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MSMES AROUND THE 
WORLD
Today, 95% of companies across the globe are MSMEs, accounting for 
60% of the world's total employment.

However, MSMEs face a number of obstacles when seeking to 
participate in international trade. 

When MSMEs successfully access international markets, they can act as 
a catalyst for better distribution of the gains from trade to all sections of 
the economy.



MSMES' PARTICIPATION IN 
GLOBAL TRADE
 Firms with fewer than 250 employees account for 78% of exporters in developed countries 

but only 34% of exports. In developing countries, MSMEs' exports amount to only 7.6% of 
total sales in the manufacturing sector, compared with 14.1% for large manufacturing 
enterprises.

 MSMEs' participation in international trade has remained limited for a number of reasons, 
including lack of relevant skills, lack of knowledge about international markets, non-tariff 
barriers, cumbersome regulations and border procedures, and limited access to finance, 
in particular trade finance. The smaller the companies, the greater the challenges seem 
to be to participate in international trade.



WTO’S INFORMAL WORKING
GROUP ON MSMES

• The Informal Working Group on MSMEs was created by 88 WTO
Members at the 11th Ministerial Conference in Buenos Aires on 13
December 2017.

• In the Joint Statement, the Friends of MSMES committed to discuss
and identify “horizontal and non-discriminatory solutions” to
improve the participation of MSMES in international trade while
taking into account the specific needs of developing countries.

• The IWG aspires to ensure that the multilateral system enables a
better inclusion of MSMEs in global commerce.



MEMBERS OF THE IWG ON MSMES
We have reached the mark of 89 Members, with the recent incorporation of
Armenia  



ANALYTICAL ROLE OF THE IWG
THEMATIC SESSIONS OF  2018

Examined…
• the improvement of access to information for MSMEs,
• ways to foster a more predictable regulatory environment
• reducing trade costs, improving access to trade finance for MSMEs
• Trade costs and trade facilitation issues affecting MSMEs
• how technical assistance and capacity-building initiatives could

take into account trade needs and challenges that MSMEs face
• Internet as a tool to access global markets



TOOLS DESIGNED TO ENCHANCE THE ACCESS TO 
INFORMATION

INTERNAL WTO MSMES WEBPAGE

NEWSLETTER

GLOBAL TRADE HELPDESK PROJECT



INTERNAL WTO MSMES WEBPAGE



WTO’S NEWSLETTER ON MSMES



ROADMAP FOR 2019
Our objectives for 2019: achieve concrete deliverables
expand our membership with the aim of a multilateral 
outcome
• In line with the principles of flexibility and pragmatism, we will hold four plenary meetings 

starting on February 22, based on a “standing agenda” that would allow us a regularly 
review of the progress achieved on the various issued covered by our work programme.

• The standing agenda would discuss thematic work of interest to the group; review outreach 
activities to expand MSME membership; and review work relevant to MSMEs done in other 
WTO committees to avoid duplication of effort.

• If other issues of interest are raised by the group that require more in-Depth discussions, 
Members are invited to organize thematic sessions outisde of the standing MSME IWG 
meetings

• Meetings with representatives of the private sector to hear their views and ideas



STANDING AGENDA FOR 2019 MEETINGS 

Item 1 - Thematic work 
Transparency cluster

(to discuss issues such as access to information, information sharing, TPRs)

 Thematic cluster 

(to exchange national experiences -best practices- and develop 
guidelines/recommendations on issues such as trade finance, national contact points, 
logistics, de minimis)

Analytical tools cluster 

 (work on data collection)

 Conceptual cluster 

 (to explore the relevance of developing and promoting general principles such as the 
"think small principle")



STANDING AGENDA FOR 2019 MEETINGS

 Item 2 - Review of outreach activities

- with other Members
- with other organizations 

 Item 3 - MSME-related discussions in other WTO committees

 Item 4 – Any other business



SCHEDULE OF WORK FOR 2019

22 February (room W)

27-28 June (room S1)

1-2 October (room W) or 10-11 October (room D) (depending
on 2019 Public Forum dates)

27-28 November (room S1)



Thank you for your attention
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