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AMB. THOMAS GREMINGER

DIRECTOR, GENEVA CENTRE FOR SECURITY POLICY (GCSP)

Ambassador Thomas Greminger served as Secretary General of the Organization for Security
and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) from July 2017 until July 2020. On May 1, 2021, he took over
as Director of the Geneva Centre for Security Policy (GCSP).

As Secretary General, he acted as an effective crisis manager supporting successive
Chairmanships in an increasingly polarized environment. In the final months of his term, he dealt
with the COVID-19 crisis, working to protect the health and safety of staff while ensuring that the
OSCE continued to carry out its critical mandates and maintained business continuity.

Previously, Ambassador Greminger served as Deputy Director General of the Swiss Agency
for Development and Cooperation at the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs. As Head of South
Cooperation, he oversaw cooperation with 21 partner countries and regions, entailing an annual
budget of USD 730 million and 900 staff in Bern and abroad. In this function, he regularly represented
Switzerland at international conferences as State Secretary.

From 2010 to 2015, Ambassador Greminger served as the Permanent Representative of
Switzerland to the OSCE, the United Nations and the International Organizations in Vienna. He was
instrumental in devising the consecutive chairmanships and joint work plan of Switzerland (2014)
and Serbia (2015). During the Swiss Chairmanship, he chaired the OSCE Permanent Council and
played an active role in addressing the crisis in and around Ukraine that rapidly unfolded during the
course of 2014. For the first time in years, the OSCE managed to achieve consensus on new OSCE
operations — the most important being the Special Monitoring Mission to Ukraine.




