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WTO ACCESSION DEVELOPMENTS – SECRETARIAT REPORT TO MEMBERS  

Bosnia and Herzegovina:  The 

Director Accessions reported to 
Members that the accession of 

Bosnia and Herzegovina was 

maturing and approaching its final 
stage. Assistant Minister Almir 

Šahović and the Negotiating Team of 
BIH were in Geneva from 18 to 

20 April 2016 to engage in a 2
nd

 

round of bilateral negotiations this 
year to advance the remaining 

bilateral MA negotiat ions to 
conclusion.  The 1

st
 round of bilateral 

negotiations this year took place 
from 1 to 3 March 2016.   

 

Minister Šahović met with the 
WTO Director-General (on 19 April) 

t o  re -a f f i r m t he  h i g h - lev e l 
commitment by Sarajevo and the 

mandate to conclude.  The Team 

from Sarajevo worked with the WTO 
Secretariat on the emerging 

component s  o f  Bosn ia  and 
Herzegovina's draft Accession 

Package; undertaking the legal scrub 
of the Draft WP Report.  A meeting 

was held with the WP Chairman to 
review "Next Steps", over the 

following weeks, to bring this 

accession to a conclusion with the 
Members' support.   

 
The IGA was informed that the Draft 

Working Party Report (DWPR) had 
been updated with all relevant trade 

and economic developments, since 

the effective re -start of the 
process.  The Q&A with Members 

h a d  a l s o  b e e n  f a c t u a l l y 
reflected.  The updated DWPR was 

clean, with the exception of a specific 
draft paragraph on trading rights 

that was in the process of 

reconciliation.  There were a total 
number of 325 paragraphs, of which 

38 were specific commitment 
paragraphs.   

 

The report to Members underlined 

that the update included draft 
commitment paragraphs on the 

Trade Facilitation Agreement  and 

the acceptance of the Amendment of 
the TRIPS Agreement by Sarajevo. 

Bosnia and Herzegovina would be 
the first acceding government to 

accept these commitments in its 
accession protocol. Members were 

advised that the Legislative Action 

Plan (LAP) had also been factually 
updated.  The plan is to circulate the 

DWPR and the revised LAP on 
Friday, 29 April 2016.   

 
Although progress has been made 

on Bilateral Market Access (MA) 
Negotiations, three bilateral MA 

n e g o t i a t i o n s  r e m a i n e d 

outstanding.  However, significant 
progress had been registered in the 

April (second) round of negotiations 
just concluded.  Director Accessions 

reported that these outstanding 
bilaterals were in their final stages.    

 

On the current roadmap, which the 
WP chairperson, H.E. Ambassador 

Rajmund Kiss (Hungary), had shared 
with Members in the IGA in January, 

all Bilateral Agreements were 
scheduled for deposit with the 

Director-General by mid-May.  

This would enable the WTO 
Secretariat to proceed with the 

consolidation of the Draft Goods and 
Services Schedules for circulation to 

Signatory Members in mid-June.   
 

The Technical Verification Meetings 

(TVMs) were envisaged to convene 
in  June.  At the June Cycle, the plan 

was to verify the Draft Schedules and 

review the Draft Report of the WP.  
This would prepare the ground for a 

final cycle of meetings on the 
Accession of BIH in the month of 

July.    
 

The Director Accessions informed the 

IGA that Indonesia had decided to 
withdraw its request for bilateral 

negotiations on 8 April 2016 and 
commended Indonesia for this 

contribution, which had the effect of 
not prolonging the bilateral 

negotiations and hence facilitating 
timely conclusion.   

 

At the request of Sarajevo, the 
WP Chairperson, Director Accessions 

and the WP Secretary would travel to 
Sarajevo to engage with stakeholders 

and explain the Draft Accession 
Package, in accordance with long-

standing accession practice, before 

the final WP Meeting.    
 

M e m b e r s  c o m m e n d e d  t h e 
engagement by Sarajevo.  An inquiry 

was made on the amendment to the 
Law on “Internal Trade of the 

F e d e r a t i o n  o f  B o s n i a  a n d 

Herzegovina”. Members requested 
that this draft amended law be 

shared with the WP so that they 
could review and consider the law 

that Sarajevo intends to enact in 
2016.   The Secretariat confirmed 

that the draft law would be 
circulated, via a Notice of Legislation.   
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Accessions Strategic Objectives 

 Domestic reform instrument  

 Systemic update 

 Market access expansion 

 International cooperation for trade 

 

“Sarajevo can count on the WTO 
and me, and we count on 
Sarajevo to do the necessary to 
continue advancing its accession 
negotiations…. Based on the 
current pace and facts, the 
technical work on this accession 
could be completed by the 
Summer break.  ”   
 

Roberto Azevêdo,  

WTO Director-General 

Accession of Bosnia and Herzegovina— Bilateral Meeting of 
Ambassador Lucija Ljubić-Lepine , Permanent Representative  

(BIH) and  Deputy Minister Nataliia Mykolska (Ukraine) - 
Geneva, 21 April 2016 

Stay connected 

                   

 

Accession of Bosnia and Herzegovina— Working session of the WTO Secretariat and the 
Negotiating Team—Geneva,19 April 2016 

Accession of Bosnia and Herzegovina — Meeting of WTO 
Director-General Azevêdo with Ambassador Lucija Ljubić-Lepine 

and Minister Almir Šahović—Geneva,19 April 2016  

https://twitter.com/wto?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.facebook.com/worldtradeorganization
https://twitter.com/wto?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor


Azerbaijan: Baku had submitted 
replies to Members' questions, a 

revised Legislative Action Plan and 

a c c o m p a n y i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n . 
The Secretariat had reviewed the 

inputs and requested some 
clarification and submission of some 

outstanding legal instruments.  
These documents would be 

circulated, as soon as Baku clarified 

the issues in question and submitted 
required legislation.  On 14 March, 

the Secretariat Team briefed the new 
WP Chairperson, Ambassador Walter 

Werner (Germany). In accordance 
with accession practice, Ambassador 

Werner would address a letter to the 
Chief Negotiator of Azerbaijan to 

describe the negotiating state-of-play 

and enquire as to how the Acceding 
Government would like to proceed.   

 
Belarus:  Minsk had been in touch 

with the Accessions Division to 
communicate that a decision had 

been taken to re-activate and fully 

engage with the process of Belarus' 
accession negotiations.  A technical 

assistance and capacity-building 
programme had been requested that 

would be designed to update the 
negotiating inputs.  A Secretariat 

Team stood ready to travel to Minsk 

to work directly with its technical 
team.  The Secretariat would send a 

Team to Minsk, shortly, to work with 
the Negotiating Team and Officials in 

Minsk to review substantive materials 
and contribute to the update of the 

draft negotiating documents.  

On Liberia, the Director Accessions 

informed the IGA that:  
 

 On 21 April, the Liberian Senate 

had unanimously voted to enact 

the 'Act to Ratify the Protocol on 
the Accession to the World Trade 

Organization (WTO) of the 
Republic of Liberia'.  The Act 

would be sent to the House of 
Representatives for concurrence. 

 The Secretariat was organizing a 

N a t i o n a l  W o r k s h o p  o n 

Post-Accession in Monrovia, 
Liberia, 27-29 June 2016, in 

partnership with UNCTAD.  
The former Working Party 

Chairperson, Joakim Reiter 

(DSG, UNCTAD) would open the 
Workshop. 

 
On Afghanistan, the Director 

Accessions informed the IGA that: 
 

 the United States Department of 

Commerce (Commercial Law 

Development Program) in 
partnership with the Afghanistan 

Post-Accession support was of central 

importance to WTO Director-General 
Azevêdo and a major focus of 

professional act ivit ies in the 

Accessions Division.  In preparation 
for the membership of Afghanistan 

and Liberia, the Accessions Division 
was providing Post -Accession 

implementation support to the 
respective Governments on two 

tracks: (i) specialised training 

workshops for post -accession, 
including not i f icat ions;  and, 

(ii) a Post-Accession Forum, to take 
place on 19 July, in Nairobi, on the 

margins of the UNCTAD XIV.   
 

The main purpose of these activities 
for Liberia and Afghanistan was to 

build capacity for implementation to 

ensure that the new member would 
be ready on day 1 of membership to 

implement the balance of rights and 
obligations.  Also, the coordinated 

implementation of a Post-Accession 
Implementation Strategy Support 

Plan, would provide a platform for 

the new members to leverage the 
benefits of WTO membership.   

 

Min i st ry were organ iz ing 

“Consultations” (briefings) for 
A f g h a n  P a r l i a m e n t a r i a n s .  

This activity was being sponsored 

by USAID.  The United States was 
commended for its strong 

support for this accession.  
This activity would take place in 

Almaty, Kazakhstan in mid-May. 

 Finally,  on post -accession, 

Members were informed that the 

WTO Secretariat was organizing, 

together with UN ESCAP, a 
N a t i o n a l  W o r k s h o p  o n 

Post-Accession for Afghanistan, in 
Bangkok, Thailand, during the 

week of 11 July 2016. 
 

The Director Accessions noted that 

on the Post-Accession Forum at 
UNCTAD XIV, details would be 

provided to Members at a later stage. 
He encouraged Members to sustain 

their technical assistance and 
capacity-building support for Liberia 

and Afghanistan.  

Accession Working 
Parties—State-of-play  

Post-Accession 

Working Party Re-activation  

The Secretariat was in direct contact 

with Beirut.  The WP Chairperson was 
engaged, at every level, to ensure 

that momentum that had been 

generated by the recent visit to Beirut 
did not drop.  Coordinated 

implementation efforts by Beirut and 
the WTO Secretariat were based on 

the Road Map of the WP Chairperson 
(Jean-Paul Thuillier).  If the updates of 

negotiating inputs were completed, 

in accordance with the Roadmap, the 
plan by the Chairman was to 

convene the next cycle of meetings in 

July.   

Director Accessions thanked the 
Members – particularly the European 

Union (EU), specifically, France and 
Sweden – for the support being 

provided to this accession.   

Lebanon:  Beirut was engaged in the 

process to re-start its WTO accession, 
actively, effectively and meaningfully.  

Its engagement was in real-time and 

significant.  Its negotiating team was 
hard at work and committed.  

Beirut  had submitted inputs for the 
preparation of updated Market 

Access Offers on Goods and Services.  
On the basis of these inputs, the 

WTO Secretariat would deliver a 

tailor-made workshop in Beirut, in 
the week of  4 to 6 May.  

This workshop was the first technical 
assistance activity geared to prepare 

updated offers for the re-start of the 
Lebanese accession process, and in 

doing so, reflect WTO accessions 
acquis.   

 

Inputs for the update of the DWPR 
were expected from Beirut by mid-

May.  Beirut had been reminded of 
the request by Members to provide 

an Aide Memoire that detailed all 
trade policy developments from 

2009, after the last WP Meeting to 

the present.  These inputs would be 
used, inter alia, to prepare an 

updated Legislative Action Plan 
(LAP).   
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Meeting with  the Swedish National Board of  Trade  
Geneva,18 April 2016 

Informal Group on Accessions (IGA) Meeting 
Geneva, 26 April 2016 



Members were informed that the 
Secretariat had adjusted the 

Te mp la t e  S t ru ct u r e  o f  t he 

Memorandum of the Foreign Trade 
Regime (MFTR) and the Draft 

Working Party Report (DWPR), so as 
to include an entry on the Trade 

F a c i l i t a t i o n  A g r e e m e n t .  
The Secretariat Note on "Procedures 

for Negotiations under Article 

XII"  (WT/ACC/22) had been revised 

to incorporate the updated 
structure.  The document was issued 

on 5 April under the document 

s y m b o l :  W T / A C C / 2 2 / R e v . 1 .  
The document could be accessed via 

'Docs Online'.  The  new entry on 
the TFA could be found under 

"Chapter IV: Policies Affecting Trade 

in Goods".  

Members were invited to connect 

with the Accessions Division on the 
WTO's Twitter or Facebook page by 

using the hashtag #WTOaccessions. 

A l l  W TO a c c es s i o n - r e l ev a nt 
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e 

newsletters, would be posted on 
these accounts. The twitter page 

alone listed over 258,000 followers.  

 

Trade Facilitation Agreement: 
Adjustments to Accession Templates 

Online Platforms (Twitter and Facebook) 
#WTOaccessions    

Page 3 

WTO ACCESSIONS NEWSLETTER 

Technical Assistance and Outreach Activities 

Central Asia  

 
The IGA was informed about three 

activities that would be held in 

Central Asia with the participation of 
the WTO.   

 

 Trade Policy Forum for Central 

Asia: The WTO and UNECE were 

organizing a Trade Policy Forum 
on Central Asia and the 

Multilateral Trading System, with 

the participation of Chief 
Negotiators from the region and 

n e i g h b o u r i n g  c o u n t r i e s .  
The Forum was scheduled from 

11 to 13 May and would be 
hosted by Turkmenistan, in 

Ashgabat. The outcome of the 

Forum would be fully reported to 
the May IGA.   

 On the margins of the Forum, the 

WTO Secretariat would hold 

bilateral meetings with Senior 

Officials in Government and 
separately with representatives of 

the development community 
based in Ashgabat.      

 Director-General Azevêdo would 

visit Astana, Kazakhstan during 
the Astana Economic Forum, in 

t h e  l a s t  w e e k  o f  M a y .  

The Delegation of Kazakhstan 
was invited to report to the May 

IGA on the outcomes of the 
Astana Economic Forum.   

 

China Programme 

 
The next, fifth, China Round Table on 

WTO Accessions would take place in 

Beijing, during the fourth quarter of 
2016, on the occasion of the 15th 

anniversary of China 's WTO 
mem b er s h i p  a n d t he  3 0t h 

anniversary of China's GATT 

application.  

Stay connected 

    

          

 

Other developments of April 2016  

WTO Accessions Book - The Upper 

Floors of the Trading System 
 

The Director, Accessions and the 

Accessions Division Team met with 
H.E .  Ambassador McCormick 

(Australia) on 8 April 2016 to review 
a range of accession matters and to 

convey the appreciation of the 
Secretariat to the Government of 

Australia for its continuing support.   

Meeting with Mr. Ren Hongbin, Director-General, 

Department of WTO Affairs, Ministry of Commerce of 

China—Geneva, 6 April 2016 

Meeting with Ambassador McCormick,  

Permanent Mission of Australia—Geneva, 8 April 2016 

Accessions 
Intelligence Portal  

 

The WTO Secretariat intends to launch the 

Accession Intelligence Portal (AIP) at the next 

Informal Group on Accessions (IGA).  This 
would be a one stop shop for all Members’ 

accessions documents.  

https://twitter.com/wto?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.facebook.com/worldtradeorganization
https://twitter.com/wto?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
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List of WTO Accessions Working Party Chairpersons 

No. Government 
Date Working Party 

established WP Chairperson 

1. Algeria 17 June 1987 H.E. Mr Alberto Pedro D'Alotto (Argentina) 

 2. Andorra 22 October 1997 Pending 

 3. Azerbaijan 16 July 1997 H.E. Dr. Walter Werner (Germany) 

4.  The Bahamas 18 July 2001 H.E. Mr Wayne McCook (Jamaica) 

5.  Belarus 27 October 1993 H.E. Mr Haluk Ilicak (Turkey) 

 6. Bhutan* 6 October 1999 H.E. Mr Thomas Hajnoczi (Austria) 

7.  Bosnia and Herzegovina 15 July 1999 H.E. Dr. Rajmund Kiss (Hungary) 

 8. Comoros, Union of the* 9 October 2007 H.E. Mr Luis Enrique Chávez Basagoitia (Peru) 

 9. Equatorial Guinea* 5 February 2008 Pending 

 10. Ethiopia* 10 February 2002 H.E. Dr. Steffen Smidt (Denmark) 

 11. Iran 26 May 2005 Pending 

 12. Iraq 13 December 2004 H.E. Mr Omar Hilale (Morocco) 

13.  Lebanese Republic 14 April 1999 Mr Jean-Paul Thuillier (France) 

 14. Libya 27 July 2004 Mr Victor Echevarría Ugarte (Spain) 

15.  Sao Tomé and Principe* 26 May 2005 Pending 

 16. Serbia 15 February 2005 H.E. Mrs Marie-Claire Swärd Capra (Sweden) 

 17. Sudan* 25 October 1994 Pending 

 18. Syrian Arab Republic 4 May 2010 Pending 

 19. Uzbekistan 21 December 1994 H.E. Mr Seokyoung Choi (Korea) 

* Least-developed country (LDC) 



WTO ACCESSIONS NEWSLETTER 

 Accession Working Parties  Evolving Calendar of Accession Meetings (ECAM) 

 Accession Working Party Chairpersons    Accession Commitments Database (ACDB)  

 WTO Director-General's Annual Reports on Accessions    WTO Accessions Internship - "China Programme" 

 Handbook on Accessions to the WTO   Accession processes of Article XII Members, click here  

 Accession-Related Technical Assistance Activities  WTO Accessions Newsletters 

 Accession Portal on the WTO Website (En, Fr, Es)    

Contact the WTO Accessions Division Secretariat: accessions.newsletter@wto.org 

 Should you wish to unsubscribe from this Newsletter, please reply to accessions.newsletter@wto.org with "Remove" in the subject 

Evolving Calendar of Accessions Meeting (ECAM) 

Accessions Toolbox 
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DATE WORKING MEETING STATUS ROOM 

[Thursday, 26 May 2016] IGA 
5

th
 2016 Informal Group on 

Accessions (9:00-10:00) 
Convening Notice 

pending 
E 

[Tuesday, 14 June 2016]   
Bosnia and 

Herzegovina 

13th Meeting of the Working 
Party on the Accession of 

Bosnia and Herzegovina (AM) 

Convening Notice 

pending 
D 

[End June] 
Bosnia and 

Herzegovina 

[Technical Verification Meetings 
with Signatory-Members of the 
Draft Goods and Services 

Schedules] 

Convening Notice 

pending 
TBC 

[July]  
Bosnia and 

Herzegovina 

14th Meeting of the Working 
Party on the Accession of 

Bosnia and Herzegovina (AM) 

Convening Notice 

pending 
TBC 

[July] Lebanon 
18

th
 Meeting of the Working 

Party on the Accession of the 

Lebanese Republic 

Convening Notice 

pending 
TBC 

[First half of 2016] Azerbaijan 
13

th
 Meeting of the Working 

Party on the Accession of 

Azerbaijan (AM) 

Convening Notice 

pending 
TBC 

[Second half of 2016] The Bahamas 
3

rd
 Working of the Working 

Party on the Accession of the 

Bahamas 

Convening Notice 

pending 
TBC 

[Week of 26 September or Week of 3 

October]               
Bosnia and 

Herzegovina 

15th Meeting of the Working 
Party on the Accession of 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Convening Notice 

pending 
TBC 

https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?MetaCollection=WTO&SymbolList=&Serial=&IssuingDateFrom=&IssuingDateTo=&CATTITLE=List+of+Current+Accession+Working+Parties&ConcernedCountryList=&OtherCountryList=&SubjectList=&TypeList=&AutoSummary=&Fu
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?MetaCollection=WTO&SymbolList=&Serial=&IssuingDateFrom=&IssuingDateTo=&CATTITLE=WTO+Accessions+Working+Party+Chairpersons&ConcernedCountryList=&OtherCountryList=&SubjectList=&TypeList=&AutoSummary=&Fu
http://acdb.wto.org/
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?Query=(%20@Symbol=%20wt/acc/*%20)%20and%20(%20@Title=%20annual%20report%20)&Language=ENGLISH&Context=FomerScriptedSearch&languageUIChanged=true
http://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/acc_e/acc_internship_e.htm
http://wto.org/english/thewto_e/acc_e/cbt_course_e/signin_e.htm
http://wto.org/english/thewto_e/acc_e/completeacc_e.htm
http://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/acc_e/acc_ta_e.htm
http://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/acc_e/newsletter_archive_e.htm
http://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/acc_e/acc_e.htm
http://www.wto.org/french/thewto_f/acc_f/acc_f.htm
http://www.wto.org/spanish/thewto_s/acc_s/acc_s.htm
mailto:accessions.newsletter@wto.org
mailto:accessions.newsletter@wto.org

