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WTO ACCESSION DEVELOPMENTS – SECRETARIAT REPORT TO MEMBERS  

Lebanon:  Mr Jean-Paul Thuillier 

(France), Chairman of the Working 
Party on the Accession of Lebanon, 

thanked Members for joining in the 

consensus that had enabled the 
Chairman of the General Council to 

designate him as Chairman of the 
Working Party on the Accession of 

the Lebanese Republic.   He believed 
that there was a real opportunity to 

re-start the WTO accession process of 

L ebanon,  su bs t ant iv e ly  and 
meaningfully, and, drive it to 

maturity, expeditiously, under the 
appropriate conditions.   

 
He reported in detail on the recent 

WTO Mission that he led to Beirut on 
9-10 March 2016, accompanied by 

the Director of WTO Accessions and 

Mr. Mustapha Sekkate, Secretary of 
the Working Party. The objectives of 

the mission were threefold: (i) to 
review the state-of-play on the 

accession of Lebanon to ascertain 
the level of commitment and the 

technical ability of Senior Officials 

and Leaders in Government and 
assess support in the wider economy 

to re start and advance the WTO 
accession process of Lebanon; (ii) to 

establish clarity with Senior Officials 
in Government on the technical 

substance required in keeping with 

Access ion Acquis across 36 
completed accessions; and, (iii) to 

agree on practical "Next-Steps" based 
on a "Roadmap for the disciplined 

resumption and management of 
L e b a n o n ' s  W T O  a c c e s s i o n 

negotiations.  
 

The Mission Programme included 

meetings with the Prime Minister, 
H.E. Mr. Tammam Salam; Minister of 

Economy and Trade and Chief 
Negotiator, H.E. Mr. Alain Hakim; 

Minister of Industry, H.E. Mr. Hussein 
Haj Hassan; the Speaker of 

Parliament, H.E. Mr. Nabih Berri; and 

representatives of the Parliamentary 
Committees on Finance and 

Economic Affairs, Trade, Industry, the 
Economic and Social Council and the 

Chamber of Commerce.  The 
meet ings and consu l ta t ions 

combined both the big picture, that 

underscored the vital importance 
and the pressing necessity to re-start 

and conclude the Accession of 

Lebanon, as quickly as possible; and, 
the fine print.    
 
The Chairman noted that he had 

reviewed the results of the Mission 
with the Director of Accessions.  

Several points stood-out.   

 
First, on the big picture, the 

commitment of the Lebanese 
Government was total.  Beirut was 

not ambiguous about the priority it 
attached to its WTO accession.  

Lebanon was an open trading 
economy, historically – constantly 

referred to as the "first country of 

globalization".  After a seven year 
dormancy due in large measure to a 

range of challenges, all the key 
parties had reaffirmed commitment 

to WTO accession that would be a 
win-win-win: for the WTO, for 

Lebanon and to foster broader 

international economic cooperation.   
 

Second, Senior Officials and 
representatives of the Lebanese 

Government had underlined the 
necessity that the terms and 

conditions of WTO Membership 

should respond to domestic trade 
and development priorities to 

address and correct trade distortions, 
provide an impetus for accelerated 

trade and GDP growth and, create 
jobs, particularly in an economy with 

a population of 4 million, severely 
challenged by the influx of 2 million 

refugees, and rising unemployment.  

Senior Officials had confirmed, 
repeatedly, that Lebanon would 

remain an open economy, not only 
because of its historic legacy and 

imperatives but its belief in the 
benefits of open market economies.   

 

Third, on the part of the WTO, 
systemic messages had been 

conveyed and the WTO Delegation 
had also  reviewed the fine print on 

technical requirements for a re-start 
and advancement to maturity.   

 

The WP Chairman reported that he 
had stressed the point that WTO 

accession was an instrument for 

undertaking necessary domestic 
reforms, forging a trade and 

development compact with the 
international community, fostering 

international cooperation on a non-
d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  b a s i s  a n d 

strengthening the rules-based 

system, as a global public good.    
   

Director Accessions had reviewed 
with Senior Officials and the 

Negotiating Team, the technical 
requirements conditional for a re-

start, namely: (i) updated offers on 
market access for goods and services; 

(ii) an updated Draft Working Party 

Report, accompanied by a Legislative 
and Regulatory Action Plan; and, (iii) 

a Letter of re-affirmation and re-
commitment to the process 

addressed to the WTO Director-
General from Minister Alain Hakim, 

Chief Negotiator.   

In his assessment of the meetings in 
Lebanon, the WP Chairman 

confirmed to Members in the IGA 
that Lebanon was ready to resume 

and advance rapidly to conclusion 
with the support of all Members.  The 

Chairman appealed to WTO 

Members to be mindful of the 
challenges faced by this geo-

strategically vital economy of 4 
million citizens.  Furthermore, he 

urged Members to provide the 
Accession of Lebanon with their 

unanimous support in a range of 
ways.  He signalled Members that he 

would follow-up with them in 

different formats and configuration.  
If the Government of Lebanon 

played it s  part ,  technica l ly , 
substantively and expeditiously and 

Members provided support, the 
Accession of Lebanon could be 

concluded rapidly in the near future.   
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61st Newsletter 

Condolences and Solidarity 
 

The IGA held a minute of silence in memory of 
the victims of terror attacks in Belgium and 

Turkey.  
 
IGA Members conveyed their condolences to 

Belgium, the European Union and Turkey for 
the victims of terrorist attacks and expressed 

their strong solidarity.    

“ B e i r u t  r e - a f f i r m e d  i t s 
unambiguous commitment to re-
start and rapidly conclude its WTO 
17-year accession process. As 
Chairman, systemically, I believe 
that there is a real opportunity to 
re-start the WTO accession 
process of Lebanon, substantively 
and meaningfully, and, drive it to 
maturity , expeditiously”   
 

Jean-Paul Thuillier, Chairperson of the 

Working Party on the Accession of the 
Lebanese Republic 

Informal Group on Accessions Meeting — 24 March 2016 
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The Chairman stressed that it was 

critical that Members understand 
that the accession of Lebanon should 

be seen as part of the contributions 

by the WTO to the overall support 
being provided by the international 

community to the Government of 
Lebanon.  WTO membership terms 

should contribute to assisting 
Lebanon establish a solid foundation 

for its national prosperity and 

security, and the wider stability of the 
Mashreq and the European regions.   

 
The Accession of Lebanon would 

contribute to improving trade and 
GDP growth, welfare and job 

creation.  Improving economic 
welfare would assist Lebanon in 

coping with approximately 2 million 

refugees; that, in turn, would directly 
and indirectly mitigate migration 

flows outside the borders of 
Lebanon.  The WP Chairperson 

urged Members to be mindful of the 
big picture in engaging with 

Lebanon.   

 
On the next steps, the Chairman 

described the understanding that 
had been reached with Beirut.  The 

Negotiating Team would work with 
the WTO Secretariat to update the 

Draft Working Party Report and 

prepare a Legislative and Regulatory 
Action Plan.  The market access offers 

would a lso be updated in 
coordinat ion with the WTO 

Secretariat .   These updated 
Negotiating Inputs would create a  

platform for re-engagement with 
Members.  

 

Following re-engagement, the 
working plan would be to have the 

remaining bilateral market access 
negotiations concluded before the 

Summer Break to enable the 
Secretariat proceed with the 

consolidation of the bilateral market 

access agreements. 
 

Jean-Paul Thuiller informed Members 
that he envisaged a stock-taking 

meeting of the Working Party in 
June, to assess the state-of-play.   

 

In conclusion, he reminded Members 
of the history of Lebanon as one of 

the 23 original GATT Contracting 

Parties, of the GATT ‘47.  The 
Chairman considered it  “a historic 

anomaly” that Lebanon had not re-
integrated into the Multilateral 

Trading System sooner, given 
Lebanon's historic legacy of 

globalization, trade openness and 

integration, reflected in a huge 
diaspora that remains the source of 

substantial remittances to the 
economy of Lebanon.  The Chairman 

invited Members to assist Lebanon by 
facilitating the complexity of WTO 

accessions negot iat ions and, 
providing targeted accession-specific 

technical assistance and capacity 

building, including through Post-
Accession.  

 
Members intervened to express their 

full support for the re-start and 
expeditious conclusion of the 

Accession of Lebanon, as long as the 

technical requirements were met. In  
addition to the list of technical 

requirements, Members specifically 
requested for an Aide Memoire, 

identifying developments since 2009 
and also requested the update of the 

Questionnaires for the CVA, the 

TRIPS Agreement, Services, SPS, TBT 
and STEs.   

 
Bosnia and Herzegovina: The 

Secretariat reported to Members that 
the negotiating team of Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, led by Mr. Hamdo 
Tinjak, had been in Geneva on 1-3 

March 2016 to: (i) resume its bilateral 

contacts to advance the remaining 
four bilatera l market access 

negotiations; and (ii) meet with the 
Accessions Team (on 2 March.  

 
On 24 March, the Accessions Team 

held a stock-taking session with the 

WP Chairperson and the delegation 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina in 

Geneva, to review the current status 
of the work, in Sarajevo and the 

pending homework.   

 

The accession process of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina was advanced and 

technically mature. Strong political to 

conclude had emerged and there 
was impetus and momentum to 

conclude this Accession in 2016.   

Ambassador Ljubić-Lepine was 

technically engaged with Members 

with the support of the technical 
team from Sarajevo.   

 
However, there was still outstanding 

technical work to be completed.  
These included conclusion of the 

four remaining bilateral market 

access agreements; and, enactment 
of the remaining projects of law and 

regulation.  Furthermore, several 
technical inputs and updates were 

still awaited from Sarajevo.     
 

A follow-up cycle of bilateral 
meetings was envisaged for the 2

nd
 

week of April. Pending timely 

submission of inputs, no later than 
end-March, the next meeting of the 

Working Party could be convened for 
the end of May.  

Accession of Bosnia and Herzegovina — Meeting 
with Negotiating Team — 2 March 2016 

 

Azerbaijan: On 7 March 2016, the 
Chairman of the General Council had 

designated H.E. Ambassador Walter 

Werner (Germany) Chairperson of 
the Working Party on the Accession 

of Azerbaijan.   The new Chairperson 
was in the process of being briefed 

by the WTO Secretariat.  Baku was 

updating its Negotiating Inputs.   

Accession Working 

Parties—State-of-play 

Director General Roberto Azevêdo had stated the importance 

of post-accession support for acceding governments, in his 
2015 Annual Report on Accessions and at the Nairobi 

Ministerial Conference.  The Secretariat was mindful of this 

commitment to acceding governments, particularly, the most 
vulnerable ones. The Secretariat was in close and active follow-

up on the ratification processes in Afghanistan and Liberia. 
In parallel, the Accessions Team was assisting both 

Governments in their post-accession implementation efforts; 
including the preparation of the first notifications in areas 

where their obligations would start on Day One of WTO 

Membership. The Accessions Division was also in 
communication with bilateral and multilateral partners to 

coordinate post-accession efforts. The objective was that 
Afghanistan and Liberia are prepared to take full advantage of 

their WTO Membership. The Director Accessions thanked 
China for dedicating resources for post-accession support, 

under the “China Programme”.   

As part of the follow-up from the recent WTO mission to Beirut, 

the Secretariat would work to coordinate a Post-Accession 

Implementation Strategy Plan for Lebanon, with relevant 
agencies, notably the World Bank, the International Trade 

Center (ITC) and, UNCTAD.  

Post-Accession 

Mission to Beirut — Meeting with  Prime Minister, 
H.E. Mr. Tammam Salam; Minister of Economy and 
Trade and Chief Negotiator, H.E. Mr. Alain Hakim; 
Minister of Industry, H.E. Mr. Hussein Haj Hassan 

and the Chamber of Commerce—9-10 March 2016 

Mission to Beirut—Meeting with  the Speaker of 
Parliament, H.E. Mr. Nabih Berri and the Economic 

and Social Council  - 9-10 March 2016 
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Technical Assistance 

and Outreach Activities 

WTO/UNECE Regional Trade Policy 

Forum for Central Asia 
 

The WTO/UNECE Trade Policy 

Forum on Central Asia and the 
Multilateral Trading System has been 

scheduled from 11 to 13 May in 
Ashgabat, Turkmenistan. The 

participation had been confirmed of 
most of the Chief Negotiators from 

the region - Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, 

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, 

plus Iran.   

Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA) - Adjustment of the 
Template for the Memorandum of the Foreign Trade Regime 

(MFTR) and the Draft Working Party Report (DWPR)  

The Director Accessions informed 

Members that the Secretariat had 
adjusted the Template Structure of 

the Memorandum on the Foreign 

Trade Regime and the Draft Working 
Party Report, so as to include an 

entry on the Trade Facilitation 
Agreement, which, pursuant to the 

Protocol Amending the Marrakesh 
Agreement adopted by the General 

council on 27 November 2014 (WT/

L/940), had been inserted into 
Annex 1A of the WTO Agreement.  

Hence, in the Template of the MFTR 

and the Draft WP Report, a new 
"tiret" entitled "Trade Facilitation 

Agreement" would be added under 

"Chapter IV: Policies Affecting Trade 
in Goods", after "Trading Rights". The 

adjusted structure would initially 
appear in the Draft Report of the 

Working Party on the Accession of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina. The 

proposed structure would be 

circulated to Members. 

Retirements and rotations 

The IGA bid farewell to Mr Thiago 

Couto Carneiro (Brazil) 

“In times when the WTO is questioned about 
its ability to reach agreements, we here in the 
IGA can always be proud of the fact that the 
accession is perhaps the only instance in this 
Organization that never ceases to negotiate, 
and bears fruits year after year.” 
 

Thiago Couto Carneiro 
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List of WTO Accessions Working Party Chairpersons 

No. Government 
Date Working Party 

established WP Chairperson 

1. Algeria 17 June 1987 H.E. Mr Alberto Pedro D'Alotto (Argentina) 

 2. Andorra 22 October 1997 Pending 

 3. Azerbaijan 16 July 1997 H.E. Dr. Walter Werner (Germany) 

4.  The Bahamas 18 July 2001 H.E. Mr Wayne McCook (Jamaica) 

5.  Belarus 27 October 1993 H.E. Mr Haluk Ilicak (Turkey) 

 6. Bhutan* 6 October 1999 H.E. Mr Thomas Hajnoczi (Austria) 

7.  Bosnia and Herzegovina 15 July 1999 H.E. Dr. Rajmund Kiss (Hungary) 

 8. Comoros, Union of the* 9 October 2007 H.E. Mr Luis Enrique Chávez Basagoitia (Peru) 

 9. Equatorial Guinea* 5 February 2008 Pending 

 10. Ethiopia* 10 February 2002 H.E. Dr. Steffen Smidt (Denmark) 

 11. Iran 26 May 2005 Pending 

 12. Iraq 13 December 2004 H.E. Mr Omar Hilale (Morocco) 

13.  Lebanese Republic 14 April 1999 Mr Jean-Paul Thuillier (France) 

 14. Libya 27 July 2004 Mr Victor Echevarría Ugarte (Spain) 

15.  Sao Tomé and Principe* 26 May 2005 Pending 

 16. Serbia 15 February 2005 H.E. Mrs Marie-Claire Swärd Capra (Sweden) 

 17. Sudan* 25 October 1994 Pending 

 18. Syrian Arab Republic 4 May 2010 Pending 

 19. Uzbekistan 21 December 1994 H.E. Mr Seokyoung Choi (Korea) 

* Least-developed country (LDC) 
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DATE WORKING PARTY MEETING STATUS ROOM 

Thursday, 24 March 2016 IGA 
3rd Informal Group on Accessions 

(9:00-10:00) 
Convening Fax dated 

17/03/2016 refers E 

[Tuesday, 26 April  2016] IGA 
4th  Informal Group on Accessions  

(9:00-10:00) 
Convening Notice pending E 

[End April / Mid May]   Bosnia and Herzegovina 13th Meeting of the Working Party on the 

Accession of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Convening Notice pending TBC 

[Early July / Mid July]  Bosnia and Herzegovina 14th Meeting of the Working Party on the 

Accession of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Convening Notice pending TBC 

[Week of 26 September or Week 

of 3 October] Bosnia and Herzegovina 15th Meeting of the Working Party on the 

Accession of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Convening Notice pending TBC 

[First Semester] The Bahamas 3
rd

 Meeting of the Working Party on the 

Accession of the Bahamas 
Convening Notice pending TBC 

[First half of June] Lebanese Republic 
18th Meeting of the Working Party on the 

Accession of the Lebanese Republic 
Convening Notice pending TBC 

 Accession Working Parties  Evolving Calendar of Accession Meetings (ECAM) 

 Accession Working Party Chairpersons    Accession Commitments Database (ACDB)  

 WTO Director-General's Annual Reports on Accessions    WTO Accessions Internship - "China Programme" 

 Handbook on Accessions to the WTO   Accession processes of Article XII Members, click here  

 Accession-Related Technical Assistance Activities  WTO Accessions Newsletters 

 Accession Portal on the WTO Website (En, Fr, Es)    

Contact the WTO Accessions Division Secretariat: accessions.newsletter@wto.org 

 Should you wish to unsubscribe from this Newsletter, please reply to accessions.newsletter@wto.org with "Remove" in the subject 

Evolving Calendar of Accessions Meeting (ECAM) 

Accessions Toolbox 
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