays or of alpha, beta or gamma radiations, whether or not for medical, surgical, dental or veterinary uses, including radiography or radiotherapy apparatus, X-ray tubes and other X-ray generators, high tension generators, control panels and desks, screens, examination or treatment tables, chairs and the like.

	Medical equipment
	11.040
	9402
	Medical, surgical, dental or veterinary furniture (for example, operating tables, examination tables, hospital beds with mechanical fittings, dentists' chairs); barbers' chairs and similar chairs, having rotating as well as both reclining and elevating movements; parts of the foregoing articles.

	Sterilization and disinfection
	11.080
	8419
	Machinery, plant or laboratory equipment, whether or not electrically heated (excluding furnaces, ovens and other equipment of heading 85.14), for the treatment of materials by a process involving a change of temperature such as heating, cooking, roasting, distilling, rectifying, sterilising, pasteurising, steaming, drying, evaporating, vaporising, condensing or cooling, other than machinery or plant of a kind used for domestic purposes; instantaneous or storage water heaters, non-electric.


Additional remarks
· STC 280: in the notification 280, the code is HS 8413 but should be 5702.
· STC 142: STC 142 : the HS 1996 codes given in the notification have been converted to the HS 2002 nomenclature.
· STC 218: HS codes are provided but are national (specific to Ecuador). 
· STC 220 has been deleted as it was a duplicate of STC 219.
· STC 229: HS codes have been found in a Malaysian official document. 
· STC 279:  HS codes have been found in a Malaysian official document. The HS classification used was the one of 2007. A correspondence table has been used to get the codes in the HS 2002 classification. 
Appendix: ICS-HS correlation table used for Electric household appliances 
	Electric domestic appliances

	Kitchen equipment
	97.040
	8414
	Air or vacuum pumps, air or other gas compressors and fans; ventilating or recycling hoods incorporating a fan, whether or not fitted with filters.

	Kitchen equipment
	97.040
	8415
	Air conditioning machines, comprising a motor-driven fan and elements for changing the temperature and humidity, including those machines in which the humidity cannot be separately regulated.

	Kitchen equipment
	97.040
	8416
	Furnace burners for liquid fuel, for pulverised solid fuel or for gas; mechanical stokers, including their mechanical grates, mechanical ash dischargers and similar appliances.

	Kitchen equipment
	97.040
	8418
	Refrigerators, freezers and other refrigerating or freezing equipment, electric or other; heat pumps other than air conditioning machines of heading 84.15.

	Kitchen equipment
	97.040
	8419
	Machinery, plant or laboratory equipment, whether or not electrically heated (excluding furnaces, ovens and other equipment of heading 85.14), for the treatment of materials by a process involving a change of temperature such as heating, cooking, roasting, distilling, rectifying, sterilising, pasteurising, steaming, drying, evaporating, vaporising, condensing or cooling, other than machinery or plant of a kind used for domestic purposes; instantaneous or storage water heaters, non-electric.

	Kitchen equipment
	97.040
	8421
	Centrifuges, including centrifugal dryers; filtering or purifying machinery and apparatus, for liquids or gases.

	Kitchen equipment
	97.040
	8422
	Dish washing machines; machinery for cleaning or drying bottles or other containers; machinery for filling, closing, sealing or labelling bottles, cans, boxes, bags or other containers; machinery for capsuling bottles, jars, tubes and similar containers; other packing or wrapping machinery (including heat-shrink wrapping machinery); machinery for aerating beverages.

	Kitchen equipment
	97.040
	8428
	Other lifting, handling, loading or unloading machinery (for example, lifts, escalators, conveyors, teleferics).

	Kitchen equipment
	97.040
	8450
	Household or laundry-type washing machines, including machines which both wash and dry.

	Kitchen equipment
	97.040
	8451
	Machinery (other than machines of heading 84.50) for washing, cleaning, wringing, drying, ironing, pressing (including fusing presses), bleaching, dyeing, dressing, finishing, coating or impregnating textile yarns, fabrics or made up textile articles and machines for applying the paste to the base fabric or other support used in the manufacture of floor coverings such as linoleum; machines for reeling, unreeling, folding, cutting or pinking textile fabrics.

	Kitchen equipment
	97.040
	8452
	Sewing machines, other than book-sewing machines of heading 84.40; furniture, bases and covers specially designed for sewing machines; sewing machine needles.

	Kitchen equipment
	97.040
	8467
	Tools for working in the hand, pneumatic, hydraulic or with self-contained electric or non-electric motor.

	Kitchen equipment
	97.040
	8471
	Automatic data processing machines and units thereof; magnetic or optical readers, machines for transcribing data onto data media in coded form and machines for processing such data, not elsewhere specified or included.

	Kitchen equipment
	97.040
	8472
	Other office machines (for example, hectograph or stencil duplicating machines, addressing machines, automatic banknote dispensers, coin-sorting machines, coin-counting or wrapping machines, pencil-sharpening machines, perforating or stapling machines).

	Kitchen equipment
	97.040
	8481
	Taps, cocks, valves and similar appliances for pipes, boiler shells, tanks, vats or the like, including pressure-reducing valves and thermostatically controlled valves.

	Kitchen equipment
	97.040
	8501
	Electric motors and generators (excluding generating sets).

	Kitchen equipment
	97.040
	8502
	Electric generating sets and rotary converters.

	Kitchen equipment
	97.040
	8504
	Electrical transformers, static converters (for example, rectifiers) and inductors.

	Kitchen equipment
	97.040
	8506
	Primary cells and primary batteries.

	Kitchen equipment
	97.040
	8507
	Electric accumulators, including separators therefor, whether or not rectangular (including square).

	Kitchen equipment
	97.040
	8509
	Electro-mechanical domestic appliances, with self-contained electric motor, other than vacuum cleaners of heading 85.08.

	Kitchen equipment
	97.040
	8510
	Shavers, hair clippers and hair-removing appliances, with self-contained electric motor.

	Kitchen equipment
	97.040
	8514
	Industrial or laboratory electric furnaces and ovens (including those functioning by induction or dielectric loss); other industrial or laboratory equipment for the heat treatment of materials by induction or dielectric loss.

	Kitchen equipment
	97.040
	8516
	Electric instantaneous or storage water heaters and immersion heaters; electric space heating apparatus and soil heating apparatus; electro-thermic hair-dressing apparatus (for example, hair dryers, hair curlers, curling tong heaters) and hand dryers; electric smoothing irons; other electro-thermic appliances of a kind used for domestic purposes; electric heating resistors, other than those of heading 85.45.

	Kitchen equipment
	97.040
	8517
	Telephone sets, including telephones for cellular networks or for other wireless networks; other apparatus for the transmission or reception of voice, images or other data, including apparatus for communication in a wired or wireless network (such as a local or wide area network), other than transmission or reception apparatus of heading 84.43, 85.25, 85.27 or 85.28.

	Kitchen equipment
	97.040
	8518
	Microphones and stands therefor; loudspeakers, whether or not mounted in their enclosures; headphones and earphones, whether or not combined with a microphone, and sets consisting of a microphone and one or more loudspeakers; audio-frequency electric amplifiers; electric sound amplifier sets.

	Kitchen equipment
	97.040
	8519
	Sound recording or reproducing apparatus.

	Kitchen equipment
	97.040
	8520
	Magnetic tape recorders and other sound recording apparatus, whether or not incorporating a sound reproducing device.

	Kitchen equipment
	97.040
	8521
	Video recording or reproducing apparatus, whether or not incorporating a video tuner.

	Kitchen equipment
	97.040
	8525
	Transmission apparatus for radio-broadcasting or television, whether or not incorporating reception apparatus or sound recording or reproducing apparatus; television cameras, digital cameras and video camera recorders.

	Kitchen equipment
	97.040
	8527
	Reception apparatus for radio-broadcasting, whether or not combined, in the same housing, with sound recording or reproducing apparatus or a clock.

	Kitchen equipment
	97.040
	8528
	Monitors and projectors, not incorporating television reception apparatus; reception apparatus for television, whether or not incorporating radio-broadcast receivers or sound or video recording or reproducing apparatus.

	Kitchen equipment
	97.040
	8531
	Electric sound or visual signalling apparatus (for example, bells, sirens, indicator panels, burglar or fire alarms), other than those of heading 85.12 or 85.30.

	Kitchen equipment
	97.040
	8536
	Electrical apparatus for switching or protecting electrical circuits, or for making connections to or in electrical circuits (for example, switches, relays, fuses, surge suppressors, plugs, sockets, lamp-holders and other connectors, junction boxes), for a voltage not exceeding 1,000 volts; connectors for optical fibres, optical fibre bundles or cables.

	Kitchen equipment
	97.040
	8539
	Electric filament or discharge lamps, including sealed beam lamp units and ultra-violet or infra-red lamps; arc-lamps.

	Kitchen equipment
	97.040
	8543
	Electrical machines and apparatus, having individual functions, not specified or included elsewhere in this Chapter.

	Kitchen equipment
	97.040
	8544
	Insulated (including enamelled or anodised) wire, cable (including co-axial cable) and other insulated electric conductors, whether or not fitted with connectors; optical fibre cables, made up of individually sheathed fibres, whether or not assembled with electric conductors or fitted with connectors.

	Kitchen equipment
	97.040
	9009
	Photocopying apparatus incorporating an optical system or of the contact type and thermo-copying apparatus.

	Kitchen equipment
	97.040
	9405
	Lamps and lighting fittings including searchlights and spotlights and parts thereof, not elsewhere specified or included; illuminated signs, illuminated name-plates and the like, having a permanently fixed light source, and parts thereof not elsewhere specified or included.

	Laundry appliances
	97.060
	8415
	Air conditioning machines, comprising a motor-driven fan and elements for changing the temperature and humidity, including those machines in which the humidity cannot be separately regulated.

	Laundry appliances
	97.060
	8418
	Refrigerators, freezers and other refrigerating or freezing equipment, electric or other; heat pumps other than air conditioning machines of heading 84.15.

	Laundry appliances
	97.060
	8422
	Dish washing machines; machinery for cleaning or drying bottles or other containers; machinery for filling, closing, sealing or labelling bottles, cans, boxes, bags or other containers; machinery for capsuling bottles, jars, tubes and similar containers; other packing or wrapping machinery (including heat-shrink wrapping machinery); machinery for aerating beverages.

	Laundry appliances
	97.060
	8450
	Household or laundry-type washing machines, including machines which both wash and dry.

	Laundry appliances
	97.060
	8516
	Electric instantaneous or storage water heaters and immersion heaters; electric space heating apparatus and soil heating apparatus; electro-thermic hair-dressing apparatus (for example, hair dryers, hair curlers, curling tong heaters) and hand dryers; electric smoothing irons; other electro-thermic appliances of a kind used for domestic purposes; electric heating resistors, other than those of heading 85.45.

	Laundry appliances
	97.060
	8539
	Electric filament or discharge lamps, including sealed beam lamp units and ultra-violet or infra-red lamps; arc-lamps.

	Domestic, commercial and industrial heating appliances
	97.100
	8414
	Air or vacuum pumps, air or other gas compressors and fans; ventilating or recycling hoods incorporating a fan, whether or not fitted with filters.

	Domestic, commercial and industrial heating appliances
	97.100
	8415
	Air conditioning machines, comprising a motor-driven fan and elements for changing the temperature and humidity, including those machines in which the humidity cannot be separately regulated.

	Domestic, commercial and industrial heating appliances
	97.100
	8416
	Furnace burners for liquid fuel, for pulverised solid fuel or for gas; mechanical stokers, including their mechanical grates, mechanical ash dischargers and similar appliances.

	Domestic, commercial and industrial heating appliances
	97.100
	8509
	Electro-mechanical domestic appliances, with self-contained electric motor, other than vacuum cleaners of heading 85.08.

	Domestic, commercial and industrial heating appliances
	97.100
	8516
	Electric instantaneous or storage water heaters and immersion heaters; electric space heating apparatus and soil heating apparatus; electro-thermic hair-dressing apparatus (for example, hair dryers, hair curlers, curling tong heaters) and hand dryers; electric smoothing irons; other electro-thermic appliances of a kind used for domestic purposes; electric heating resistors, other than those of heading 85.45.

	Automatic controls for household use
	97.120
	8537
	Boards, panels, consoles, desks, cabinets and other bases, equipped with two or more apparatus of heading 85.35 or 85.36, for electric control or the distribution of electricity, including those incorporating instruments or apparatus of Chapter 90, and numerical control apparatus, other than switching apparatus of heading 85.17

	Cleaning appliances
	97.080
	8433
	Harvesting or threshing machinery, including straw or fodder balers; grass or hay mowers; machines for cleaning, sorting or grading eggs, fruit or other agricultural produce, other than machinery of heading 84.37.
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